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T Hough the Writer of theſe Sermons doth 
out of Modeſty decline to Print his Name, | 
yet he is very willing to give all reaſonable | 
Satisfaction to any Sober Enquirer, that he 

has not in the leaſt altered or impoſe upon the 
Author's Senſe, either in the Taking, or Tran- 
ſcribing of them: And he does further aſſure 
the Reader, That he neither is, nor ever was, 
one of thoſe People called Quakers, but al- 
ways of another Perſwaſion; yet being willing, 
according to the Apoſtle's Rule, to Try all things, 
he has ſometimes been preſent at theit Meet- 
ings; and having the Art of Short-Writing, | J 
he has taken many of their Sermons ande 
Prayers from the Mouths of divers of their| - 
Preachers; and, among others, thoſe of Mr. 
Stephen Chriſp, deceaſed, which upon Review, P 
appeared to him, as well as to eminent: Per- 
ſons of another Way, to contain ſo many 
Goſpel Truths, delivered with ſack Plainygeſs,| “ 
Zeal and Demonſtration, and generally agree 
able to the known Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
that it is hoped the publiſhing of them may b 
uſeful to the World: And that the Deſign an 
Intent of them may be the more readily com| 
prehended, there is a Title given to every Ser io 
mon, agreeable to the Subject- Matter chiefly2in; 
treated of therein. If any deſire to be furtheſing 
fatisfied, by ſpeaking with the Writer, theyhe 
ve 


ſelves to the Bookſeller, 
March, 1694. 
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be - Workings of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
You may know from your own 


om], Experience, That all the. Opera- 


Ser tions of the Holy spirit from tit Begin- 


iefling, have been in order to the Clean- 


theſins, and Purifying and Preparing you for 
cheihe Kingdem of God. This png is 


nemfiven to a little Remnant, to know that the 


"© Manner of his Working, that the End, Aim 
nd Deſign of all the Operations of his Power. . 
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2 The Great Mediator of 
Now, this is a great Engagement upon the 
Minds of the People of God, diligently to wait 
upon him, that they may be opened more and 
more into the Myſtery of Life and Salvation, 
that hath been hid from Ages and Generations, 
and is now revealed by his Spirit. 
And they that are thus exerciſed with the 
meaſure of Grace given unto them, they do 
grow and encreaſe in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs, by the working thereof; and they encreaſe 
in Knowledge in the great things of the Law, 
and the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Grace: 
By the Eye which God hath opened, they 
diſcern, that the working of his Power in all 
Ages, has been for the extirpating, rooting 
out and deſtroying of that Root of Iniquity, ſc 
that hath breught forth ſuch a Crop of Sin 
and Wickedneſs, which was not of his plant- 
ing, nor. of his creating. 
For from the beginning of the Creation of 
God, unto this Day, God hath had a fingularfou 
Love and Favour to the Sons and Daughtersſan: 
of Men, as heing (as I may ſay ) the Maſter-ÞFa] 
piece, or greateſt Piece of the Creation, moſtÞGo 
nearly Related to himſelf, Created in his own \ 
Image, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ; and inwil 
that they now are not ſo, but marred, andMe 
fpoiled from bearing the Heavenly Image, igþcc 
not the Lord's doing, but hath been wroughtÞiat 
by the Enemy both to God and Man; yet thqvit 
Lord continuing his Love unto the Work othay 
his Hands hath from Age to Age, revealedhim 
and made known his Power, for the reſtoringliati 


the Everlaſting Covenant. | 
and bringing back again Loſt Man, Fallen 
an, Sinful Man, to be Reconciled unto him,: 
hat he may, as was intended, enjoy and poſ- 
eſs the Love and Favour of his Maker; but 
here was no poſſibility found for his Recon- 
iliation with the Holy God, but by making 


ein Holy: For as the making him Unholy, 
ofWeparated him from his Maker; fo the ma- 
ſ- Wing of him Holy again, would Unite him a- 
ſeWain unto his Maker: So that there muſt be 


a way and means for the reducing of him to his 
Primitive State, before he could enjoy and ob- 
ain his Primitive Enjoyments; that is, the 
.ove and Favour of God: And there hath 
een a general univerſal Senſe upon the Sons 
and Daughters of Men of this Alienation, and 
Eſtrangedneſs from God; and they have put 
it-themſelves upon divers ways and methods 
to obtain Reconciliation, and to try if they 
officould reſtore themſelves; and they have found 
largout Ways, and tried and proved the Inventions 
er$ﬆnd Imaginations of their own Minds, in their * 
er-PFallen Wiſdom, what they might do to pleaſe: 
oltFGod. and be reconciled to him. e 
wnyg We are Sinners, and we will Sacrifice, we 
d inwill bring a Sacrifice for our Sins; and when 
anq Men have brought a Sacrifice, it hath not been 
„ IÞÞccepted, becauſe there hath not been a Me- 
ghfiator known, that might mediate for them 
thqvith the Lord; ſo that all the Sacrifices they 
; Olfhave offered, have never been accepted with: 
aledhim, in order to an Attonement and Recanci- 
ringlation: Now only thoſe that have relatiqu o 
and AA the: 


4 The Great Mediator oa i 
the Mediator by Faith in him, doth he inter- 
cede for, that he might preſent them again to 
God; and this hath been the difference between 
Sacrificer and Sacrifice, from the Days of Cain 
and Abel, unto this Day. Some have had rela- 
tion to the Mediator in all their Services and 
Sacrifices, and ſome have had relation only to 
the thing offered, and the Service performed; 
but they have not in all Ages ſped alike: They 
whoſe Service and Worſhip was performed to 
God ʒwith a relation to the Mediator, they have 
tound acceptance; and they whoſe Worſhip and 
Service was performed only with a relation to 
the thing offered or done, that was but their 

con Act, that was but their Will-Worſhip, 
and that was always turned back again upon 
them, For there 3s no Name given under Hea- 
ven, by which any can be ſaved, but only the]. 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, that is the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, for the Old one was! 
broken: And when Aaron was ſet up to be an]! 
High-Prieſt to God, he was aPpointed to of- 
fer Sacrifices for the Sins of the People, andi i 

he that committed a Sin, was appointed byf < 
the Law to bring an He-Goat of the Flock] < 
unto. the Door of the Tabernacle, and to de4 x 
liver ic to the Prieſt, and he was to make ant 
Offering for the Sin committed after ſuch and t 
ſuch a manner, and it was to be an Attoneq { 
ment with God for him: So here was ſeem ti 
ingly, a Reconciliation by a Sacrifice; and ſomq ſt 
| ſaw no farther than the bringing of a Goat, and u 

2 Ram, and the Performance of the Prielt'y V 
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ward Services, they did but point out the 


the Favour of God, now in theſe days, it is 


ſus, as unto one that is able to reconeile them 


the Everlaſting Covenant. 3s 7} 
Office, and they counted all was well: And 
others ſaw. farther, long before the Apoſtle 
ſpake or wrote it, I: was not the Blood of 
Bulls or Goats, nor the_Blood of a Ram, that: 
could purge away Sin from their Conſciencer. 
And after the Apoſtle had opened the My 
ſtery of Divigity, who had a Divine and Spi-- 
ritual Skill, in unfolding the Reſtoration of 
Mankind he declared plainly, That when the 
Offering was made. by Aaron for Sinners, even 
then there remained ſtill a Conſcience of. Sin; 
for it was not. poſſible that the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, ſhould take away Sin: So that 
their outward Performances, and their out- 


Mediator, they had a pointing Finger as it 
were to the real, true and everlaſting Media- 
tor, Chrift Jeſus, who is made a Mediator be- 
twixt God and Man, that by and throngh : 
him, Man might be again reconciled to God. 

So that now in theſe Goſpel-days, where- 
in God is opening the Myſteries of Life and 
Salvation, tothe intent and purpoſe, that the 
Sons and Daughters of Men might be reſto- 
red again into their Primitive Etijoyment of 


the Duty of all: Chriſtians, and of all that are 
ſeeking the welfare of their Immortal Souls, 
to have their Eyes and their Hearts unto Jes - 


unto God; to him it is. committed, to him + 

Wiſdom - and Power is committed, and to- 

kim Authority is committed, that he ſhould ? 
A 


they might be Recommended to God: For 


Hith; they believe there is no poſſibility off fn 


&. The. Great Mediator of 


be an Everlaſting High-Prieſt, and that all 
the Services, and all the Worſhip and Reli- 
gions Performances that People. offer up to 
God, ſhould be in his Name, that ſo by him 


none will ever find Acceptance with the Father, 
aaleſs in all their Performances they have an 
Eye unto him. es © 
So that it comes plainly to paſs, according 
to that ſhort-and confident Aſſertion of the 
Author to the Hebrews, That without Faith, it! 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God: But it is poſſible 1 
to offer Sacrifices without Faith, and poſſi-}l| 1 
ble for People to perform Religious Servi-] 
ces without Faith, as woful Experience hath t 
taught us in our days, that many have been]! 
Exerciſed in a kind of Religious Service, that 1 
never in their Lives had Faith enough to be- U 
lieve the things that they pray for, and they! 
are without Faith. For when People pray © 
to God to ſend his Holy Spirit into their : 
Hearts, that they may keep his Command- : 

V 

| 


ments to their Lives end, they have not Faith 


to believe it: and when they pray, Thy Will 

be. done on Earth, as. it is in Heaven: This is] 4 
a Religians Performance, but I queſtion whes a 
ther it be done in Faith, if not, it is,but an en-J 41 
creaſing in Sin, and an addition to Sin. Where is] p. 
the Man that is exerciſed in praying to God, | Tt 
that. believeth- that ever ſuch a thing is like to tr 
come to paſs? Go where you will in this or the | M 
other Nation, and inquire of People about their | an 


tirpating. 


1 
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extir pating and rooting out of Sin, while they 
live upon the Earth, therefore all their Prayers 
for it are vain, and their Faith a vain. Faith: 
And it is high time in ſuch a day as this; when 
Men are Faithleſs and Unbelieving, to preach 
up the Object of Faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
People are of divers Faiths,and ofdivers Beliefs, 
but we have found by Experience, that they 
do them no good, they do not bring a thing 
to paſs, that of neceſſity muſt be brought to 

paſs e er they can be reconciled to God; their 


Faith doth not cleanſe the Heart, nor extend : 


ſo far as to believe that c'er they ſhall -be.- 
cleanſed; in all the Worſhip and Religion 
that they perform, they come not to this Faith, 
that they ſhall be made clean: All that is done 
is but in Sin and Uncleanneſs, they. can- 

not bring a clean Sacrifice out of an unclean : 
Veſtel : And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith con- 
cerning this Subject, An evil Tree cannot bring 
forth good Fruit, but there mult be good 

Fruit brought forth, How muſt we do it? 
Male the Tree good, and the Fruit will be good. 
When Mens vain Janglings about Religion 
and Religious Fancies come to an end, then 
all this Religion will appear to be in vain, 
and will not anſwer the end for which it is 
performed, 'till Men believe that it will make 
the Tree good, and cleanſe the Heart, and 
transform Men by renewing the Spirit of their 


the] Minds. So that Religion muſt hegin within, 


and it is not our changing of Forms, of? Wor- 
hip, from one Form to agother, and takingg 


ur 


* The Great Mediaton of 


change our Hearts: Sad Experience doth teach 
us, that Men may carry over their Old Luſts in- 
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Sbrilts that is the taker away of Sin, and is the tei 


ap. this and the other Opinion, that doth 


to a New Religion; we can carry over our Old 
Inclinations into our New Opinions: For 
though the Form of Worſhip. be changed, the 


Heart remaining unchanged, and the Luſts 


unmortiſied, their Religion is in vain, let them 
de of what Perſwaſion they will. 

Now the Remedy of this great Calamity, that 
aath overſpread all ſorts of People; for there 
18 no ſort of People, but there are thoſe among 
them that are under this great Calamity, of 
holding the Profeſſion of Godlineſs with an 
Ungodly Mind, and the Profeſſion of Truth Bw 
with a Falſe and Treacherous Spirit. th 

| Now for the remedying of this there is but lha 
one Way, that all Mens Eyes be brought off ou 
trom having their Eye unto their Performan- is 
ces, and to the Doctrines and Tenents that Ile: 
they hold, and do, as the Apoltle ſaith, Fix lit 
their. Eye upon. Chriſt, and look upon Jeſus, that Ito 
is the firſt-thing that muſt begin our Religion; IL 
far Chriſt muſt be the Alpha of our Religion, Ith 
25 well as the Omega of it. If I begin not there, St 
tet me begin where I will, I. begin wrong-: las 
Let me begin at the moſt. ſerious and ſound 
Doctrines, and at the moſt Apoſtolical Religi- lin 
on, if Chriſt-and his Apoſtles were here upon |tif 
the Earth, if I walked among them, if I be- [tec 
Heved-2l] they: ſaid and did, I ſhould. begin [do 
wrong, if I did not. fix ming Eye upon. Jeſus we 


SanQifiee] 


be⸗ 
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ſus 
the 
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danctiſier of the Soul by his Spirit: There 
uſt be the begin and there muſt be the 
oncluſion, — is d Author, and the Finifticr 
ff all true Faith: There are Authors of other 
aiths, Men have their different Faiths, and 
reeds and Articles, and they have 11 25 
and impoſed: them too; but this is the w 
of it, none of them are Tight, let them 5 ex- 
poſed and impoſed with never fo mucforce 
and violence; none of theſe will. cleanſe the 
heart; but that Faith which is delivered over 
by Chriſt Jeſus, that hath the quality of clean 
ſing and purifying, that is the Faith when all 
is done, that will do the Work, that is it that 
will fave and ſanctifie, and do the Buſineſs. 
that all the World is about; every one would 
have a Reconciler with God, and Sin rooted . 
out, and be as God would have them be; this 
is the publick Profeſſion. of Chriſtendom, at 
teaſt they would find out ſomething by which 
it might be done: Others are willing enough . 
to continue inSinand Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
,ying and- Hy pocriſie, theſe are a ſort of Fools, 
that male a moct of Sin, and that ſwim in the 
Stream of Pleaſure, and what care they, ſo long 
as they make a. Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ? 
But I am ſpeaking. of a People that are ſtrug- 
ling under their corruptions, that would mac. 
tifie Sin, and ſerve God in Holineſs. and Righ- 
teouſneſs-; and do God's: Will on. Earth as it is 
done. in. 3 and do it nat in Form, but 
would. have Power to do it, and they have 
teied ſeveral ways to do it, ald! it is ace 
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10 The Great Mediator of 
and many have been at this worktill Gray Hatr 
are upon their Heads, and it is not done: Noy 
God hath given Chriſt to make Reconciliation 
now how can we, that have the Love of Got 
extended to us, but extend our Good- will t( 
our Friends, and ſignifie to them, that all thi 
Travel and Pains they are at, and all the Pray 
ers they make, that all will do nothing till the) 
have their Faith fixt upon Jeſus, that is abk 
to ſave and deliver. them, and ſave to the utte 
moſt all that come to God by him. 

But here ſome will object and ſay, It is tru 
what you ſay, but is it needful to preach ſuc! 
Doarines to us? for we all believe in Chriſt, that 
is the only Mediator and Saviour; we know tha 
Chriſt Jeſus is the only Mediator, and that un 
leſs he Commends us to God, we cannot be Ack 
cepted of him. This is our General Doctrine 
therefore what need it be urged and preſſed up 
on us, that are come into the Faith already? 

Let me ſearch into the matter, it is of greateſhi. 
Concernment than to ſearch into a Bargain op 
Worldly things: Men would fain have othergha 
open and diſcover to them wherein they maſſhe 
be Cheated, to prevent their being Impoſed onfan 
in a worldly Bargain. I hope then they willkj; 
hearken to know how; and wherein they mayk 
be deceived by themſelves, and deceived by of 
thers in matters of eternal concernment : Therg i 
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are no Proteſtants, but they reje& any Medin; 
ator but Jeſus'Chriſt, and believe that no Me 
Gator: can Reconcile them to God, but Chriſthe, 
alone, and they fay he is the Object of theiqꝑꝝo 

Faith 1 
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zalth, I would ask them this Queſtion, Whe- 
her they believe in Chriſt at a diſtance, or as 
reſent, really preſent with them? If their 
aith be Hiſtorical and at a Diſtance, that they. 
believe in Chriſt, as one born of the Virgin 
ary, and was Crucified and Dead before they 
vere born, and Aroſe again, and Aſcended 
nto Heaven, and is ſet at the Right Hand of 
od, if the reaſon of my Belief be, that I have 
eard of this Relation of Chriſt, or whether: 
he reaſon be, becauſe by his Spirit, he hath 
iſited me in this Age, the one is, I believe 
decauſe good Men have told me ſo; but the 
ther is, I believe becauſe by this Spirit he 
1th promiſed to ſend to lead me into all Truth, 
e hath viſited me. Now let me examine 
whether I am aware of ſuch a Spiritual Viſita- 
ion, by this quickning Spirit, which is the 
ord from Heaven, and not only the Lord in 
Heaven: Whether I am aware of ſuch a quick- 
:telMing Power and Vertue, which I have received 
n ofÞlupon my Spirit, that he is not only at the right- 
her hand-of God on high in Heaven, but that nowy 
maſſhe is come to knock at the door of my heart, 
| onfpnd hath raiſed. in me a Life, as oppoſite to 
WitKin as his was. Let me-copſider if I be aware 
maſſof a ſecret touch of his quickning Vertue upon 
y OFmy Soul, whereby he hath begotten me into a 
her Life oppoſite to Sin, ſo that if Sin remains, it re- 
edi4nains as a Burthen, and Oppreſſion upon me, 
MeFJÞ . that I a Sufferer, for as much as I am quick- 
ilned,; and made ſenſible of a better Life, of a 
th zodly Life, I would fain be at it, and lige 
EC — 1 
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in the way: He:that hath quickned me ſo fa 
as to bring me to a ſenſe of the Burthen of Sil 
my Faith tells me, he will take the Burthe 


have ſomething nigh that reproves me for Sir 
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22 The Great Mediator of 
in it, but Iniquity, Luſt and Corruption 


off, elſe my Faith will do me no good, 
Corruption ſtill prevail upon me; if my Fait 
tells me this, it will tell the wickedeſt Man! 
the World as much; but if my Faith tells m 
Jam a Sinner, and my Sins conſiſts of this ar 
the other evil thing I do, and am enclined t 
do, it tells me again, that he that hath quick 
ned me, and brought me to a ſenſe of Sin, h 
can take the Burthen off fromme. 
Here now is a true Faith, that begins in Co 
viction, and ends in true Converſion; this 1 
the Word of Faith, which was delivered to thi 
Saints, and. which we are to preach : The 
ſaid of Old that the word of Faith, which then 
had to preach, was that which was nigh i} 
their Mouth, that they might hear it, and do it 


4 
T | 


if | be obedient to it, then Faith giveth. mb 
Victory over that which is ſinful, for which ths 
World reproveth me; and as I ſee Faith givege 
me Victory over any Corruption, which I havgb 
been ſtrugling under, I am .encouraged to fi) 


my Faith upon him that hath thus.quickned- 


me: So that this is the difference betweelln 


Faith in Chriſt at a diſtance, and Faith tha C 
quickneth me by God's Spirit, that Spirit which 
| hath been ſo much ſlighted in our days, by thq 

higheſt Not ioniſts in our Age; they ſuppoſed it! 

tobe a meer Fiction; ſome have mocked anc 
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crided, and others have been, diſcouraged to 
eak of the Spirit, of Chriſt, and his Oprati- . 
n upon the Soul; ſome have declared it bath 


Sil the Preſs and Pulpit, that they have had no 
the per ience of the touches of God's Spirit upon 
1, Meir Souls. But our Experience hath brought 


5 to another degree of Knowledge; we know, 
nd you mo know if you pleaſe, and that be- 
ore you Ws. that there is a way opened, 
od has made way for his Spirits to reach 
he spirits of Meo, to lignifie immediately. to 
heir Spirits wichout” means, herein thou doſt 
rong, and herein thou mayelt have Life, and 
eek after it. Now the Spirit chat thus work- 
th, is the Spitit of Chriſt, the Spirit that pro- 
eds from the Father and the Son, that Voice 
n Nen that tells them they might believe and 
be ſaved: When he comes, faith Chriſt, He 
pill lead you into all truth: How ſhall the 
orld Know this is he? He ſhall canvanrce them 
of ſin; If there be any Convincement that a- 
riſeth in Man of this and the other I maſt 
be from the way the holy Spirit hath upon their 
pirits; he hath a way to ſpeak to en, and 
ivegevery one that is a Lover of his own Soul, is 
havꝗ bound to hearken to that Voice. 
d fi) * the latter days, ſaith the 8 view i hall 
kned7a:/e a Prophet in the midſt of you, whoſoever. 
weell will not Fab that Prophet ſhall. be” cut offs AM 
thaſ Comentators agree on this Text, that that Pro- 
hichPhet was no other than Chriſt Jeſus; it was nor 
Vthq John Baptiſt, nor Paul, nor Peter, but C 
ed il that was * to be raiſed; there was _ 
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an abſolute Command went along with thata 
Prophecy, that all ſhould hear him, and it had 
a threatning at the end of it, That all that wil 
not hear him ſhall be cut off: Are they not 
Whoremongers, and Drunkards, and Lyars, 
that will not hear this Prophet? They will 
not hear him, becauſe they love their Sins : What 
becomes of them ? They are cut off from the 
Enjoyment of the Love and Favour of God 
and whea they draw nigh to God in Prayer 
and other Religious Exerciſes, it is with them 
as it was with Cain, Sin lies at the door. 
When they come into a Storm at Sea, or are 
arreſted with Sickneſs, and Death looks them 
in the face, they would have Peace, but there 
is Diſtreſs, and Trouble in the room of it, 
What is the matter? Waſt thou not baptizec 
into the Chriſtian Faith? Did not the Miniſter 
tell thee, That thou are 4 Child of God and an 
Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven? Alas! myF 
Sin lies at my door; O that J had time to 
live a better Life! What ails thy Life, Man?“ 
My Life hath been a Life of Deceit, Luſt, and. 
Vanity, Corruption and Hypocriſte : Did not 
thy Teacher teach thee, that a Believer hath 
no guilt upon him, but that all his Sins are 
pardoned from the day he became a Bellever? Ee 
This Doctrine will not hold in a Storm, tho? Re 
it will do in fair Weather; when Men are A 
ſwimming in their Pleaſures, it will ſerve Br 
them, but when they come to deal with ch 
- their Maker, no Faith will ſerve them, but Er 
that which puriſies the Heart, and that which ti 
A © makes 


— 


natWakes a change from the Earthly Image to the 
ad a v“,,ẽꝗ . l 
wil It were better for you and J, and every 
one of eus, to take theſe things into conſide- 


ation while we have Health and Strength, 
nd while ſome Sand (as I may ſo ſpeak) is 
our Glaſſes, to conſider what is my Faith? 
V hat is the Object of it? Have Ia Dependen- 
ody upon my Duties, and Alms, and good 
er Deeds? They will fail me. But if my De- 
miendency be upon Chriſt as a Saviour, and a 
or. Panctifier, and my Sanctification is carried on 
ire pradually, He that bath begun a good work in 
em e will perfect it: And if. the reaſon of my 
reſEoing to Meetings, and going into my Cloſet, 
it nd bowing my ſelf before the Lord, is to 
deep cloſe. to him that carries on the Work 
df Sanctification, He will wort all my Work: 
n me and for me; I cannot expect to live in 
the World, but I ſhall meet with Temptations; 
he Devil will tempt me, but my Saviour will 
n pe nigh me, as nigh to me as the Devil can be, 
nd if 1 will keep cloſe to him, he will keep cloſs 
ot to me, A) Father, ſaith Chriſt, is greater than 
thi, and none is able to pluck: yon out of your Fa- 
re ſther's hands. 1 muſt expect to be tempted, 
r 2 Por the Adverſary the Devil goes about like 4 
o {Roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. 
re Alas! ſaith one, though I have made ſome pro- 
ve greſs in the work of Sanctification, yet for all 
th that, he may one day betray me: Am I 
ut grown ſtrong enough to reſiſt his Tempta- 
ch tions? And wiſe enough to foreſee lo 
oe OT” ins 
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16 Ihe Great Mediator of © 
Gias and Traps, which he lays to enſnare me 
But I know who can ſee them, and defea 
them; I have my Faith fixed upon one tha 
can bind the ſtrong Man, and caſt him out 
the Life that I now live, is not in my ow 
Parts, and by my own Underſtanding an 
Senſe: But the Life that I now live, in 1 
Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God 
This is that Faith that gives me Victory; th 
Apoſtle had a Battle for it, 7 have fought 10 
good fight, and henceforth is laid up for me 
Crawn of Righteouſneſs, and not for me only, buff 
for all them that love the appearing of our Lor 
Jeſus "Chriſt, and that come to have famitia 

_ rity with Chriſt, with his Spirit and Truth it 
their Hearts, with his Grace and Word 
though theſe are ſeveral Expreſſions, they al 
fignifie one Immortal Seed of Life, by whicl 
Men are united to God; it is a Leaven ther 
to leaven them into the Divine Nature. 
Whenever ſuch a one is tempted, he reſiſt 
not the Tempter in his own Power, but hey 
waits to feel the ariſings of that Life, and 
Power and Vertue that was in Chriſt JeſusF-:: 
and is in him ſtil]; he waits for that PowerFe 
that in the Name of Chriſt we may ſay, Gehp 
thee behind me Satan; Being fortified bye 
Chriſt's Name, and armed with his Power ga 
what is it that a Chriſtian cannot do? Whalfy 
Valiant, Noble and wonderful Things have; 
they done, that have been ſhielded with thif\ 
Faith? See the Eleventh Chapter of the Epiqic 
ſtie to the Hebrews; All the 8 
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at Chapter, from one end to the other, in f 


nel of them the Apoſtle aſcribes all the Vali- 
ea tneſs. and Couragionſneſs of thoſe noble 


As, to the Power of Faith; they looked to 
ſus, before ever the. Virgin Mary brought 
im forth of her Body. The Prophets did 
arneſtly ſeek to know thoſe: things, which 
e Spirit of Chriſt that was in them did ſig- 
ife, that there was to be a Prophet be- 
dre ever the Virgin Mary was Born: So that 
hriſt was always the Object of a true Be- 
ever's Eaith; tho? under the Law they had 
igh Prieſt, and he was placed at the Al- 
,offar and they had Offerings burat upon it, 
et they had an Eye unto Chriſt, they had 
ihn undervaluing of all that their Sacrifices 
ould do for them. F thou wouldeſt haue had 
ent Offerings, faith David, J would have gi- 
en them, I would not have with-held them from 
zer ine Altar; thou ſhouldeſt have had enough of 
hem. He was bold to ſay, in reſpect of Ac- 
eptance and Reconciliation, Burnt Offerings 
d Sacrifices thou wouldeſt not; a Body haſt 
and on prepared me, for it is written in the Vo- 
me of the Book, 1 come to do thy Will O God: 
verge had an eye unto Jeſus that was to come, 
pon whom Help was laid: There was a Re- 
Neemer, that ſhould. come from Sion, and a 
ver aw-giver from Jeruſalem. They had an 
ſhaſtye beyond Sacrifices, unto Chriſt: In all 
navenges the People of God, they have had the 
thiÞnſwer of their Souls, which is Reconcilia- 
Pon, and the Favour of God; they that has. 
1 this 


The Great Mediator of 
this Anſwer, never had it but by Chriſt: Ny 
Man can be accepted with God, can ney 
have the deſire of his. Soul anſwered in Peace 
and Reconciliation with God, *cill his Faith 
be placed on Chriſt Jeſus: Neither can an) 
Man have Faith in Chriſt at a Diſtance, anc 
thereby be reconciled unto God, but muſt 
know his Spirit : I muſt have an experimen. 
tal Knowledge of his Power and Wiſdom, 
and this I cannot have without his Spirit 
Let me believe never ſo Orthodoxly, except 
I have the Spirit of Chriſt, it will do me no 
good, it will be no Advantage to me. 

This is the Word, that was in my Heart ay 
a well-wiſner to the Souls of all Men: Aff 
God hath done good to my Soul, ſo I cannot 
but wiſh well to the Souls of others, that aqhut 
he hath found out a way for my Redemption 
and Salvation, ſo likewiſe I wiſh the ſameÞ®* 
for others that are Bond-men and Bond-wo+ff 2 
men, and under the Power of their Corrup ut 
tion: God's Work hath been to deſtroy the e 
Bondage and the Oppeſſion, and to deſtroy hat 
the Tyrant that Reigns over the Souls of Peo ro 
ple, God having made them for his Glory? | 
and the Devil has ſtollen them away, thai“ 
they do not that which pleaſeth God: Bui.“ 
God's good Pleaſure is, that all may be Saved]. 1 
and come to the knowledge of the Truth: And PF 
| God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only. 
Begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him hat 


fhould not Periſh, but have everlaſting Life JU. 


And he is called, The Lamb of God; whic I/ 


the Everlaſting ( 
akes away the Sins of the World, He can 
ake away Sin; if my Sin do not obſtruct my 
aich and Confidence in him, he will take it 
way, and if he takes that away, then he 
akes the Tree good. Nothing hinders us 
om the Enjoyment of God, but Sin, and if 
hriſt will take it away by the Blood of his 
roſs, no matter for all the Scorn, Contempt, 
ardſhip, Reproach and Perſecution of this 
orld, no matter, for he hath not deceived 
s, but told us before-hand, if we will be 
Followers of him, and be led by him, we muſt 


* 


2cutions, Diſdain, Envy. Theſe things come 
Kot uncertainly upon us; the World loves its 
Dwn; and cannot love them that are not of it; 
2Þut they that are not of the World, may be 
onbrought to the Terms of God, and they may 
mebbot be any longer in the World. Chriſt 
50 Frayeth not that his Diſciples may be taken 
up but of the World, but kept from the Evil; 
thee prepared for them that did not believe: So 
roytat Chriſt is a Mediator for all Men, and a 
co foPitiation for all Men, and he is working 
ry his Spirit for the Redemption of all Men, 

hat bet to as many as believe in him, to them he 
Butf'9c5 Power to become the Sons of God. 5 

The Sum of all is this, That we have an 
An pportunity put into our hands, we cannot 
onleny it; you muſt all upon ſearch, confeſs, 
himlhat the Grace of God doth often work in 
fe Jour Hearts againſt any Corruption, againſt 

pbiclſa/ Evil; Let not this Price be put into your 

take | 


xpect theſe things, ſuffering Reproaches, Per- 


5 * 
H | | 
ands ' 
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Hands! in vain, as into the Hands of Fools: 
] knew that this and that was a Sin, I 6000 
leave it, let us be of that mind, and we ſhal 
Toon. know! it; and then ſay, If I knew: ſuch 
a thing to be à Sin, if 1 could get a thouſand 
Pounds by it, I would not do it: Why ſhould'l 
dhou loye: Sin for Profit or Pleafurs? I att 
- fire it is an ill Bargain when it is done 
Wuhatſoever 1 am cpnZinced ef is a Sin, 
will not do it. | | 
Reſolve upon this, and then the Grace o 
God will be at work, we ſhall ſoon ſee tha 
we muſt leave off ſinging: There is ſuch 
thing I muſt leave, Gd hath ſet üp a Judge 
ment in my Mind agaitſt it; though\it bring 
Profit and Pleaſure, away it "muſt go. Her 
is a ſtep, a following ſtep, to follow Chri 
He that will deny himſelf, will follow Chriſt 
My Redeemer ſhews'me' this to be-an Evil, 1g 
will not do it, but follow him, ,and imitacQ, - 
him. Here the Soul is led ſtep by ſtep, eve! 
by Chriſt, the Captain of out Salvation 
21 it is gradually cleanſed from Sin, and re 
conciled unto God; and this can be done b 
no other means, for Prayer and Alms will no 
do it, all that can be done by us will ne 
do it; none can do it. but Chriſt alone, tha. « 
God hath laid Help* upon, that you may al, 
wait for the Divine Operation of his Grace i 


om 
your Hearts; that is it which we Labour an * 
Travel for, as knowing that God hath wrough. . 
WE wonderfully by it for the Redemption of a 
1 : eke 
N thoſe that love him more than they love theſon 


Pleaſure: 
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leaſures, more than they love their Sins; it 
uſt be concluded, that following of him, and 
Weaving Father and Mother, Husband and 
ife, Children, Brethren and Siſters, all theſe 
ings as they ſtand in competition with him, 
Ind the Obedience of his Spirit, all theſe muſt 
Wc looked upon as nothing to him: Then a- 
ove all things I muſt not diſpleaſe him; Hes 
# ſpeake Peace, and none can take it away; 
nd if he take it away, none can give it. If we 
plow Chriſt, when this is done, then all is 
one according to the Will of God; then th 
leſlings deſcends upon the whole Creation; 
hen every Man will ſpeak Truth to his Neigh- 
our, and every Man will govern his Family 
With diſcrction; ſo God is Glorified, and his 
lame comes to be Exalted, who is worthy to 
ite Beloved, Adorcd,and Exalted above all Bleſ- 
I, Ings and Praiſes. To him be Glory, who is God 


ratYcr. all, Bleſſed for ever, and ever. Amen. 
Vel | 


rel His Prayer after Sermon. 


OST Glorious God of Life and Pow- 

AVI. cr, and of Everlaſting Kindneſs; a 
thifod of Long-Suftering and Patience, elſe we 
y ad not been here at this Day: Lord we are 
ce Honuments of thy Mercy; chou haſt ſpared 
auf long, and haſt called unto us in a day when 
WB: turned away our ear from thee ; thou haſt 
of af etched forth thy hand all the day long, and 


Thel ou haſt gathered a little Remnaut of the loſt 
ſure B | neep 


- | — ——— _— 
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Sheep of the Houſe of 1/ael to partake of thy 
Paſtures of Life; and now all our Souls have 
been greatly refreſhed and comforted, ſince 
we came to underſtand and comprehend with 
the reſt of thy Saints, the height, and length, 
and breadth, and depth of thy Love, which in 
the Son of thy Love, thou haſt revealed to 
us: And bleſled Father of Life, our Souls dof 
breathe and cry unto thee, on the Behalf of 
Strangers, which are Aliens from the Com 
monwealth of Jſrael, that are yet breathing. 
and enquiring after thee, Asking the way tb! 
Sion; O Lord, remember them and heat 
their Cry, and let their ſighing and complaininqte 
enter into thine Ears, that all they, in whomPc 
thou haſt begun to kindle Holy Defires afteſpf 
Thee, may have them grow into a Flame te 
burn up all their Enmity to thee, that ſo theft 
may be purified by thy Judgments, and reÞ® 
ceive of thy Heavenly Grace. This is th 
way which thou haſt uſed with thy Childrenſfi) 
thou haſt commanded them to Worſhip the 
in thy Dwelling-place; thou haſt take ne 
them into thy Houſe, and fed them with chF\!s 
fineſt Wheat, refreſhed them with thy Lovinqhe 
Kindneſs, and filled them with thy Holy Sppar 
rit: Deareſt God of Love, this is the DÞ2d 
ſign and Purpoſe of our Meeting togethepsg 
that we may enjoy the Preſence, and feel that 
Operation of thy Word, and have Comm! 
nion with thee, and thy Son Jeſus Chrif de 
through thy Holy Spirit; the way into Rel 
and Lite is with thee, thou canſt open, afl 
wy no 


. 
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none can ſhut; Lord, open the Hearts of this 
People, to receive of thy Goodneſs, and receive 
of thy Bleſlings, that ſo every one may be 
ſenſible, that thou art at the leaſt knocking 
at the door of their Hearts, that thou mighteſt 
have an Entrance, and bow the Hearts and 
Wills of all, to receive what thou giveſt and 
haſt to offer, to receive the Word of Life, by 
ow hich thou art quick'ning them, and kindling 
mMHoly Deſires after thy ſelf, that every one may 
in eceive the Truth in the love of it: That fo 
| tSÞleſſed God of Life, thy glorious Work of Re- 
eallemption may be carried on, and we may all 
ingWeel it carried on upon our Souls: Hear thy 
onÞoor People that are crying unto thee, the God 
frefof Gods in Zion, that are ſenſible of their 
tiWeakneſs and Feebleneſs, and how unable 
cheſthey are to overcome the Enemies of their 

reÞouls : Ariſe in thy Power, O Lord, and theſe 
thEncemies ſhall be ſcattered; let the Souls of 
rentchy People be raiſcd from the Duſt, and de- 
thefivered from their Sin, that they may rejoyce 
akehnd praiſe thy Name for their -Deliyerance. 
\ thRighteous God of Life, our Eyes are unto 
vindthee, to ſet forth thy Glory, for thou haſt made 
Sppare thine Arm for the Salvation of the poor 
> Dend needy Souls, and thou haſt been ſtretch- 
etheſng forth the Cords of thy Love to gather them 
el that were ſcattered ; and haſt been bringing 
mmome to thee thofe that were hurried away in 
Shri dark and cloudy Day: Thou haſt made us 
o Rdenſible of thy Operations, and haſt conſtrain- 
n, aſd thy Servants to labour in the Word and 

no B 2 Doctrine 
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Doctrine, for the gathering of ſuch home, that 
ſo they and we may enter into thy Holy Co- 


venant, and may ſound forth thy praiſes to 
the Ages and Generations to come: That ſo 


Holy God of Life and Love, thou that haſt 


faved us with a marvelous Salvation, mayeſt re- 
ceive for all thy Mercies, and Bleſſings to thy 
Children, Praiſes, Glory, Honour, and Thankſ- 
giving, for thou alone art worthy, who art 
Cod over all, bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


SERMON II. 


Heart Preparation for Recei- 


ving the Goſpel. 


Preach'd at De vonſbirc-Houſe, 
Feb. 12. 1687. 


T is in my Heart at this time to deſire that j 
every one's Heart were prepared to be 


made Partakers of the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; 
for there is a certain Preparation that every 
one muſt witneſs in themſelves, ere they are 
capable of receiving Divine Bleſſings; for in all 
Ages of the World, the Bleſſings of the Lord 


have been manifold, and his Arm hath beenf., 


always 


tO 


1 
2 
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t always ſtretched out in all Ages to the Sons 
- © and Daughters of Men, that are ſenſible of 
the Love he hath unto them, and where theſe 
- tenders of the Love of God hath met with 


prepared Hearts, they have received it to their 
Eternal Well-fare: But this hath been the La- 
JZ mentation that hath been taken up upon the 
greateſt part of Mankind, that they have not 
rt been prepared to receive the Love of God, 
their Hearts and Minds have been ſo filled 
with the Love of vilible Things, and carnal 
Objects, that they have not been truly ſenſible 
of the Riches of the Grace, Mercy and Love 

of God unto them. | 
Now it was faid of old by the Prophet, That 
he Preparation of the Heart is of the Lord, 
1-Fand there is ſomething that belongs to us on 
Jour part, that we may attain this Preparation, 
that we may be brought into this Spiritual 
frame of Mind; and that is, by returning 
to the Lord, for People to think upon his 
ame, and have regard to his Appearance ; 
And although this is aot the Work of Nature, 
for by Nature the Minds of People are abroad, 
and they are crying out as the Pſalmiſt 1] 
chat ho will ſuew us any good? Yet co help that 
| be Defect, the Lord hath been pleaſed to ſend 
pel forth his Grace and his Truth, and to call un- 
Verto the Sons and Daughters of Men, that they 
* tight ſeek after him, that they might Seek 
* " F the Lord while be is to be found; and they that 
OT "Jhearken to his Voice, they will readily con- 
been feſs, that there is nothing doth ſo well ſatisſie 
Ways | : Wi 3 ag 


ſe, 
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an immortal Soul, as to be gathered into fel. 
lowſhip with its Maker: And that one 
time or other it is the deſire of all Men and 
Women, that they might attain Peace with the 
Lord; and they know there is no Peace to the 
Wicked; they know Wickedneſs will remain 
until it is aboliſned and deſtroyed; and they 
know it is not in their Power to deftroy 
it, and therefore of neceſſity there muſt be 
a waiting upon the Lord, who is Almighty, ſi 
— he may reveal his Power in our Weak 
neis. | | | | 

And they that are thus prepared in their 
Minds, meet religiouſly together, with expecta. 
tion from God, that he according to his Pro- 
miſe will appear, and will reveal his Arm, and 
do in them, and for them, that which they. can- 
not do for themſelves; this is a fit Occaſion 
for People to meet together, and to have theirf 
Expectation from God, and ſay, Lord, tho 
knowelt my Weakneſs, and thou knoweſt the 
Enemies I have to deal withal; thou knowel 
I am not able to overcome them; therefore 
we are now met together in the Preſence ol 
the Lord, to wait to receive at his Hane 
that Power, that Life, that Vertne, by whid 
we may be made more than Congquero 
Such a Religions Meeting thus gathered te 
gether, hath a Promiſe, / will be in the midſt 
them, ſaith the Lord; and therefore having 
Promiſe, we may reaſonably expect that mt 
mall be made Partakers of the living Vertu 
and Power, by which we may do that, whic 
of our ſelves we cannot do. All 
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And Friends, it is my SouPs deſire that you 
were all thus qualified, that every one had an 
Evidence in himſelf of this right preparedneſs, - 
for where the Eye is abroad upon any viſible 
thing, that it ſeeks Satisfaction in any thing 
below the Lord himſelf, it will wear away and 
wax old: All thoſe Objects that People fix their 
Mind upon, they will wax old; but they whoſe 
deſires, and the breathings of whoſe Souls are, 
that they may grow into Acquaintance with 
their Maker, this will never wax old. When 
Peoples Minds are fixed, as the People of the 
Lord of old were, when they made a Compa- 
riſon between the ſtate of their Minds, and the 
Minds of others, and ſignified it in thefe 
Vords, They are ſaying ; they are crying (that 
nd s, they that are of the World) Who will ſhew 
5s any goed? But we for our parts, our Cry | 
00s, Lord, life up the Light of thy Countenance up- 
*, and we will be more glad of that, than 
hey can be with all the Encreaſe of Corn and 
Vine and Ol. | 
Now they that feel in themſelves that the 
dor eaſon of their meeting together is to enjoy 
e Ahe Light of God's Countenance, and to par- 
nagake of the Bleſſings of God, they have their 
xpectation from God, their Minds are re- 
ired into God, knowing right well, that if the 
Tongues of Men and Angels are moved to de- 
lare the Heavenly and Divine Myſteries .of 
nec Kingdom of God, they cannot be edified 
Wr benefited, by them without the Divine Help 
rnd Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, for there is a 
1 Sta 


28 Heart Preparation jor : 
Seal upon them, and none can open that Sed, 
but the Lyon of the Tribe of Fudah, he only 
is found worthy to unſeal the Myſtery, and 
unſeal the Divine Bleſſings that are with the 
Lord : So that People muſt come to that re 
tiredneſs of Spirit, to that Refignation of Soul, 
to be a little Child waiting upon the Lord, 
crying out unto the Lord, that he will pre. 
Pare them; That he will make them Hun 
ory, and then feed them; that he will rai, 
4 Thirſt in them, and then ſatisfie them wil 
thoſe Divine Springs of Life, which through t| 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt are opened to every one tha 
Believeth.. So far as your Minds are ſtayed and 
Jettled in waiting for the Lord, ſo far you wi 
feel in your ſelves an Openneſs and Readineſ 
that if the Lord ſpeaks you are ready to hes 
Him, ready to. ſubmit to his Word, ready tc 
obey him, there will be ſuch an Openneſs i 
the Mind, not to the Wordsof any Man, but 
anto the Word of God, to receive that; fo 
where the Words of Mea are received, though 
_ ſo excellent, they convert not the Soul, 
But the Word of the Lord is pure convertin 
#he Soul. And this Word is that which is'ablt 
Ao quicken thoſe that are dead in Sins and Treſ 
Paſſes, and bring them to be made Partaken 
of Life. For it is not an Increaſe of Know ledg 
that will do the turn, but it is the Increaſe l 
Life and Vertue, the Increaſe of Godlineſs, and 
Jubmitting our Wills unto him that mad 
us: It is chis that will do our turn, this wil 
bring Peace to the Soul, and bring us into thi 
BF 41 Favo! 


Receiving the Gabel. 


6 pavour of God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
7 Now that you may all feel chat Which pre- 
deb ares the Heart for this Reſignation, aud Qui- 
e tneſs, and Subjection, you, muſt wait upon the 
u, ord, that you may be made Partakers of the 


lefliags of his Everlaſting Goſpel, and of his 
Divine Preſence: This is that which is moſt 
roficable, moſt advantagious: And then the 
ord will Open to you the Windows of Heaven, 
4 rain down theſe Bleſſings upon you, whereby 
Jou will be comforted. and refreſhed, far be- 
ond all the Works that we can do, for it is an 
ward Work that muſt be done upon the Soul, 
o convert People that have been alienated 
nd eſtranged from God, and bring them to a 
xconciled State, through the Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, whereby they may | partake of the 
Wivine Vertues, which Sanctifies and juſti- 
s the Soul in the ſight of Gd. 


uy His Prayer after Sermon. 


ab A Os T Glorious and Powerful Father, thy 
. Arm of Power is made bare in this. our 
ay, to bring Salvation to the Poor; O Lord, 
ou haſt lifted up the Light of thy Counte- 
ſe once upon a People that have waited. for thy 
au ory and thy Salvation, a little Remnant 
nad dom the good of this World could not ſatis- 
but O Lord, in an acceptable time thou 
t brought thy Sal vation near, and the Light 
vont Brightacſs of the Everlaſting Goſpel thow 
By ha 
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all the dark Imaginations and Devices of t 
Sons und Daughters of Men, that have 0 
ſpired to hinder the breaking forth of 
Glory of thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. O Power 
God of Life, ariſe more and more in the gra 


30 His Prayer after Sermon. 
haſt commanded to ſhine into the Hearts and 
Souls of the Mourners, and bowed down 
Ones, who are ſeeking the living God, not 
among the outward Forms and Ways cf 
Men. But, O Bleſſed Father of Life, thou hal 
now brought us to the Day of thy Power, 
and bowed our Wills, and made us a wil 
ling People therein to ſerve thee, and to de 
thy Will on Earth, as it is done on Heaven; 
and for that end, O Lord, thou haſt put it i 
to the Heart of thy People to wait upon the 
in whom all dur freſh Springs are, that fron 
thee we may receive the renewing of Powe 
from day to day; in all the hours of our Tem 
tations and Tryals, our Eyes O Lord, hat 
Heen to thee, and to thy Power; and we aq 
knowledge to the Glory of thy Power an 
Goodneſs, that thou haſt been a God nigh 4 
hand, when we have been ſeeking thee, ai 
truſting in thee, ſo that we are a People ſenif 
ble of thy Power and Preſence with us; fi 
that Eye which thou keepeſt open to thy Chi 
dren, tt brings thy Glory to our view, and ſhen 


it breaking forth over the Nations, and we ha. 
grert Joy and Satisfaction in beholding tif 
Progteſs of thy mighty Power in our Di 


how thou haſt broken down and confounde 
and art ſtill breaking down -and confoundit 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 1 
1eſs of thy Power and. Love, and make known 
hy Counſel, and thy Will among the Inhabi- 
ants of the Earth, and bow their Minds, O 
ord, and their Wills, that none may dare to 
withſtand thy Appearance, leſt they be found 
ighters againſt God, ànd Deſtroyers of them- 
elves. O Powerful Father, for this end make 
are thine Arm unto. the Rulers and Gover= 
ours of theſe Nations, that they may know 


( 


inWMy Counſels, and bow to thy Heavenly Will, 
dead may promote thy Law of Righteouſneſs 
on: their own Hearts, and the Hearts $f others, 
ge hat by thy Power, a bleſled Reformation 


nay be wrought, and Iniquity have a ſtop 
ar ut to it, that it may not run down in a 

Nighty Stream, as it hath done in time paſt, 
ut that Truth and Righteouſneſs and. ſound 
dgment may be known in the Earth; tha 
ey that hunger and thirſt after Rightequſ⸗ 
is, may have their Souls deſires ſatisfied, 


| d ſo Praiſe and Thankſgivings ſhall arife 
i om their Souls to thee. O Powerful Father 


Life, preſerve and keep thy Children whom 
on haſt gathered, and purged, and purifted, 
d to whom thou haſt made known the 
Dif ay of Lite, and made them a willing Peo- 
wee in the Day of thy Power, to do thy Will, 


at thou haſt promiſed to eſtabliſh. under: 
riſt Jeſus, the King of Kings and Lord of 


ven {pread abroad upon the Earth, and let 


| to wait for the coming of that Kingdom 


rds, and that it may grow, and increaſe, and. 


ry one defire to be the Subject thereof: 
Port: 


32 His Prayer after Sermon. 
Powerful Father of Life, the Arm of thy Pom: 
er and inviſible Strength hath been Revealed, 
that nothing hath been able to refiſt or ſtand 
againſt and preyail, by which thou art plant. 
ing Sion and building Feruſalem, and eſta 
bliſhing it; by the ſame Power let thy Work 
be carried on, and let many be brought in to 
de ſubje& to Chriſt, for the good of theirf 
Immortal Souls: As thou haſt multiplied thy 
Bleſlings upon us, ſo from day to day tho! 
haſt made us ſenſible of thy Love unto us 
owning us to be thy Children and peculiaſ 
People, by thy Preſence in the midſt of u 
whenever we meet in thy Name to wait upo 
thee, that ſo, Living Father, all thine both hen 
and every where may be incouraged to atten 
upon thee, and to be faithful to thy Power 
That waiting for the opening of thy Counſel 
and the enlizhtning their Underſtanding 
they may be able to comprehend with 4a 
Saints, the height, and depth, and length, an 
dreadth of thy Love in Chriſt Jeſus, that in th 
ſenſe of the Freeneſs and Greatneſs thereof, a 
thy Children here and every where, that i 
an everlaſting Covenant of Grace thou hi 
gathered to thy ſelf, may have Communic 
with Thee and thy Son and Spirit, and ] 
return Thee the Honour, Glory, aud Praiſe h 
all thy Love, and Mercy, and Grace, for th" 
alone art worthy, who art God over all, Bla 
ted for ever and ever. Amen. . o 
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SERMON III. 
he Firſt and Great Com- 


mandment, 


Preach'd at Devonſhire-Houſe, 
| May 27, 1688. 


M "THEN God gave forth his Law on 

| Mount-Sinai, which Iſrael was to hear 
and to obey; The firſt and great Command- 
ent was, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before 
e; here is the Sum and Subſtance of. all true 
au Nel gion that ever was upon the Earth to this day, 
all the Commandments, all the Precepts, Pro- 
hecies, and all the Dealings of God with his 
People from that day to this, have been all 
ontained in this ſhort Precept, Tha ſhale 
ve no other Gods but me. And as long as 
ſrael ſtood in Obedience to this Command, 
heir Bleſſings were multiplied upon them, 
heir good things were increaſed from day to 
Way; the Lord was with them as long as they | 
ere willing to be his People; he appeared as 

fheir Goa, and as their Defender wrought their 
O Veliverances, forght al their Battels for. them, | 


= 


34 Tie Firſt and Great 


gave them Dominion and Strength, Courage 
and Wiſdom; Miniſtred out of his Treaſwyl 
all good things unto them; for the great Cate 
of God Almighty was with all his People, he 
had regard to them, and viſited them at al 
times, to keep them from Idolatry ; I am, ſaith] 
he, 4 Jealous God, take notice of me to be ſo;Þf 
I am Jealous of my Name; if thou wilt be mine, 
thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
And all the Precepts about Offerings andif 
Sacrifices, and making Attonement for Sin- 
ners, and the divers Services and Worſhip, the 
various Offices in the Temple and Sænctuan, 
they were all outward Means appointed of 
God to keep this outward Church 1n an in- 
ward Conformity to the Command of God, 
This Command was written in Tables of Stone, 
and theſe Tables were laid up in the Ark of 
God, and all this pertained to the Firſ# Cove. 
nant, and Typed and Figured out the Diſpen- 
ſation of the New and Everlaſting Covenani 
that God would make with his People, not like 
unto the Old: How not like it? Not like it in 
the outward Shadows, the Types and Shadows 
of things, but he would bring forth the Sub- 
ſtance of all thoſe Shadows and Types, and 
would alter the Form and outward Appearance 
of things; For as God is Unchangeable, ſo is 
his Law Unchangeable. 7 88 | 
Moſes faith, The firſt and great Command-W 
ment is, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
This was put into the Stone Fables. Chriſt 
Jeſus faith, The firſt and great Commandment 
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* Commanament „ 77 

, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
Wy Sol, and with all thy Adind, Matt. 22. 27. 
his is put into the Tables of the Heart. So 
ere is a difference between the- firſt Com- 
zandment by Aaſes, and the firſt Command- 
ent by Chriſt, they both acknowledge the firſt 
nd great Command to be the ſubjecting of 
e Creature to him that made him, as his 
pod, that he may only ſerve him, and that 


nage may love him with his whole Heart; The 
in w could prove this by his Sene Tables, and 
he, proves this by the Fleſhly Tables of the 
eart, for there he is bound to love the Lord 
ofWith his whole Heart, and to ſerve him only, 
n. vim only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
4.0 Now here the Jews Law is brought over to 
e he Chriſtians in the greateſt Point of Religi- 
of Sn that ever was Preached, ſhuts out all Ido. 
fe 


atry, all Superſtition, all variety of Religi- 
ns, all is ſhut out by this Commandment, 
Ind the Chriſtian that hath the Law written in 
dis Heart, according to the New Covenant, he 
an go as readily to it and read it, as ever the 
ew could go to his Stone Table, and read 
he Law there; you cannot deny that if 
here be a thing written and ingraven in my 
eart, I can go as readily to it as I ean go to 
ny Book or Table, tho' I have the keeping of 
t: But the Jews had not the keeping of it, for 
Wenerally it was Iaid up in the Ark of God. 
Now Friends, that which lies upon my mind 
o ſpeak to you at this time, and that out of 
ie great-Love that L have to all your rig 


— 


36 The 'Firft-"and Great 
and immortal Souls, as God hath had L. 
to mine, is, That you would all conſider aui 
weigh in the fear of the Lord, whoſe Preſency 
is among us, which of you, and how many oi 
you are come to the Obedience of this Com 
mandment? I do not doubt but the moſt off 
you can ſay them al, but a happy People af 
you if you can do one; I dare pronounce tha 
Soul a bleſſed Soul, that can perform this ont 
Commandment, that can or dare ſtand befor, 
his Mater and ſay, O Lord ] love thee with 
my Heart, with all my Soul, and with all 
Might, my Love is withdrawn from all othe 
things in compariſon of thee, there is nothin 
in this whole World hath a place in my Mind 
but as it is in Subjection to the Love of thee, 

Here is the firſt and great Commandment 
the unchangeable Law, the Law that was gou 
in Moſes's Days, and good in Chriſt's Dayy 
and it holds good in our Days, and indeed i 
is ſuch a definitive Law, that the Breakers d 
it can neither be good Jews, nor good Chriſi 
ans; there is an abſolute neceſſity lies upon u 
of abſtracting and drawing away our Mind 
and Souls from alt other Gods, from all Image 
and other Dependencies and Truſts that Peopl 
are naturally liable to truſt to, and to hav 
their whole Confidence ſet upon the Lord; by 
alas, with Grief of Heart I ſpeak it, ther 
are but very few that as yet have known thy 


right giving forth of the Lam, and there ar 


fewer that are ſubject to ir. Fhis Law wa 
not given forth at firſt without Thunder and 
5 Lightning 


Commandment. | oF 


ghtning and a terrible Noiſe, and the Mouh- 
Win ſmoaking (he that hath an Ear to hear, let 
Win hear) in ſo much as Moſes himſelf faid, he 
ered greatly, and he. quaked exceedingly, 
W-c:uſe of the Thunder of the Almighty, and 
e Mountain that ſmoaked and burned with 
re, ſo that ael could not draw niz. 
Now I ay, there are but a few that have 
me to the Knowledge of the giving forth of 
is Law, that have certainly knowa thoſe 
hunders, and that terrible Work that the 
ord of the whole Earth makes, when he 
"mes to ſet up his Law; for a great many 
at have come nigh to it, and might have heard 
d received. the Words of the Law of God, 
ey have gone backward, they have done like 
ito the Jews of old, though they had ſuffered 
ch, and gone through much, and had ſeen 
e Wonders of the Lord, how he had led them 
ad delivered them, yet when it came to this, 
at they muſt hear the Voice of God, they 
d we cannot bear it; we cannot indure 
: We have deviſed for our ſelves an eaſier 
., for the Voice of Thunder and dreadful 
"Woiſes put them into Terror and Quaking, and 
embling, and great Dread came upon them; 
"Wt we have found an eaſier way, ſay they, what 
that? Go thou, ſaid they to Moſes, and bear 
what the Lord ſaith, and come thou and tell 
chou ſhalt be a Mediator between us; let 
d ſpeak unto thee; and do thou ſpeak the 
e to us, and we will hear the. 


oa 
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Tie Firſt and Great 


Thus the Jews that were not come -beyoy 

the Law of God written in Tables of Stone, th 
would not come to receive it in their Heart 
as the Chriſtian mult ; fo Aſfoſes he received ti 
Law from the Month of God, and he wi 
Faithful as a Servant in the Houſe of God, a 
he miniſtred forth the Law of God, his Pn 
cepts, Statutes and Judgments, and Teſti 
nies, and he made them a Book of Laws for 8 
of them to walk by, from the higheſt tot! 
loweſt, how they ſhould act in Criminal M. 
ters, and to do Juſtice between Man and Ma 
and what they ſhould do in the Worſhip ( 
God, and what they ſhould do towards ti 
Prieſt, whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve Knowle 
for them, and ſo he brought up a Form of N 
ligion, but his Work was according to the Pn 
cepts, of God, and he brought them into il 
Form of National Religion, and Governmel 
and National Laws. And fo Moſes, and tl 
Prieſts ruled oyer them, and the Prieſt he 
fered Sacrifice for them, and made Attoneme 
for them, and Asſes enquired of the Lord, a 
asked Council for them, and taught and 1 
ſtructed them; and what became of all this 
laſt? Whea this was done, the Prieſt ma 

Attonement for Sin, but he could not pluck 
Way the Guilt of one Sin, there remained i 
Conſcience of Sin after he had made his Ofia 
ing; and Moſes taught them the Councels 
'Gad, and the Commands of God, but he coil 
not bind their Hearts to the Obedience of the 
for he declared openly againſt them, that thi 


* 
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Command ment. 39 
re 4 Rebellious and Stiſf nec ted People, not- 
Wcſtanding they had a Law without them; 
Weed time would fail me to run through the 
nifold Miſcarriages of the Church of the 
, in reſpect of their Idolatry, in reſpect 
their Contempt and Rebellion, both to God 
his Servant doſes, which was to teach and 
guide them: I ſay, the time would fail me 
mention the manifold Miſcarriages that 
pened among this People, that had a Law 
Religion without them, and a Teacher 
thout them. W Ji on . 
Now in the fulneſs of time it pleaſed God 
ſending his Son Chriſt Jeſus, to raiſe up a 
pphet like unto Moſes, in reſpect of Faith» 
neſs, though higher in reſpect of Dignity; 
' Moſes was faithful in all his Houſe as a 
vant, but this Man was faithful as a Son in 
| own Houſe, in the'Houſe that he was Heir 
that Houſe wherein be was as King, both a 
Welt, a Prophet, and a Ruler in: When the 
d ſignified by the Spirit of Prophecy the 
ning of the Juſt One, he ſignified to the Peo- 
that his Miniſtry ſnould not be as that of 
ron, the People ſhould not have their Religi- 
without them, and their Laws and Precepts 
hout them, and their Prieſts without, them, 
| their Worſhip and Churck without' them 
W that they ſhould have it all within them, 
il write my Law in their Hearts, I wil pa 
nto their inward Parts, then they ſhall be my 
ple, and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
for ſate me: Your' Fathers brake my Old 
| Covenant, 
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40 
Covenant, but I will make a New Coven 


that your Fathers broke; they brake the Ii 


Blood, what no other Dependance but on 


r — 
. ˙ Re ——_——— 


will be hid to all Ages that ever ſhall be inf 
Jou have me to have my Whole Dependal 


The Firſt and Great 
in the Latter Days, a New Covenant, not! 


without them, But I will write my Law in lf 
Hearts; this Prophet that is like to Moſes, 
ſhall Teach my People, he ſhall be 4 Lead 
them, and guide them in the way they are 9 
and ſhall be a Captain for them, to lead then 

Sal vation, and it ſhall come to paſs, in the l 
that I do this, if there be any that will not 
him, he ſhall be cut-off from among the Pu 
That is, the Judgment that comes upon 
Contemners of the Goſpel, upon them that! 
not hear Chriſt. Jeſus, they ſhall be cut off ff 
the People; from what People? From the 
ple of God, they ſhall have no part of the! 
viledge that are injoyed through Chriſt, t 
ſhall he cut off from the Benefits that oct 
reap by their Faith in Chriſt. 
So that now we are to expect the Operat 
and Working of a Miniſtry that leads a 
ple to an inward Religion, a Heart-Religi 
where the Heart is fixed intirely upon 
True and Living God, as the Object af ti 

Dependance and Truſt, and they have no 
ther: This is a ſtrange Word to Fleſh 


Inviſible God? Fleſh and Blood and Senſual 
can never come to this, this is a Religion tl 
hath been hid from Ages, and Generations, 


World; where Senſuality prevails: What i 
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the Comfort of my Life here, and of the 
that is to come, the other Life, to have 
Dependance upon an Inviſible God, that 
able Power that made me, and Created 
World? How is it poſlible for me to ſe- 
ſter my ſelf, and draw my ſelf off from all 
ple Objects? I muſt truſt to this, and truſt 
that; Fleſh and Bood can never attain to 
„with all the Wit and Reaſon it hath, it 
never ſeparate it ſelf from Idols; they are 
e Children; they are Children of another 
b, born of another Seed, that keep theme 
es from Idols; + | 

riends, Idolatry is a great deal more com- 
, I find, than moſt are aware of. Am I 
gmanded to Love the Lord with all my Heart, 
Soul, and Mind, and Might? What is left 
n the whole is taken away ? If God hath 
whole Heart, what havel to beſtow upon 
World? What Love, what Affection, 
Wt Eagerneſs, what Fervency can I beſtow 
the World, or any Object in the World, 
my whole Heart, and Soul, and Mind 
ne before, is gone toward the Lord? 
Whis is the firſt and great Commandment, 


» Second is like unto it, that is, Thon 
0 ve thy Neighbour as thy ſelf; Here it is 
bal the Law and the Prophets, Faith, Creeds, 


e, Religion and Worſhip, all that ever 
i the World, all are comprehended in 
W 7 hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
cart, Soul and Strength, and thy Neigh> 
ow (7 thy ſelf : So what need is there for us — 
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Heart and Soul to him? Cannot truſt! 


* 


Text? For my part, I ſhould only deſire lf 


giving up to God, our Love ſet upon him. 


be diſputing about Religion, about this Tel 
and the other Tenet ; this Text, and the oth 


you to underſtand this Text, and I ſhould if 
doubt your going to Heaven: Here is of 
Sum, here's all at once, here's the Quinteſſlz 

of all Religion, of all Types, Shadows, il 
gures, Ceremonies and Prieſt-hood, and 
that ever was or could be Named and Prat 
ſed in the World, all brought to this, The 


What is this ſufficient, will ſome ſay? I 
will make you a good Moral Man; but v 
is this to the Chriſtian Religion? Tou mi 
be led into Error, and become an Herel 
for all this. 

How can this be, that 1 ſhould not bed 
ſound Faith, but 1e into Error and Hen 
for all this? When People let in Error, 
Hereſie, and Unſoundneſs of Faith; where 
they let it in? Do they not let in the Pri 
ples of Error and Hereſie into their Heal 
I believe this, and that, and the other E 
it comes into the Heart, and hath a ſeat ii 
Heart; but how can we let it into the Het 
When the Heart is given up to God? Cann 
keep out Error and Herehe, if I give up 


with all? 
This kind of Talk of Error an@Herefet 
come among Men that have had the keep 
of their own Souls; they have taken their 
Souls mo their own _ and have 00m 
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ir Religion themſelves, or have gotten ſome 
j to order it for them, and a great many 
chem have met together to make Creeds, 
a Catechiſms, and Confeſſions, and Ortho- 
_ Dotrines, that might certainly be pro- 
ed and ſubſcribed. So afterwards me 
ee come and found fault with them; then 
y muſt have a Council to try them, then 
ie go off and are laid aſide, and others 
given in the room of them, fo that theſe 
n have ſet up for themſelves : Theſe would 
be under the Government and Preſcription 
Cod, as Children under the Government of 
ather, but they will ſet-up Religions them- 
es, and ſay to the reſt of the World, If you 
n any thing contrary to our Principles, 
are an Heretick, and being a Heretick 
are to be rooted out and cut off. Do not 
read in the Scripture, that whoever hears 
the Prophet that was to come into the World 
be cut off? What will not you hear Chriſt 
ak in the Church? Will not you hear Chriſt 
ak ? The Church cannot ſpeak without a 
ad; if you will not hear the Church, you 
Il be cut off. Then they have fallen to 
ging, and Burning, and Killing, and De- 
dying People, and Nations not a few: And 
comes from their making Faiths, and 
eds, and ordering Religion themſelves; all 
ir Barbarous and Inhuman Cruelties, Mar- 
Ing and Dungeoning People, comes from 
ir making Faiths themſelves, and of all 
Ss nothing is more deſperately —_— 
| An 
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and they did not know it. The Heart is decu 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked, ni 
can know it? Men know not how Proud ay 
Arrogant they themſelves are, and yet they 
wou'd be ordering the Hearts, and Mind 
and Conſciences of others; and out of this hai 
ſprung all Superſtition and Idolatry, becaif 
Men would not give up their Hearts to Go 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. II 
Commandment is great in its ſelf, ſtrict in ij; 
Terms, Thon ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy Heart, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Tha 
Neighbours could not ſee with their Eye 
therefore they would be Hanging, and Burnin 
and Deſtroying one another. | 

But Bleſſed be God who is now bringi 
forth true Chriſtianity upon its old Baſis a 
Foundation whereon it was plac'd at firſt, k 
Chriſtianity hath been juſtled off from its h 
Foundation; for inſtead of loving God wi 
all their Hearts, and loving their Neighba 
as themſelves, they hated them: Now this 
the Day, O Friends, the weight of it is gre: 
this I fay is the Day wherein God is bring 
Chriſtianity upon its old Foundation. 

| would not have you think that I am ht 
judging our Fore-fathers, that are fallen aſle 
that therefore they are gone to Hell, becal 
they ſaw not this Day, and lived not to 
that Benefit of it that we enjoy; I am far fi 
it: This was the thing that they believed i 
prayed to God for, they did not ſee this D 
outwardly, but they ſaw it by Faith: Wh 
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W..; a Child, I remember the People of God, 
hen they got three or four together, they 
ould rejoyce in the Hopes of what they Fore- 
„, they gave Thanks to God for the Bleſſed 
W275 that he would bring forth, though they 
uld uot tell when; they did ſay, and believe 
at God would ſcatter the Fogs, and Miſts, 
Wd bring forth an Happy Day, wherein his 
ople ſhould have the Gift of his Spirit; when 
Ney ſaw the Impoſitions and Perſecutions of 
ole times, when they that did not conform, 
a comply, were caſt into Priſons, Dungeons, 
ad Goals: Well, it will not always be thus, ſay 
ey, there is a Day a coming, wherein the 
rd will ſet his People free from all the Yoaks 
Oppreſſion, and from the Oppreſſor. 
Indecd my Soul did rejoyce in hearing the 
ophetical Sayings of thoſe good Men, and L 
dught I might live to ſee that Day: Bleſſed 
God that hath 'Preferved my Life to this 
y, and to this Hour to enjoy what they 
yed for: They Prayed to God to ſcatter 
Miſts and Fogs, that they might no longer 
ud and Darken Men's Minds, and hinder 
m-from enjoying God's Teaching; Bleſſed 
God, that, we are now in the Enjoyment of 
Prayers of the Faithful, that left the World 
dre we were in it, Now the Day is come 
they Prayed for, and Enquired after. 
ow ſtrangely doth the Man Tälk, weill 
e ſay, concerning the Chriſtian Religion? ; 
Chriſtian Religion is all” England ovirt; 
- any Meeting in London, except one, ag 
8 : 75 1+. 00-8 C4 3 * * they * 
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they. will tell you they are Chriſtians; 3 I wolf 
to God, they were, that is the worſt I wih 
them all: But what ſhould we talk of thei 
Chriſtian Religion without the Chriſtian Lite? 
Except we find that amongſt' them, what jig 
nifies the Name and Profeſſion of it? Au 


the Chriſtian Doctrine is wanting in may 


Places too. There is many in this City urging 


this very Command, of Loving God with ali 


their Hearts, and their Neighbours as then 
ſelves, as ferventlyas I can do, or any body ell 
and yet they will tell you in the next Breati 
that no Man in London, nor in the Worllf 
can do this, no Man can poſlibly Love Gu 
with all his Heart, never a Man can be fou 
that can perform ſuch an Act, as to Love ll 
Neighbour as his ſelf : Not every Neighboulf 
it may be, but ſome one choice Aſſociatel 
may pick out, that he can Love, and bear w 
His Infirmities and Affronts, and Love him 
himſelf; Love thy Neighbour, that is et 
body, chat there may be a Good -will for 
People throughout the whole Race of M 
kind, Peace on Eartb, Good-will towards A 
This is the Fruit of the Goſpel. Chriſl 
Words will not make the Chriſtian Relig 
there muſt be a Chriſtian Life; but whi 
ſhall we find that, or ſeek it? 

I. know not, I have nothing to do to Ju 
any body, but there is one that Judgeth 8 
it is that Liveth the Chriſtian Life, and 
doth not? Who is this? What an one is i 
1 Head of rhe "Criſtian Church: Why 
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e here? Les, the Head of the Chriſtian 
urch is here, and he ſpeaks and gives Sen- 
ace, if you have an Ear you may hear him, 
ad it you will turn your Mind inward, for 
eis an /-ward Miniſter ;, every one of you if 
Won will turn your Minds inward, he will 
11 you whether you live a Chriſtian Life, 
Wd what a Life it is you Live: If there be a 
Wrunkard here, let him ask whether his Lite 
a Chriſtian Life; will a Man go away Ig- 
rant from this Place and have no Anſwer ? 
W there be a Drunkard here, let him ask in- 
irdly in his own Bolom, Lord is my Life a 
Wriſtian Life? I dare affirm on Gods Beha 
vill have an Anſwer, No my Life is not 
WC hriſtian Life, but a ſhameful Beaſtly Life, 
Brutiſh one. , | 1 -3xIt 5, ith 
WV ho told you that the Head of Chriſtians, 
riſt Jeſus, is pretent ? . Chriſt Jeſus, is he 
ſent? How came he here? He is Aſcended- 
into Heaven ſuch a Day, ſay;ithey,: how. 
e he here? Let him be Aſcended up / into 
aven, yet he is not ſo Aſcended into Hea- 
as not to be here alſo; how ſhould he ful». 
is Promiſe, if he be Circumſeribed in Heas- 
or Earth? How ſhould he make-good his 
miſe, if when Two or Three, are met together 
„Name, he is not in the midſt. of them? 
e are now many more than Two or Three 
together in the Name of Chriſt, and that, 
e for Acceptance with God, through the, 
liator, Chriſt Jeſus; if you think that here. 
Two or Three 93 together in due We | 
"3 . 0 
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of Chriſt, it follows that Chriſt is in th : 
- midſt of them. : 
I know not what yon may enjoy; ſome _ 
poſſibly ſay, I do not find any ſuch Preſenc 
of Chriſt, I hear of the Preſence of Chriſt inf 
the Sacrament, and I have heard talk of th 
Preſence of Chriſt at a Meeting, but 1 han 
been at many a Meeting, and | never found 
ſich a Preſence of Chriſt. | 
Can you Read the Scriptnres? Yes, 10 5 
Read the Scriptures as well as you, but thai 
cannot give me a ſenſe of it; I do Read thi 
Scriptures and Believe it, but what f gnific 
my Reading the Scriptures concerning the pu 
ſence of Chriſt, if I have not a ſenſe of ii 
I have been at many a Meeting, but ner: 
had the ſenſe of ſuch a Divine Preſendl 
as you talk of, nor it many be at the Sac or 
ment neither: What is the Reaſon thou haſt M 
ſenſe of it? If thou wilt take my Counſel, ai 
turn thy Mind inward, and enquire. whether 
the sg! ſpeak of be true, whether there 
ſach a Voice as I ſpeak of, that will tell Mus 
what thy State is; if thou wilt be true to ij 
ſelf, thou mayſt know the Divine Preſend 
and thou mayeſt hear Chriſt ſpeak. T7 
The Soul hath got Eyes, and Ears, as WillWu« 
as the Body: What Eyes doth the Apo 
mean when he ſaith, The God of this World Mat 
| blinded the Eyes of them that believe not, 
15 Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, if 
ui the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them t 
5 the Sow back Eyes, and Ears, as well = | 
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ody, it can hear, and ſee as the Body; as the 
Bodily Eye can ſee Viſible things, fo the Eye 
fthe Soul can ſee things that are Inviſible, and 
eavenly; you can hear my Voice outward- 
, and you may hear the Voice of Chriſt in- 
Wrardly: I have known ſome that have been 
Wo afraid to hear lil of themſelves, that they 
Would not enquire; ſome have been fo guilty 
Ii their own Conſciences, that they have been 
ciraid of hearing Ill, that they would not en- 
WHuire about themſelves: So it is inwardly, 
Wome have been ſo Conſcious that their Life 
nd Converſation is naught, that their Life 
res a ſinful Life, that they dare not put it to 
he queſtion: It would certainly have been 
old them, Thy Life is not a Chriſtian Life, 
nou muſt mend thy Life, before ever thou 
omeſt to have Peace with God: If this ſhould 
e thy Portion and mine, that upon ſearch 
ye ſhould find our Condition bad, whaz 

arm ts it. jo 
1 would put one Queſtion fo thee, be ſeri- 
os ia conſidering of it: We are all Children 
Wrath by Nature, none of us differ about 
at, and that Unleſs we be born again, we 
innot enter into the Kingdom of God: The 
"IWnoſtion is, whether J am one of thoſe or no? 
ippoſe upon Enquiry it be diſcovered to me 
at I am not, that is bad enough; this is 
rd, but not ſo hard as it is true; this is the 
Ping which I would have you conſider: Am 
dt in a better Caſe to know that 1 am in 
Natural State, than to go on and periſh to 
C3 _ _ "Eteralty? 
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Eternity? As long' as there is Life, then 
is Hope; as long as a Man is upon the Earth 
and taking Care for his Soul, and enquirin 
about the State of his Immortal Soul, if M 
Soul is not in a good Condition, is it not her 
ter for him to know it, and to ſeek for a Cure 
For there is no greater Infirmity, and Infeliif 
ty can be upon Man, than to have ſome of 
cult and hidden Diſeaſe, that he cannot Wſ 
made ſenſible of; for this waſtes and ſpoils hin 
and he cannot be perſwaded to look out fil 
a Remedy: So it is inwardly, if a Man be il 
norant of his Condition, and go on to his Dll 
ing-day, and Hour, and does not ſeek after 
Remedy, this Man periſneth without all pe 
adventure. When you are in this Enquiry, 
content to be controlled, be willing to hai 
the Truth ſpoken, tho it be againſt your ſeln 
I might inſtance in divers things that I ha 
ſpoken of: If a Man be ſatisfied that his L 
is not 2 Chriſtian Life; I ſay, if the Swen 
or Lyar, if the proud Perſon, or the Eſſel 
nate, as ſoon as they come to be ſatited ti 
their Life is not a Chriſtian Life thay tit 
now live, what can this Man expect Wi 
Counſel ſhould we give him, and what 
Fl,fhould he take? I will go on in r W 
that 1 am in: What, after thou knowel[[ ti 
Life is not a Chriſtian Life? God forbif 
. Wile chou go on and perpetrate Sin upon ſl 
and heap up Wrath againſt the Day of Wra 
I ama Sinner, my Life is Unchriſtian, I 4 
accaunt to live in Sin, and die in Sin; is 


10 
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good poliey? Co Conſider another Text whith 
er Lord ſpake, ye die in Jour Sins, whithe 
- 0, ye cannot come. 
O Friends, lay theſe things to your Hearts, 
hat have | to do but to tell you that the 

Wove | have in my Soul for you all, makes me 
ere in my Heart that you might be Save 2 
ii the Will of God, that you might all be ſa- 
, and come to the knowledge of the Truth: 
== ſed are they that know the Truth, the 
7:4 as it is in Jeſus: Truth in the inward 
arts, hath a ſpeaking Voice; and if thou 
Wearken to it, ic will tell thee that thy State 
& Naught: Cauſt thou believe the Truth 
hen he tells thee ſo, that thy State is Naught, 
Ind that thou art like to go 1g Eternal De- 
ruction, unleſs there be Re ce and Re-. 
neration to prevent it? Ca ou beliefs Ig 
is Doctrine, when it ſounds in thy own 
eart? If thou can'lt not believe it, Unbelief 
ill be thy Ruine: The Spirit of Truth is 
me to convince the World of Sin, becauſe they 
lieve not in Chriſt; he tells them their Con- 
tion, and they will not believe hint: The 
irit. of Chriſt convinceth Men of Sin, aod 
ey kelieve him not; The Spirit” of 1 | 
winceth thee of thy Sin, but tho bell 

In not: Thou loveſt thy Pleaſur aud hr 

oft, and thine Honour, then thou. ef 
t God with all thine Heart, and then tion 
t not a Chriſtian, but oat of Covenant with 
od. Art thou ſenſible that thy gate fs 


d, were it aot. beſt to get it mended ; 775 
1. C4 | 
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we are convinced of our own Sinful State, 
it not our beſt Courſe to ſeek to have ili 
mended? Who ſhall mend it? Saith one, 
have done all I can to mend my Life, and 
cannot mend it. eee 

I have concluded ſo in my younger Ven 
have Faſted, and Prayed, and ſpent time il 
Hearing, Reading, and Meditation, and vl 

all in my own Power, and all to mend nll 
State, but I could not mend it, and as 1 gr 
up in Years, Sin and Corruption more p 
vailed, and there was no help, and I came 
far as to believe there was no help, and thi 
if God did not help me, I was undone to 
Eternity: I many times wiſh'd that I hadnen 
been born; I weat co Miniſters and Meeting 
and to all forts of ſeparate People, and to 
manner of Ordinances, and to all manner 

Means, to mend this bad Heart of Mine, 

ſiee if 1 could get a Power that would 
me Victory over my Corruptions, but 1 
Arm was never ſo long as to reach thereun 
zt was far out of my Power and Reach. 
Many have ſought to get this Power of 1 
forming their Hearts and Lives, to attain 
by their own hands, by their own endeavon 
Hut they could never do it, they could ne., 
- Setter their Condition, nor bring forth FH. 
ee of Amendment of Life; i wiſh if 

_ . Every one was come to that paſs, thar ti 
Kue not which way to turn them, that . 
were come at laſt to their Wits end; 
' _ Will come to it ſooner or later, the oo 
3 e 


2 
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Petter. I have done all 1 can, I can do no 
ore, | am at my Wits end, and I know 
ot what to think, concerning my Eternal 
late, Iknow not what to judge of it, I ſtrive 
W-ainſt my Luſts and Corruptions, but for all 
What they prevail upon me, Temptations come 
efore me, but 1 cannot conquer them. O 
Ia glad when People are come to that paſs, 
hat they know not what to do, but deſpair 
"Wt their own Arms, of their own Strength, and 
beir own Wit, and deſpair of all other help 
the World, I am glad of that, _ 
By But 1 am not preaching vp Deſpair of God's 
race and Mercy; but let me tell you, when 
len deſpair of their own Doings, and of ail 
utward Means, and Helps, then they are fit 
bjects for the Mercy of God, and not *cill 
hen; When the Lord locked, and ſaw that there 
as none to Save, and Deliver, then his own 
Jm broug ht Salvation. God will not ſave 
ill then, God will not reveal his Power till 
len have done with their awn. Power; they 
ill never truſt God, while they think they 
an do ſomething for themſelves. All the 
Worms of Religion of the ſeveral People of 
his Nation, will do them little Good with- 
ut the Power: What is the meaning of that 
rinciple, to have ſuch Maſſes, and Prayers, 
ad Performances? What is the meaning of 
let us ſearch to the Bottom. They lay we 
„ee Sinners, when we Pray ta God for his 
eeſling, and for Salvation by Chriſt, there. is. 
at the bottom, they think theſe Duties and 
Cys > Performaſices 
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Performances will be very helpful to th 
State, helpful towards the knowledge ir! 
to ſpeak plain Engliſh, theſe are the 
Gods: If I ſpeak of prophane and wick: 
People, I would ſay their Luſts are the: 
Gods: But when I ſpeak of Righteous pe. 
ple that are meer Formaliſts, then I ſay then" 
Duties, as they call them, are their Gn 
When they have done all, they can do . 
thing for them, and then they have no Gods ai" 
all, then they are Godleſs; and if God doe 
not help them, they are undone to all Eta * 
uity. | i 
When poor Creatures are caſt out, as it wen 
into the open Field, to the loathing of th 
Perſons, not ſalted at all, nor ſwadled at af 
but lying in the Guilt of their Blood: Win? 
" 


paſſed by thee, ſaith the Lord, and ſaw thee ji 
luted in thy own Blood, I ſaid unto thee, mi 
thou waſt in thy Blood, yea when thou waſt | 
thy Blood, ſaid unto thee, Live. When 
paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, il 
time was a time of Love, and I ſpread my S0 
over thee, and covered thy Nakeanejs; yell 
ſmare unto thee, and entred into Coven 
with thee, faith the Lord God, and thou becaniii 
eſt mine. What was it a time of Love when 
was ſuch an Object in my own Eyes, that 
thought I was the moſt miſerable Creature 
the World, One that could not make a go 
Prayer, nor diſpute for Religion, nor pertoni 
any Duty, a poor Creature caſt out into ul 
open Field, tothe loathing of my Perſon, 1 


1 „ 7 
r that I Gained, My Name was from among 
„e Living, my days were paſſed over in Sor- 
ow, and ! ſaid there is nothing but Darkneſs, 
nad Death and Miſery for me; I uſed all Means, 
aid tried all Things, ſaving only a Living Truſt 
WW: God, a Truſt in God alone, and that Fleſh 
ad Blood cannot do, Fleſh and Blood cannot 
WE :ow him, therefore Fleſh and Blood cannot 
BS: uf in him: Alas, faid I, I cannot truſt in 
hc Lord, I cannot caſt my Soul, and all my 
BE oncernments, my Fame and Reputation: in 
be World, I cannot caſt all upon the Care of 
Wc Almighty, I cannot know him, nor truſt 
him, how can I do it, no body can do it: 
h that know my Name, faith the Lord, they 
Wl put their truſt in me; never a truer Word 
as ſpoken, but how they ſhould know God, 
ad truſt in him, I know not. TO 
Wen thou comeſt once to this paſs, to be 
Wt thy Wits end, and not know which way 
o turn thee, nor to whom to run for help, 
Ir to ask Counſel for thy Souls Well-fare, 
hen thou art come to the end of all, and 
ithout hope, then God reveals himſelf by 
is Son Jeſus Chriſt; Chriſt the Son of God 
known by our coming to him, but none 
n come unto Chriſt, except the Father which 
l ſent him, draw him: When then haſt dene 
eg thy Gods, and thrown away thy Idols to 
e 5atrs and Afeles, then thou wilt find the 
ord, and thou wilt cry out, O that God 
Would hays Mercy upon me, and lift up the 
abt of his Countenance upon me, I am a 
5 + poor 
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poor miſerable Creature; there are many th 
make ſuch a whining and complaining, tha 
they take a Pride in their very Complaint 
their Hypocriſie is ſo great: I have knom 
Tome that have prided themſelves in wordin 
their Condition, and expreſſing their miſery 
ble Caſe before the Lord; but ſuppoſe tha 
canſt not ſpeak at all, but feeleſt thy - 
Miſerable, thou canſt not expreſs thy Co 
dition; at ſuch a time as this God was drawing 
chy Soul to Chriſt Jeſus, the Mediator of it 
I have heard of a Mediator, and that there iff 
Balm in Gilead for me, that there is a Phyſitiaf 
there, that there is one Phyſitian, even Jeſullf 
Chrilt, the Mediator of the New Covenant 
thou haſt ſinned againſt him, and grieved hin 
get he ſtands with open Arms for thee, read 
20 receive thee and embrace thee; when 
ſands he? He ſtands at the door and knock 
ut is a ſinall matter, one would think, to ll 
Him in- Rev. 3. 20. Behold, I ſtand at ill 
door and knock, and if any Man hear my Vo 
and open the door, I will come in to him, a 
Sup with him, and he with me. Here is go 
News for an hungry Soul, if any ſuch pe her 
Chriſt the Mediator, ſtands at the daor al 
knocks, he will come in and Sup with th 
if thou open to him; then we ſhall meet wil 
the Lord's Supper: This is the Lord, 1 
wait for him; he will bring his Bread will 
him, the Bread of Life, and the Wine of lf 
Kingdom, and the Lord's Supper will be 
tebraged without Caviling and Jangling. K 
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* Commandment. © 67 
Now becauſe we will not pervert the Scrip- 
ire, I would have you that underſtand 
ools, read what Commentators of this and 
rmer Ages ſay upon this Text; whether 
icy do not deliver in their Opinions, that 
is knocking at the Door, is Chriſt calling 
e Soul by his Grace; and this Door is the 
Poor of the Heart, and Chriſt's calling the 
Woul by his Grace and Spirit, to let him in by 

aich: This is their Judgment and Senſe, and 
heir Senſe is mine; and I believe the Genuin 
enſe of this Text, that Chriſt would have 
a cople think he is near to them, and would 
Wave them open their Hearts, and Receive him 
y Faith, for to be a Saviour to them. 

No; that, ſaith Fleſh and Blood, I cannot 
Wear, I cannot conſent to have him for my Sa- 
oour, I will not let him in, for he is like 

Hicaiah to Abab, Fe never ſpake good concern- 
ene. For if J have him for my Saviour, I 
ut part with my Luſts and Pleafures; if 
ere be any other Saviour, I will try, and not 
eddle with him; he will ſpoil all our Mirth 
ad good Society, he will tell me of every 
ric Word that I ſhall ſpeak, I muſt give an 
Wccount thereof in the Day of Judgment: 
hat do you think that I can like ſuch a Sa- 
Wour ? That I can live with ſuch an one as will 
Wi! me to an Account for every Word l ſpeak; 
Id that if I ſpeak one Idle Word, Judgment 
ill come upon me? No, I will try one and 
ocher, rather than accept of him upon ſuch 

erms; tam one that am joyned to ſuch a 
1 ; Church, MD | 
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58 The Firſt and Great | 
Church, and enjoy ſuch and ſuch Ordinance 
and ſuch Helps: I am in Covenant with G 
and under the Seals of that Covenant; 1a 
Baptized, and do partake of the Lord's Suppe 
which is another Seal of the Covenant, I hoy 
It will go well with me. I will go ſomethin 
farther : Another ſaith, He muſt have a Med 
ator, I will go to the Virgin Mary, and off 
ſomething to her, and pray to her: Salth; 
nother, I will go to Saint James, and Sai 
John, and other Saints to Iarercede with Gulf 
for me. They muſt have ſome Mediataifi 
This is the Twiſting and Twining of the 80 
and Daughters of Men, to keep out Chriſt tl 
* Mediator, who came into the Worl 
or this purpoſe, to deſtroy the Works oi 
the Devil: Alas, I have nothing left but mil 
bare Life and Living in this World; l ha 
nothing left me hut ſome Little deſire I had 
pleaſe God, and that he will never Judge and Coꝗ 
demn me for; but my falſe Dealing, and Bu 
ing and Selling with Deceit, He will Jud 
this, and Condemn me; and my diſconrih 
of things without me; all my Carnal Friel 
ſhip of the World, and my vain Faſhions, d 
this is Corrupt and Defiled, theſe he came if 
purpoſe to deſtroy, He came to deſtroy boi 
the Devil and his Works. What can a Mal 
Live in the World and never joyn with tf 
Devil? Never Sin at all? Never do any thin 
that the Devil would have him to do? The 
is no Perfection in this World; no lh 
withour Sin here 3 zen 1 am fure there 
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aity wick Chriſt here; and if there be no 
nity with Chriſt, then there is none with 
od the Father. M hat will become of thee now ? 
hat will all the Pleaders for that Opinion (ay 
dW? There's ſoinething ſtands between God 
a me,. and 1: ſhall never have Peace; and 
hat is that? It is Sin, I would have my Sin 
ken away, elſe I had better never been born: 
anſt thou remove Sin out of thy heart? I 
ve tryed, but I cannot do it; I have heard 
Chriſt the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
e faith, He came into the World, and that 
Ir this purpoſe he was manifeſted, that he 
ignt deſtroy the Works of the Devil. Now 
Wn in my Heart is the Devil's Work, I will 
Sc if he will deſtroy that for me, 1 will truſt 
a rely upon him, and ſee if his great Pow- 
W can deſtroy it in me. 
Here people comes rightly to believe in him 
Wart God hath ſent, and truſt in him, and he 
ill take them in, and like a Chyrurgeon he 
Wil! rip their Hearts, and let out their Cor- 
Wptions, though there hath been never ſa 
uch Rottenneſs, and he will heal them, and 
rifie them, and pardon them, though they have 
en never ſo wicked, if they come to him; 
en thy Sins are ſet in order before thee, then 
ou cryeſt out, O wretched Man that 1 am, 
M „h deliver mit from this Body of Death? Is 
Cod that hath thought on me, and waited 
be Gracious, and hath born my Sins long! 
pw wonderful is his Patience towards me? 
i theſe things working in the Soul, tends to 
PEE EO IO — beget 
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60 The Firſt and Great | 
beget a Love to God, and fervent Deſires ai 
being cleanſed and purified from Sin, and en 
neſt Prayer to the Lord to make the Holy Fi 
to kindle that would burn it up: The mol 
the Soul truſteth in Chriſt, the more doth 
Heavenly Fire burn up our Luſts, and the 
Man feels a great Change in his Mind: 1 
things ( ſaith he) that I delighted in, are u 
gricvons to me, | hope I ſhall never be found 
thoſe things again, my Mind is now taken; 
them; who took 1t off? Diſt thou not ſtrive 
fore to take it off? I did, but I could not doi 
There are many I believe, in this Aſn 
before the Lord, that are my Witneſſes in tiff 
matter, that when they came to Chriſt il 
Mediator, he changed their Minds, and hei; 
tied the Devil's Fetters; they were tied tot 
Sins and Luſts, but he hath unloſed them, thi 
are aſhamed of thoſe: things that they formal... 
I/ took pleaſure in; What Fruit ( ſaitb 
Apoſtle) had you in thoſe things, whereof 
are now aſhamed ? So | ſay, what Pleaſure hy 
you ia Sporting, and Gaming, and Drink 
and Company-keeping ? What Pleaſire lu 
you to think on your Wanton Diſcour 1 
What Pleaſure in Pride and Vanity? hat d 
fare in Wrath and Bitterneſs of Mind? 
what Pleaſure in Malice and Envy ? W. 
Pleaſure have you in theſe things whereoi ll 
are now aſhamed? So far as you are convind 
you are aſhamed to think of them; I am 
med to think that the Devilat ſuch a time, 
fach a Temptation ſhould prevait over me 
Wu 


61 


old to God you were all come to this, to be 
amed, that you might remember your paſt 
Ss Ways,and Actions with Sorrow and Shame: 
eere is a ſecret Joy in this: Sure it is better to 
W :hamed than to continue in Impndence : 
od bath wrought this Change at laſt; and 
Jo ſhall have the Glory of it? God ſhall 
re the Glory of it, for his own Works will 
Wiſe him: What Men do, many times they 
for their own Praiſe; but when they are 
W their Wits end, and know not what todo, 
Ney caſt themſelves upon their Maker, to ſee 
he will have Mercy upon them; if not, they 
Wuſt periſh; then for what he doth, he gets 
e Glory and the Praiſe of it. fs 


od while they have a Day to live, for what 
& hath done for them: They could never 
ve loved God with all their Hearts, but they 
ould. have continued Strangers to God; and 


ill: They would got have loved God with 
their Hearts, had not God firſt ſhed abroad 
love upon their hearts, and conſtrained them 

love him; it is he that hath firſt loved them, 
d wronght in them both to will and to do, of 1s 
good pleaſure. Whatſoever we are, we are 


them that believe and obey the Goſpel: 
y Friends, we know there is fo much Peace, 


al- gatisfaction in walking with God, and 
ring of him with all our Hearts, l hy 


There are ſome here, that are bound to praiſe | 


ze Devil would have led them Captive at his 


WT the Grace of God; this Grace is magmified 


Wd Pleaſure in the Ways of God, fo. much 
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be glad if every one of you were of the uf 
mind, and had experience of it. We Lab 
diligently for this purpoſe, and we would i 
defore you theſe two things. 
_ Firſt, How we may come to know off 
miſerable State by Natur S. 1 3 
And what a bleſſed and happy State they lf 
in, that have been Converted and Changed; i 
have been tran{ated out of the Kingdom 
Darkneſs, into che Kingdom of God's dear S 
Conſider your State by Nature is Evil, i 
hope that. many of you believe the Reports 
the Goſpel, concerning the Soodneſs of 
Lord, his great Love in fending his Son ii; 
the World, to ſeek and to ſave you that wal 
loſt, and that you believe in him. And i 
are perſwaded, that by the Fooliſhnek 
Preaching God will ſave ſome of you, ti 
you may be his Redeemed Ones, and truſt tl 
other Saviour; For there is not any other Ni 
under Heaven, but the Name of Feſus, by ul 
yon can be Saved: He only can take a 
the Sins of the World, his Spirit ſearci 
the Heart, and tryeth the Reins, which 
promiſed to ſend into the World when hen 
leaving of it; Now I dare proclaim that Bl 
_ to be the Spirit of the God of Heart 
that now ſees what Reſolution thou art of, al 
what thou art now propoſing to do; wheti 
to go on in Sin, or to return to God: Ti 
can ſpeak! without Blaſphemy, It is C 
Spirit that ſearcheth the Heart, and know 
thy Thoughts and Pur poſes, and convincethi 
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| Commanament, * 
cy Sin; God hath ſent his Son Chriſt Je- 
into the World to enlighten you, that by 
W Light you may ſee him, and that by his 
ce you might receive him, and that by his 
ce you might be ſaved. 25 94 Þ 
ro him I commit you all, and theſe Words 
t we have ſpoken in the Evidence and De- 
adttration of the Spirit, according as he 
AS wrought in us. 637 
W muſt tell you we were never called of 
Na to Study Sermons for you, nor to Preach 
"W225 that are made ready to. our Hands, 
as the Lord our God hath wrought in us, 
as God hath been pleaſed to make known 
= ind to us, and by his Spirit given us 
terance, fo we Speak, and ſo we Preach : 
u that are come to believe and receive the 
82s of the Spirit, you will judge what I 
: / ſpeak unto you that are Spiritual, judge 
e 1 ſay, faith the Apoſtle: So when 1 
ak of Divine and Heavenly things, you 
WE: are ſpiritual, Judge what I ſay; and as 
come to Judge and Determine in your 
es that theſe things are true, you will feel 
"WE £ower of them in your own Spirits, and we 
"8 all be of the ſame Mind; and as we have 
c., we ſhall ſerve him in Sincerity, and 
"hip him with Reverence : Then his Name 
l be exalted in the midſt of us, and we 
"8! edifice one another in Love, and we ſhall 
cc uct one another, and call upon one ano- 
r; Core let us go te the Houſe of the God of 
ob, Ee will teach ut, and preſerve ws in his 
Way, 
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The Firſt and Great 
Way, and do us Good, and keep us fr 
all Evil.- 1 5B; 
Turn your Minds inward, and con 
that God is God at hand, ready to help ol 
and he requires no more of you than of off 
People in former times, to love the Lord wil 
all your Hearts, and to abſtract and with 
your Mind from all other things, that do cull 
ia Competition with him; and be ſure to 
no Truſt or Dependance but upon him: Th 
fee what God will do for you; no Tow 
ean expreſs, nor Pen write, Neither bali 
entred into the Heart of Man to concen 
things that God hath prepared for thoſe | 
love him. That Wiſdom and Knowle 
that Joy and Peace, and Conſolation that 
feth all Underſtanding, He will reveal anda 
municate by his Spirit to them thas | 
him, and truſt in him, and rely upon him, i 
receive teaching from him; he will feed th 
with Food in due ſeaſon, he will bring the fol 
and the latter Rain, and they ſhall be as 1 
planted by the Rivers of Water, and bring 
Fruit in due ſeaſon, aud their Leaf ſhall not iſ 
This hath beea Londons Wonder, and 
lands Wonder; How comes it to pals i 
ſuch a People's Leaf hath not W irhered, ! 
_ Faded, as many have done? Our Root wal 
a River, If we had ſtood ia our ſelves, iti 
Dependance, and Support, had been upon il 
| Arines, Tenets, and Commandments of 
then our. Leaf would have nen 
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ond as well as others; but becauſt we 
Je been upon our Root, Chriſt Jeſus, that is 
W215 green, both in Summer, and Winter, 
efore our Leaf hath not withered; to the 
ice of God, and the Honour of his Name 
it ſpoken ; He hath preſerved us, for we 
e no Power of our ſelves, no more than 
ers; but we truſt in God and have recei- 
Power from God, to ſtand as Wit- 
es for him; we have truſted in the Lord, 
he hath ſtood by us, and delivered us, 
ea we were compaſſed about with Dan- 
and Diſtreſles ; if we continue to truſt in 
2 till, he will bring us through all our 
als, and Troubles, and he will be with 
and never leave us nor forſake s; if we 
e him for eur God, we ſhall never need 
other. 2 *. 
e read that Senacherib King of Aria, 
ERKabſhe lab to Jeruſalem, to Hezekiab with 
Wrcat Army, ſaying, What Confidence is this 
rein thou truſteſt? And be ſpake alſo to the 
le, and cryed with a loud Voice, Hear yon 
Word of the Great King of Aſſyria, Les 
Hezekiah deceive you, for he ſhall not be 
to deliver you. neither let Hezekiah male 
Wl truſt in the Lord, ſaying, The Lord will de- 
. Hezekiah be went and Prayed to the 
4, /4ying, O Lord of Hoſt, God of Iſtael, 
i dwelleſt between the Cherubims, thou ate 
bd, the God alone of all the Kingdoms of 
tb, . thou haſt made Heaven and Earth, 
me thine Ear C Lord, and bear; open thine _ 
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Eyes O Lord, and ſee. and hear all the Way if 
Senacherih, which he bath, fent to  Reproath.; 
Living God, &c. And we read that after 
had preſented his .Supplication before the i 
The Angel of the Lord went forth and ſmai8 
the Camp of the Aſlyrians, One hundred 
ſcore and five thouſand, and when they araſe 
ly in the Morning, behold they were 'all: 4 
A n 
Thus you fee what came of it laſt; 
thus it hath been in our day, they that tn 
in the Lord, he will deliver them, and th 
ſhall never be aſhamed nor confounded; | 
as for all other Gods, they that truſt in th 
ſhall be confounded and covered with Sha 
and they and their Gods will periſh together, 
And now my Friends, I beſgech you al 
have reſpec to this great Duty of putting 
whole Truſt inthe Lord, whois the Living 
and he will be always preſent with you, 
work in you both to will and to do of 
good Pleaſure; he will ſupport and preſ 
you in all your Tryals and Sufferings, 
you may be Veſſels of Honour, to bear 

Name in the Earth, and ſo ſound forth 
Praiſe to the following Generations. 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


Me Glorious, Infinite Powerful Fat. 
LYA whoihaſt Created us, and given us 
and Breath, and lengthened out our time toi 
Day, and haſt long waited 0 be gracious 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 67 
and art ſtill waiting upon the Sons and 
adters of Men, holding forth the Hand of 
love, and offering thy Grace and ten- 
s Salvation unto them, and haſt brought 
oy of upon the Inhabitants of 

City and Nation: Glory, Praiſe and 
== n:ſpiving be to thee, O Lord, that by thy 
er haſt inclined the Hearts aud Con- 
ces of the Sons and Daughters of Men to 
it to thee, and how their Necks to the 
ed and eaſie Yoak of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
they may do thy Will on Earth, as it is 
e ein Heaven: They that are travelling, 
diſtreſſed, and afflicted in their Souls be- 
ſe of their Bondage, do thou ariſe, living 
her, and reveal, and diſcover thy Power to 
Wn, ſhew them the exceeding greatneſs of 
Power, that they may truſt therein, and 
Wate; make bare thine Arm for their Sal- 
on: Thoſe that are ſlumbring in their Pro- 
on, let them be awakened; and bring to 
te Heavenly Kingdom thoſe that have paſ- 
through thy Refining Fire, and whom 
Wu haſt Cleanſed and Sanctified: Powerful 
er of Life, carry on thy Work among thy 
ple every where; gather them that are 
eered, and bring back to thy ſelf thoſe that 
vwandring and out of the way, and ſeek- 
Witte Living among the Dead: Lord teach 
9" and let them hear a Voice behind them, 

guide them to the Holy Mountain, that 
may be brought to the Path of Life, and 
Wc Place which thou haſt Provided 4 ny 
| | 5 ctle 


His Prayer after Sermon. 
k to meet and feed together, ol 
fering unanimouſly the Sacrifices of Praia 
Thankſgiving, which thou haſt ordained wil 

pointed in thine Houſe. Bleſſed and Fol 
ful Father, all thy little Ones be pleaſed if 
ſurround with thine Almighty Eower; aff 
where-eyer they are, let them feel, thy pre 
ving Hand delivering them from the Evil 
the World: We pray not that thou ſhould 
take them out of the World, but to preſnlli 
them from the Defilements and Pollution 
it: That Holy People may ſerve. thee tl 


Holy God, and bear thy Holy Name will 
their Hearts, that That above all may bell 


alted and magnified, and humble Thani P 

vings and Praiſes may be given unto . 
through Jeſus Chriſt, for all thy Love thou kf 
maniteſted, and for thy abounding Meraf 
and renewed Favours which we have receinfi 

at thy Hands: To thee, living Father, throſ < 

Jeſus Chriſt thy Well-beloved Son, in wh t 

thou art well pleaſed, be all Honour, Pac 

and Dominion rendred by us, and all thy} | 

ple, from henceforth, and for ever, 4m h« 
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W The Scandard of Truth: 


reached at Grace-Church-Street, 
May 29. 1692. 


HERE is an Univerſal Standard of 

Truth, that God hath ſer up over all 
Sons and Daughters of Men; he hath gi- 
the Knowledge of it in, and through Je- 
Chriſt; he hath dealt it out to them, that 
may be capable of joining and adhering 
he Truth, and to be delivered from Eter- 
Condemnation. This Standard and Aſea- 
g-Rule is revealed and manifeſted in eve- - 
an and Woman, by the Light that ſhines 
heir Hearts, by which they are able to 
rn, and to give a ſound and true Judg- 
Wet (it they are but willing) upon all ther 
Ways. A Man or Woman may know in 
Word they ſpeak, in every Action they 
whether they f. Pony and do,. according 
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70 The Sandard of Truth. 


ro the Truth, or whether they are juſtia 
by the Truth, in what they ſpeak and do. 
I tell you, my Friends, This is no ſil 
Mercy, that Mankind hath obtained at toi 
3 of His Maker, that he is brought iu 
A Capacity of not acting Blind-fold, but th 
he may ſee his Way, and his own Iucli nation 
and paſs Judgment upon them, Whether tip 
are Good or Evil: Whether they will ſta 
juſtified in the ſight of his Maker, or whethl 
they will be condemnet. =_ 
1 confeſs, the Veil of Ignorance, that is conf 
over the Sons and Daughters of Men, thi 
Sin, Tranſgreſſion and Rebellion, is very ge 
And l may ſay, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Some ti 
you were Darkneſs: And what can Darkuq 
Fee ? What can Darkneſs diſcover ? The Lo 
our God, that made us, hath not left us in thi 
State of Darkneſs, Blindneſs and Ignoranf 
but through the Riches of his Mercy all 
Goodneſs, hath found out a way, to com 
that Light ſhould ſhine out of Darkneſs, ii 
People's Hearts, for all that the Devil did 
darken Man, to alienate and eſtrange him fi 
his Maker. Wy ee 1 
The fame Almighty Power, that ſaid in 
Creation, Let there be Light, and it wa 
'ne hath fhined into our Hearts; and the 
by which he hath done fo, is through the 
Alator, through Jeſus Chriſt the Redeeni 
in whom the fulneſs of the Godhead: dwells. 
- hath received Power from his Father, not 
V to be a Light and Salvation, but 20 in 
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d communicate of that Divine Light unto 
em, even unto every one that cometh into the 
„; that ſo by means thereof, they may be 
lrered from their Darkneſs, and Ignorance 
the Mind of God, that they were liable to 
the Fall, and might be reſtored, through 
e Mediator, to a Capacity of judging of their 
en Actions, and of their own Words, and 
ys, and Inclinations. | 

his is che Standard which God hath pitch- 
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our ſelves, either for Juſtification, or Con- 
I nnation, of every Word and Action. | 
Now, to make every one ſenſible of the 
Wcatacſs of this Bleſſing : Conſider, it is not 


Wze; but it is given on purpoſe to allure 
perſwade Men into a Liking of Truth, 
oa Love of Truth: The Apoſtle eſteemed 
a wonderful Mercy that came by Chriſt; 
hath ſent him to Bleſs us, in turning ev 
of #4 from the Evil of his Mays: So that here 
Capacity that the Sons and Daughtersof 
W2 have, through the Mediator, of being 
ned from the Evil of their Ways and Do- 
, to that which is well-pleaſing to God. 
The next Work, after God hath wrought 
s mercifully for the Sons and Daughters of 
is, That they would be good to them- 
es, and merciful to themſelves, and take 
of themſelves, by a due Improvement of 
Grace, and Mercy, and Kindneſs of God, 
he hath beſtowed freely upon them; and 
8 D 2 ON ia 
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in every one of our Boſoms, for the Trial 


y eiven to augment and to encreaſe Know- 


2d far as you do act and ſpeak in Obedia 
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in bringing all their Deeds to that Standary 
all their Words and Actions to that Rule. 
that ſo whatſoever they be, or how many 0 | 
ever, if they do not anſwer that Standard au 
Rule, they may deny, withſtand and reſiſt then 
that ſo they may keep out of Condemnatinf 
For the Apoſtle declares it plainly . withoulf 
ſcruple, There is no Condemnation to them 11 
are in Chriſt Jeſus: If he had ſaid to the 
that profeſs Chriſt Jeſus, there had been 
large Latitude, eſpecially for thoſe Nation 
but the Words are limitted, and you will ili 
them ſo; that is, To them that are in C 
Jeſus; and (as if he ſhould ſay) that you m 
know rightly what I mean; I mean, ſc: if 
walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Sin 
They that are in Chriſt, walk after his Spi 
for, they that walk not after the Spirit of Chriſt, oil 
none of his; but they that are his, walk aft 
the Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, and there 
no Condemnation to them. 5 
It is not only the Scriptures that Rati 
and Confirm this Doctrine, but you your ſell 
Ac all living Witneſſes of the Truth of this, ti 


to the Principle of Truth, that God hath pla 
ed in you, you feel no Condemnation ul 
. you: Such a thing I did at ſuch a time, al 
I had no Condemnation: Why ſo? Becaulki 
did it-4n-Obedience, and SubjeQion to i 
meaſure-of Grace that God ſet up in mi 
and ſuch a thing I did, for which 1 was CO 
demned: Why fo? becauſe I did is accoranhl 
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\ the Inclinations of my own corrupt Mind, 
id in Contradiction to the Truth that open- 
din me. 
My Friends, I would have you in point of 
e Doctrine of Chriſtianity, to be the hette 
r what you Read and Hear; it is poſlible 
Ir me to Preach the Truth, and you may be- 
ere what I ſay, and you may read the Holy 
riptures, and have the Belief of what you 
ad; but if you come to a ſenſible feeling of 
hc fulfilling of chings you hear, you will 
vc a greater Seal to the Truth of the DoQrine, 
lan by all yon have read and heard, and 
ou will grow wiſe to Salvation, by trying and 
W:pcriencing the Effect of every thing you 
Wrnderſtand; and not like the Carnal Men of 
is World, that have not Faith, that mind 
a their Worldly Profits and Pleaſures, ſuch 
ue Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſp, but I would 
age of Actions and Words, according to 
ruth, and according to the Effect I find 
_ mc: I did ſich a thing, and I had Peace in 
We doing of it, 1 feel no Reproach, no Con- 
non upon me: Here is a Way for Peo- 
e to grow up in the Life of Chriſtianity, to 
ep to the Standard of Truth; for whether 
Jen will or no, they muſt do it at laſt; and 
ay now, if they pleaſe, make a Trial of their 
ords and Actions. 5 
4s for the moſt part of yon, you are got 
t Pilate: Pilate could make that Enquiry, 
i Truth? faith he: And I confeſs, it is 
r long ago, it is within the Memory of Man, 
: D 3 that . 
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that a more ſerious and better ſort of Peg 
were confounded with the Darkneſs and |; 
norance of thoſe times, that they were real 
to cry out, What is Truth? And where 
Truth? Their Eyes were ſo blinded, 2 
things were ſo jumbled and confuſed by th 
Diſputations that Men raiſed, that made thing 
fo dark, that People could not fee their Wy 
But God who hath commanded the Light to ſh 
_ ext of Darkneſs, hath brought a Glorious D 
hath diſſipated, and ſcattered, and driven; 
way a great deal of that Fog and Miſt, th 
did overſpread Men's Minds: As many 4 
have ſincerely ſought the Truth in the inwa 
Parts, they have found a Divine Principle iff 
Truth, that hath a ſelf-evidencing Quality. 
it ſelf, to conviace the Minds and Conſaall 
ces of the Sons and Daughters of Men, thai 
is the Truth: Add to this the Lord hai 
brought moſt of you, to be ſenſible of ſon 
thing that is Truth in it felt: There are mf 
ny things that are true in the Words of the 
many true Expreſſions; but there is Truth 
it ſelf, the Eſſential Truth of God, which, 
it is in God, is Everlaſting and Eternal, all 
will ſtand over all Error, and Falſhood and Dl 
ceit; as the Truth in Chriſt Jeſus, it vi 
Standard and Rule for Men to act by: He hall 
given it to the Sons and Daughters of M 
and as it appears in them, it is either a , 
to condema-them, or a Saviour to ſave tl 
from their Sins, and, to juſtifie them. ; 


Fs * 5 | _ 3 4 i. O45; 4 A 4 » 1 we 4 
ET oY * 1 x NR 3 2 9 F n For __ 5 
& b PE 4 Ve Cee 8 1 8 3 = 8 Ls ; 


op 
— 
——ů— 


YT 
hay 
— 


{ 


ER N b 1 — 
3 9 FE \ . 3 ? . * . _ 
1 wi „„ - OM , ** 

DN 2 8 1 5 . . SEE aa) EE) 

n, LEE od \ WEST'S © ie r I 
uh i Su 2 Re] Er Mi —_—_— 2 = 5 
5 2 1 17 n 


— 2 _ __ - 
on «NI W 
1 1 1 
Ce r Ge IS PEI — ET Er OO TRA TILED” < 2 n 
J ¹¹wam. .  C TONS 


— , 4 
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Now that which concerns us, is to find out 
e Meaſure of Truth, or Manifeſtation, or 
rinciple of Truth, which it hath pleaſed God 
) reveal in our ſelves: And whoſoever will 
rn their Minds a little while inward, into 
e ſerious Search and Conſideration, how 
je Lord hath dealt with them, they will find 
ey are not quite deſtitute of Truth. One that - 
kes it his Practice to Lye, Cheat and Cozen, 
not utterly deſtitute of Truth; for there is 
Principle of Truth in him, that doth Check: 
d Reprove him for his Theft, Lying and- 
alſhood, and he lives under Condemnation 
mſelf: He cannot draw near to the God of 
ruth upon any occaſion, but his Lying and 
alſhood ſtand in his way. Now, If ſo be, that 


lis Lyar be made ſenſible of a Principle ef 


ruth in him, and do but bring his Words and 


ions to the Truth, ſo much of it as he knows 


ill make him leave Lying and Deceiving, 


| to practice Truth to eſcape Condemnation ;- 


he will but leave Lying and Falſhood, and- - 


| e in the Truth, and ſpeak the Truth to his 
Neighbour, he will find another State, Con- 
lion and Frame in his Soul, than there was 


fore: He is now more at Peace, and hath a 


Near and Serene Way, to come to God by 


ayer, and for pouring out his Supplication, 


, Which he had not before; for he had barred- 


bis own Way by his Sin, which lay conti- 


9 


ally at his Door; If thou doſt not well, Sin 


% Door, ſaith God to Cain: So, when 
u do Evil, you cannot but know it; when 
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you are Drunk, or Swear, or tell a Lye, a 
deceive your Neighbour, and carry on the M 
Iign of ſinful Profit, thou knoweſt it, whetla 
Men know it, or no, and God that made . 
knoweth it; and there thy Sin lies at the Do 
and blocks and bars thee out, that thou c 
Not offer thy Prayers to God with that cle 
neſs, as if thou hadſt ſpoken the Truth: il 
that it highly concerns every one of us, toi 
Waiting upon God, for the Diſcovery of 
Truth to us; and then we muſt embrg 
adhere, and join to the Truth, as our chick 
Good. - £2 

But ſome will ſay, this adhering and joyni 
to the Truth, is a hard Leſlon : It is pretty ei 
to find out a Principle of Truth, that ſtands 
againſt, and oppoſeth all manner of Evil: Ve 
few, now a-days, will deny a ſetled Principle 
Truth in every Men, that judgeth Fallhe 
and condeinneth Deceit, and witneſſeth agi 
It in others, and in themſelves : But this lap 
joyning, and adhering to it, that cannot 
done without a Croſs to a Carnal Mind. 

Nov if the Croſs of Chriſt be not taken 
there is no good Chriſtianity among us; ] 
this is neglected, it ſpots and ſtains the i 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, becauſe it is ſo dire 
oppoſite to the Doctrine of Chriſt ; He tha 
| be my Difeiple, muſt; it is not, he may i 
will; but, He muſt rake up the Croſs of Cl 
aud follow Him. There were a ſort of Pe 
that were never like to be made Chriſtin 
that would be exempt from taking up 8 1 
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ros; therefore he preſſeth it upon them to de- 

tbemſelves, and take up his Croſs and follow 

in. No Man is like to live a Chriſtian Life, 
ithout taking up a Daily Croſs. 

This I cannot do, ſays oue; I know how to 
urry my ſelf among Chriſtians with Seriouſneſs, 
Wobricty and Watchfulneſs, without ſhaming 
Wy Profeſſion ; but I cannot deny my ſelf, I 
annot contradict my own Will: This is that 
hich keeps a Man from leading a Chriſtian 
ife, when he cannot deny him ſelf, and take 
his Daily Croſs. 5 
Now it is come to this now a-days, when 
Light is broken forth, and Men have a Prin- 
ple of Truth in their own Hearts, it comes to 
is; faith one, I ought to be Holy in all manner 
Converſation, and to be Watchful over my 
Vords, and have my Converſation Honeſt and 
iſt without Deceit : See what a deal I know, 
t] can never live this Life, for all I know it 
d well, I cannot take up a Daily Croſs, which 
; ſo much againſt the contrary Inclinations 
forking in me; then the Queſtion I put to my 
If is, Shall I take up a Croſs or no? 

Here it comes to the point with every Man 
Woman, after they come to the Knowledge 
this Sandard of Truth: If the World would 
r come to this Rule and Standard, there 
Would be no more Cheating, Couzening, no 
ore Fraud, Deceit nor Emulation, nor War 
d Bloodſhed ; if Men would, but in every 
ing they do, anſwer the Principle of Truth 
chemſelves, they would put the Queſtion 
G to 
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to themſelves, Shall I take up my Daily Crop 
or no? Shall I deny my ſelf thoſe Pleaſure 

that my Conſcience doth condemn ; and th 
ungodly Gains that I ſeek after by Falſhood, Wil 


Truth? Shall I do this, that I may be RA 
and Great in the World, or ſhall I not? 
You know what I ſay, many of you, al 
have put this Queſtion to your ſelves, and ſon 
have made a good Anſwer to it: I will tz 
up my Daily Croſs, by the Grace of God, . 
Standard of Truth ſhall be the Rule of i 
Words and Actions, to my Dying- Day. 
They that have learned this Leſſon, andi 
tained Peace with God, through our Lord I 
Chriſt, that have not only made a Reſolution 
but performed it in Act and Deed, by li 
Power of Chriſt's Croſs; they be purif 


Converſations, and Have their Converſation Wt 
Heaven; that is, Live after a Heavenly M 
ner, live a Godly Lite here upon Earth, wig 
they have come to this Reſolution, and alſo 
the Practice of it. 
I would deſire, and it is my Labour, that 
that hear me this Day, that are aware of wt 
I am ſpeaking, viz. The Standard of Inu 
the Principle of Truth, that unerring Gu 
which is Placed in the Conſcience of er 
Man, that Juſtifieth or Condemneth his Ad 


this, that you may all come to this Godlyk =” 
ſolution in your ſelves, I would have * 1 
| | | U 
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ute carried on in every one's Boſom; when 
e Queſtion is ſtated, I would have you real- 
Anſwer it; ſhall I guide my Actions and 
ords according to this unerring Rule, or no? 
Cannot tell what to. ſay, ſay ſome, there is 
anger in it: What Danger can there be to an- 
er that which a Man knows to be Truth 7 
ill tell you what Danger: The World is 
ruerſe, and moſt Men live out of Truth, 
a the Devil is a cunning Adverſary, and he 
ould have none live in it: He abode not in 
ub; and he would not have us live in 
nor regulate our Words and Actions by the 
ruth in our own Souls: What if moſt Men in 
e World pervert the Truth? What if ſo 
walk in the Narrow Way, and fo few come 
Life Eternal; therefore is that an Argument 
muſt not come there? Should it not ſtir me 
co greater Diligence, that by any means I 
Way be of the number of that few that ſhall ob- 
in Salvation, and not go with a great Com- 
ay in the Way that leads to Deſtruction 2 If 
e improve our Times, and Seaſons, and Op- 
rtunities, and Mercies, and Bleſſings, that 
e vouchſafed to us, we at laſt may obtain 
ee Eternal. : ET] 
But ſome may ſay, I muſt fit down in De- 
iir, for I cannot come thither of my ſelf, 
aeugh Ido what I can to Work out my own: 
4. There is a Decree agaiuſt me; what 
ough I ſhould Pray never ſo much, and ſpend 
Nights in Griet and Sorrow > If I be de- 
ae Eternal Damnation, there is no help» 
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for me, no hope that I ſhould eſcape. al 
it I be decreed to Salvation, though I taken 
liberty to Sin, and be Looſe and Wanton, WM 
others, it cannot hinder me from attain 
Salvation at laſt. N 
For this Reaſon many have laid aſide the 
ritual Warfare againſt Corruption, and thillf 
Spiritus] Travel, that they will do nothing ſh: 
order to their Everlaſting Happineſs ; tie 
fore they think they had as good take thill 
Pleaſure : But my Friend, the Caſe is not wiſh 
{o with us; let every Soul among us, pu 
the Lord for his Mercy, in expelling that ti 
{loud of Darkneſs, which is vaniſhed wil 
gone: This I know, and I hope you do all 
lieve, that God doth every where, and ine 
Nation, call Sinners to Repentance, and ti 
He delighteth not in the Death of him tha 
eth, but rather that they would turn and li 
and in order thereunto, he hath given his 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be a Saviour and a Mediati 
and he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son fff 
our Hearts, to give Direction to us in our Wal 
Now our Duty is, to make Improvement 
thoſe Viſitations of Mercy, that God hathih 
ſtowed upon us, in order to our Salvation, i 
not live in Rioting and Drunkeuneſs, Chan 
irg and Wantonneſs, Strife and Envying, il 
following the Faſhions of the World: But 
muſt Work out our ewn Salvation with Fear fi 
Trembbng. _— 
But ſome will ay, Is not this done alrea 
Is it not already wrought by our Saviour i 
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lediator? Chriſt hath taſted Death for every 
,, and laid down a Price for the Soul of 
ery Man. 
W But yet there muſt be a Change wrought in 
W:: there muſt be a Tranflation of our Souls, 
Jom one State to another: This is called in the 
ripture, Regeneration, and being born again; 
isis called a being baptized into Chriſt, and 
eſcribed alſo by other Expreſſions: But the 
a tter is, to change thy Life; for there is a 
ful Source of Wickedneſs, that is ſtirred up 
the Motions of the Powers of Darkneſs, 
ad our own Concupiſcence; but God is al- 
aps ready to bring us under the Government 
f his Holy Spirit, that will lead us into all 
W ruth; and this cannot be done without a 
WTroſs: But the Queſtion lies here, Shall I 
re vp this Croſs, or no? If I do, it will 
cific me to the World. Let me ſee; How 
auch do 1 love the World? A great deal: 
ut do I love the World better than my own 
ul? hat will it profit me, to gain the whole: 
71d, and lofe my own Soul? Or what ſhall 1 
ve in Exchange for my Soul? I cannot get to 
Wcaven without denying my ſelf, let me take 
are of my Immortal Soul; I am a poor Crea- 
re, I will ſerve the Lord my Maker, and 
ae it my Buſineſs to glorifie and pleaſe him. 
e can ſnatch me away by Death when he 
eaſeth; therefore will 1 labour, that my 
houghts, Words, Actions and Converſation, 
ay anſwer to chat Rule that he hath ſer before 
e as a Standard of Truth, to ſquare and re- 
| gulate 
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gulate my Actions by: I will not live any log 
er in Vanity, as many do; I do not knowl 
my Breath may be ſtopt to Day, before toMy 
row; therefore To Day, while it is called to h. 

I will hear God's Voice, and not harden my Hill 
but receive that Counſel, that is offered toni 
for the Benefit of my Soul; I am bought wid 
a Price, I am none of my own, I will lire 
him that died for me; I kave more reaſon if 
live to Chriſt, and ſerve him, that ſhed his pil 
cious Blood for the Redemption of my 80 
and to be ſubject to him, than to be ſu 
to Chriſt's Enemy, to the Prince of the Po 
of the Air, that rules in the Children of Di 
obedience: I will take up a Reſolution to ſen 
God, but Ican do nothing of my ſelf; but 
Grace of God which brings Salvation, will ta 
we to deny Ungodlineſs, and Worldly In 
and to live Righteouſiy, Soberly and God) 
this preſent World. Take heed of being d 
ceived and beguiled, for there is no Way 
bring you to Heaven, but an Holy and Ul 
defiled Way. ; 

Therefore, come and take this Standard 
Truth in your Hands, to guide you in youll 
Way, that you may neither turn to the RY: 
Hand, nor to the Left; this will ſhew youu 
Way you ſhould walk in, and be like the Col 
and Pillar of Fire to the raelites, in their y 

ney to Cauaan, which was a Type of Heaveli 
the Cloud they conld ſee by Day, and the 
lar of Fire by Night; fo this Standard of I 
will direct Jou in your Trayel.to the Heal 


1 1 * 2 r q Te LEP 
RE EEE 
* * 


8 


The Standard of Truth. 


4: Let this be the Rule and Meaſure of 
ur Thoughts, Words and Actions. 
fa Workman, that is a Builder, hath a Rule 
Vork by, if he goes on, and never examines 
Work by his Rule, but makes his Eye 
Rule; if he dcth not bring his Rule 
nis Work every little while, to ſee whe- 
er his Work be right; if he worketh on, 
never minds his Rule, What fad Work 
e make? But a Prudent Skilful Work- 
n will ſay, I will not truſt mine Eye too 
Ich, but I will look to my Rule, my Rule 
n not fail me; if there be bad Work, it will 
cover it to me, that I may mend it before 
o any further: Thus a diſcreet Workman 
Wl often bring his Rule to his Work, and 
nis Line and Plummet, that he may make it 
orkman like: He will ſay, If I let my Rule 
ne, and not make uſe of it, but work as I 
tc, and truſt to mine Eye, no wonder if I 
le bad Work, and what I build fall down. 
ig, and tumble about mine Ears. 
Lou to whom God hath given the Standard 
(Truth, as a Rule and Meaſure to govern your 
oughts, Words and Actions by; let every 
ng be tried with it, before you die, and leave 
World: If you do ſo, and make this your 
iy Practice; then ask your ſelves, and you: 
l bc able to tell your ſelves, and tell me, 
_ ay, I have now obtained more Hopes of 
889d's Favour, and a greater Senſe of his Love. 
= Goodneſs to me, than ever I had before. 
& 8 Apoſtle doch exhort. us, to Walk. Circum- 
= | ſeectiy, 
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ſpeftly, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, Redeeming ti: 
time. We have ſpent a great deal of time io 
vain, let us now be Wiſe, and Improve or; 
time, for our Eternal Advantage; let us wal Ef 
Circumſpectly, that is, look round abont us, x 
conſider our Ways, and try all our Thoughts is 
Words and Actions, by the Standard of Truth, m 
To Day (my Friends) while it is called to D, fe 
hear the Voice of God, and harden not yam h: 
Hearts, and receive that Heavenly Covnſel, g. 
that is tendered to you that you may ber 
Partakers of the Inheritance, among the Saint h. 


Pt 
His Prayer after Sermon. |; 
ne 


Leſſed and Eternal Father, thou haſt brought h: 
forth thy Glorious Name, and revealcl th 

thy Power and thy mighty Arm; and thou T 
haſt cauſed a Remnant to bow and worſhip of 
at thy Appearance: Thou art Wonderful thy d: 
Majeſty is Great; they that do behold thee, 
will, with Reverence, worſhip before thee 
Thy Power is gone forth, and hath reachel 
the Hearts of thy People; thou haſt humble 
them, and ſubjected them to thy Divine At 
mighty Power, that they might appear in tle 
Earth, to the Praiſe and Glory of thy great 
Name. And, O Lord, as thou haſt begun 
great Work in the Earth, ſo thou haſt. com: 
mitted this Work to thy Servants and Chik 
dren, that bear thy Name among the _ 0 
lea 
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Men, that they ſhould ſhew forth thy Righte- 
ouſneſs, among the Inhabitants of the Earth; 
and our Souls have ſaid many a time, Who is 
ſufficient form theſe things? All our Fitneſs 
and Sufficiency, our Meetneſs and Preparation 
is for thee : Do thou reveal thy Power, and 
make bare thy Almighty Arm. We have 
found thy Prefence from day to day, and thou 
haſt upheld them that know thy Love. O 
gracious God of Life, herein we have Encou- 
ragement to go on in the Work which thou 
haſt called us to; hereby we are enabled to 
worſhip before thee, and to offer up living 
Praiſes unto thy great Name, for that Refreſh- 
ment and Conſolation,which thon haſt miniſtred 
unto thy People: And, O living Father, we have 


never waited on thee in vain; whenſoever we 


have met together in thy Name, we have found 
thy Divine Preſence, and the opening of the 
Treaſures of thy Love, of thy Wiſdom, and 


of thy Favour to thy Children: So that from 


day to day, and even at this day, thou re- 
membreſt thy People, and thou giveſt them 
freſh occaſion to draw nigh to thee, and re- 
ceive their daily Nouriſhment, and Strength 
from the Operation of thy Power: O living 
God of Life, gather up the Hearts of thy Peo- 


ple more and more, and draw them into a near- 
neſs to thy ſelf, that their Underſtandings may 
be more and more opened to diſcern thy Will, 
and ſubject themſelves to thy Wiſdom, that 
every Thought that is exalted againſt thy Bi- 
vine Power, and Living Voice, in their own 


Conſciences, 


_—_—— ; 
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together, but when they are ſeparated from | 


in it, and let thy Wiſdom and Power give 
them Victory over it, that thou mayeſt have 
the Glory of all thy Mercies and Bleſſing, 
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Conſciences, may be brought down, that { 
all the Nations of the Earth may bow he. 
fore thee; that ſo thy Truth may reign, 
and thy Power may be exalted, and the Riph. 
teouſneſs which thou haſt revealed, may ſhine 
forth more and more, in the Brightneſs and 
Glory of it, and enlighten thoſe that are afa 
off, that they may be brought to ſeek after 
God. And, Living God of Life, let thoſe that 
are bowed down under the weight of Sin, bel 
ſupported and raiſed up; and thoſe that are 
weary and heavy laden, let them have Reſtto 
their Souls. Powerful God of Life, keep thy 
People ina freſh and living Senſe of thy Love, 
and of thy Heavenly Vertue, by which thou 
nouriſheth thy Children, and ſatisfieſt them 
from day to day; not only when they are met 


ene another : Let thy People be preſerved 
from the Evil of the World, while they are 


vouchſafed to them: For thou alone art wor- 
thy, who art God over all, Bleſſed for even 
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ll SERMON V. 
The great Duty of Remem- 
| bring our Creator. 


Preach'd at Devenſhire- Houſe 
April 6. 1692, 


HERE isonly One Living and True God, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, whom 
ye are obliged to Serve and Worſhip; Ihave 
ſo much Charity as to believe, there are none 
among us, but will own and acknowledge 
this: And my Soul wiſheth, that this Obli- 
pation did always reſt upon every enes. Mind, 
hat they might remember their Creator, that 
hath given us all Life and Breath, and conti- 
nued all our Bleſſings to us; that ſo every one 
might apply their Hearts unto that Univerſal 
Duty, that we are all convinced op. 
And they that are. thus employed and ex- 
erciſed, they are conſidering how, and after 
what manner, they may quit and diſcharge 
their Duty, and perform the Obligation that 
lies upon them, ſo that it may be accepted at 
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the Hands of God; I ſpeak now of thoſe thy 
are conſiderate, not of thoſe that go on in: 
Form of Religion, and matter not, nor reparg 
whether they are accepted of God or no; 
but all that are conſciencious towards God 
they are deſirous to ſerve God, and worſhip 
him, ſo as they may be acceptable to hin, 
ſo to perform Duties that they may recein 
their Reward, and that Encouragement th 
God in all Ages hath diſcovered, and made ma. 
nifeſt to be in his Purpoſe towards them tha 
truly ferve him. | 
When People come to this Confideration, 
how they may ſerve God aright, and wor 
ſhip him acceptably, the Lord is nigh unt 
them, to inſtrut them, to teach them, ani 
guide them in that Way that is Everlaſting: 
And bleſſed be his holy Name, a great many is 
our days, have met with this Divine Teaching 
and Inſtruction, and are taught in this Age, asit 
former Ages, to underſtand the Worſhip ol 
God that he requires; that is, in Spirit, and 
Truth; and do find that the Father doth ſect 
ſuch Worſhippers, and where he finds then 
he rewards them, and they have an Anſwe 
of Peace in their Boſoms, and they are ei 
couraged to go on in the Worſhip and Ser 
vice of God, to the end of their Days.- +» 
Aud it is a great Mercy and Benefit, agre 
Bleſſing that God hath beſtowed upon a Ren 
nant, to open their Underſtandings, to le 
them ſee and know the way of being near t 
God, that ſo they may know whom they 3 
| | wh 
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hip; for you have read, there have been 
orſhippers, that do worſhip they know not 


rat: As our Saviour ſaid to the Woman 
f Samaria, Ton Worſhip you know: not what; 


Do: 
00 e know what we worſhip : So all that are 
ſhigſaught of God, do know which is the firſt Leſ- 


on of Chriſtianity, as the Apoftle ſaith 3 He 
bat cometh to God, muſt firſt know and believe, 
That he is; That is, People muſt firſt be ſen» 
Able, that there is a God, and that he is 4 Re- 
parder of them that diligently ſeck him, before 
hey can rightly worſhip him. | 
Now, for want of this Knowledge,the World 
5 ſcattered, and people are divided into a 
great many forts of Worſhips, and Faſhions, 
nd Ways of Religions, for want of the Know- 
edge of the true Worſhip, of the True and 
iving God: ſo that though Men are Univer- 
ally Convinced, that there ia a God, and that 
Worſhip is due to him from every one of us 
et People are confounded, ſcatter'd, and di- 
1ded about the Performance of their great Du- 
y: and in the Day that the Lord hath viſited 
is People, he hath come to Anſwer this Doubt, 
nd Queſtion for them; it hath been the great 
Veſtion of the World, and is ſtill of many . 
MW houſands ; I know we ſhould worſhip God, 
ut [ know not the Way and Manner wherein 
0 find Acceptance : The Lord hath anſwered 
hat Queſtion in abundance ; - They that have 
Ears to hear, let them hear what the Spirit ſaith; 
here is a ſhort Anſwer to it all. : Zi; 
Let People profeſs what Religion they will, 


there 


1 
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there is no Acceptance with God, but throys 
Chriſt: So that if People come to he of thiz 
and that, and the other Profeſſion, and change 
their Religion never ſo often, and go fromone 
Religion to another; If they come not tg 
Chriſt, they come not to him in whom they 
may find Acceptance; in him God is well plex. 
ſed with every one; but out of him, he is plea. 
ſed with never a one: The great Myſtery f 
Religion, it lies in Chriſt; People muſt come 
to God, by Faith in him; for without Faith, i 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God: Let People perforn 
never ſo much Service, and Duties, all muſt 
paſs through the hand of the Mediator, before 
ever their Performance will reach unto God, 
or before Peace and Comfort will reach to 
any Man's Soul. Therefore, it is the wiſel 
way for every one, that would have Accep- 
tance with God, to come to him, in the Name 
of the great Mediator: People would be glad, 
to have Acceptance with God, and not to hare 
their Services turned back upon them, as 
Cain's was: Now, every one that will hare 
Acceptance with God, muſt come this way; 
there is but one way, it is not the way that 
Men have invented; ſome by their Work 
and Merits, ſome by their made Faiths, and 
made Beliefs, and by divers Articles and Prin 
ciples, holding this Principle, and the other 
Principle; but our Lord and Creator, he hati 
Found out one way, in his Infinite Wiſdom, 
and unſpeakable Mercy to Mankind, that ws 
for ever loſt, and could never return to on 
| ; 
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y all his Sacrifices, Offerings and Per- 
ormances; he was never able to return into 
zity with his Maker, if God had not found 
onen a way; and the way that God hath found 
hut, is by his Beloved Son Chriſt Jeſus: God 
bey he not: He ſpared not what? He ſpared 
ot his only begotten Son: Why, what did he 
o with him? He gave him for the Life of the 
Vorid; in him that God gave, there is Life: 
q pleaſed the Lord that his Son ſhould have 
ife in him, as the Father had Life in himſelf; 
or Chriſt was with the Father before the 
orld began; in him was Life, and the Life 
pes the Light of Men John 1. 4. It was no 
00 rcated Life; that Life that is in his Son, is 
Wot a Created Life, but is an Eternal Life, and 
t was given for the Life of the World, and 
hat Life is the Light of Men: Tha is the 
rue Light which lighteth every Man that com- 
th into the World. So that here is the Dig- 
ity of that Life which God hath beſtowed 
pon us; we are endued with that Life, which 
yas with the Father through Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
Pore the World was: Let us conſider the 
* that Light, that we are lighted 
Frith. 
u The Queſtion is, whether we ſhould obey 
Wis Light, or no: It is the Queſtion of every 
Vae; I am enlightned, ſaith a Man, ſhall 1 
dey it, or no? If I obey, I muſt take up a 
roſs, and part with my beloved Luſt and 
orruption. No doubt of that; we muſt per- 
vade People to do that, before we can _ = 
| them 


18 
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that are Reprovable; that is, Light: Hou 
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them to Heaven and Happineſs, and Fellow: 


ſhip with God; it muſt not be by that way 
they loſt it, but by the contrary way, by, 
which God will bring Men to Happineſs x h 
gain: They loſt it by Tranſgreſſion, and Sin-. 
ing againſt God; by this way and means Men 5 


came out of the Preſence and Favour of God MW, 
but what way ſhall they obtain it again!M, 
Shall it be by committing Iniquity, and break. 5 
ing God's Law? No, here is the way that 
God hath found out, to bring poor Man back 
again to himſelf, by the Suffering and Obe. 
dience of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt : He hath ginn I 
to him all Power in Heaven and Earth, that al 
ſhould be ſabje& to him; here is a Dignii 1. 
which Chriſt hath obtained. Epe 

It comes to the Queſtion with us, whether tn 
we are enlightened ; now we know we are en- tt 
lightned, God hath beſtowed ſomething upon jr 
us, that wars and fights againſt Sin and In- ci 
quity: How came we. by ic? Is it any Fa- Nun 
culty in Nature? No, Nature is Corrupte 
and Defiled, becauſe the Carnal Mind is En 
mity againſt God, for it is not ſubject to the Lan 
of God, neither indeed can be; yet there b 
fomething ia me that anſwers the pure Lay 
of God, that which makes me to hate things 


came I by it? It is not Natural; for then | 
would run Parallel with that Natural Incl 
nation that is in my Soul, to lead me furthen 
and further from God. Theſe are ſet in op 
poſition one againſt another, the Fleſh uy > 

| Re pirtt; 
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pirit; The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and. 
U 1 Spirit againſt the 2 Here is 72 ot 
Ya inward War, that you may be all ſenſi- 
able of. Now, thoſe two Warriours, the Fleſh,, 
. and the Spirit, make War one againſt ano» 
eu cher, and one of them is overcome: lt is true, 
d; chere is ſuch a Principle in me, that ſtrives a= 


ni ozioſt Sin and Corruption: How came you 
ik br it? If you believe the Scriptures, e 
is the Life of the Son of God, that lighteth 
ck rery Man that cometh into the World. Now, 
be. nan that have rejected and deſpiſed the 
vi Light, 1 believe they did not think, at the 
al tzme time, to mock, and make a ſcorn of the 
WW Life of Jeſus, tho? it was really ſo; but if 
People come to a true Eſteem and Value of 
her that Light that God hath planted in the Soul, 
el they will give more Reverence and Reſpect to 
pol ic. It is this that brings thoſe that Preack 
Chriſt, to Preach him in thoſe Terms, and 
_ thoſe Denominations, that he is nigk 
them. _ | Bog 

We do not doubt of Chriſt's being born of a 
irgin, in the Land of Canaan, and that he 
wrought Miracles, and preached many Godly 
dermons, and that he was Crucified, Dead, 
ind Buried, and roſe again from the Dead; 
or theſe things are certainly true: But we 
mould have him our Saviour in this Age, we 
ould have a nearer Knowledge of him, and 
 genſe and Feeling of the Virtue of that Power, 
y which he ſaved them that lived in former 
ges: He is not a — agd à Saviour of 


Oe 
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one Age only, but of all Ages to this Day; 
from Adam, to the laſt Man that ſhall live 
upon the Earth: That Age and Generation 
that knoweth not Chriſt, will not be ſaved by 
him, if there be any Age wherein he is not 
known: There is no other Name under Heaven 
.by which you can be Saved: If you ask, Where 
is this Saviour? Say not in thy Heart, Who ſhalt 
Aſcend into Heaven; that is, to bring donn 
Chriſt from above; or, who ſhall Deſcend into the 
Deep, that is, ( to bring up Chriſt again from 
the Dead?) The Word is nigh thee, even in thy il © 
Mouth, and in thy Heart; that is, the Word of 
Faith, which we Preach: He is nigh thy Soul, | © 
he is the Lord of Life, and a Quickening 
Spirit, if I know that Quickening Spirit, after t. 
this I know the Lord Chriſt; when he comes 
ro work in me by his Power, changing m 
Heart, and tranſlating me from Death to Liſe, * 
then I know the true Chriſt : God hath man- 0 
felted, in all Ages, that it is the Duty of Peo- G 
ple to come to the Knowledge of the Son of W 
God; for he bath ſent forth his Spirit for tt 
Seach us, and to lead us into all Trath. 

For when Chriſt was with his Diſciples, be 
told them, that he would pray the Father, and 
he ſhould ſend the Spirit, the Comforter; all 
when he came, he would be known by hy 
Divine and Inward Teachings and Operati 
ons, guiding and leading them into all Trutl, 
that was his Work to them: But what ſhul 


_ other Folks do? He will be made known il 
others too: When he comes, He ſuall cenvii 


4 
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the World of Sin: So that his Work to his 
Diſciples was, to Lead them into all Truth; 
and his Work to the World is, to Convince the 
World of Sin: Who will deny, but that there 
is a Spirit in our Age, as well as in other 
Ages, that will convince Men of Sin? Is this 
the Spirit of God, that convinceth the World 
o Sin, or is it the Spirit of the & AKERS 
only? When People come to conſider really 
he and truly, how they may ſerve God aright, 
they will find there is no ſerving God aright, 
hy unleſs they come to Chriſt the Mediator, that 
if in and by him, they may put up Supplications 

to God; and through him, they may expect at 
the hands of God, Peace and Comfort; and 


1 there is no other Way, nor never will be. 
ne: The Jews, they had another Way, they had 
an outward way of ſerving God; this ſtood 


ie. Jin divers Offerings, Sacrifices, Waſhings an 
"MW Obſervations; this was a way of Worſhip of 
eo. God's own Inſtitution to that People; but 
ol what came of it? When the Apoſtle came to 
graſp it, he ſaid, The Comers thereunto, wert 
vor made perſect: What were the Tranſgrefs 
ſors of it then? They that would fin on, and 
continue in Sin, and not bring a Goat, or a 
Ram, or other Oblation; they that did ob- 
erve it, and came up to the point of the Law, 
hey did bring their Offering when they were 
onvinced of their Sin: If a Man ſinned, he 
as to bring an Hee Goat, and to bring it to 
he Door of the Tabernacle; but when he 
ined, the Conſcience of Sin, the Guilt of Sin 
"0 remained 


9 
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remained upon them. For it was smpoſſible, 
faith the Apoſtle, that the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats ſhould take away the Sin: For if the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſhes of an 
Heifer ſprinkling the Unclean, Sancti fieth, to 
the Purifying of the Fleſh, how much more 
the Blood of Chriſt, who, through the Eternal 
Spirit, Offered himſelf without Spot to God, Purge 
your Conſciences from Dead Works, to ſerve the 
Living God? © J 5 
When there is no hope of Attonement and 
Reconciliation with God, by all thoſe Offer- 
ings under the Law, he tells you of one Offer. 
ing of the Son of God himſelf, through the Eter- 
nal Spirit, by which he became 4 Propitiatim; 
for thus will it do; If I believe that Chrit MW i 
offered an Holy Offering to the Father for 
my Sins, I believe he offered his Body, and t 
that through the Eternal Spirit, that he might 
be a Propitiation for Sin, and take away Sin, MW 6 
and have Power over Sin and Death, and t 
conquer Death and Darknefs: The Apoſtle MW © 
drives the matter further; you muſt come to t 


the Inward Work of this outward Offering, MW 5 
> this Eternal Offering, that was in due time © 
offered to God; you muſt come to know the C 
Operations of it, by the ſprinkling of the Heart | | 
from an Evil Conſcience: So that there was to a 
be an Applicatory Faith for the offering of F 
that. The way to a Saviour was not made 2 
by Man, no more than the way of Salvation f. 
by Chriſt was found out by Man; no more t. 


than the Application of the Benefits is effeRed 
by Man. When 
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Where it pleaſed God to call a People by 
his Grace, he calleth them by his Son; not by 
this and the other Form: No Man cometh te 
me, faith Chriſt, except the Father, which hath 
„en me, dram him The firſt thing that a Man 
or Woman comes to be aware of, is the ſe- 
cret Senſe and Feeling of the Lord's Divine 
„Power upon the Heart, to ſeek Chriſt Jeſus; 
as ſoon as they feel this, and embrace it, this 
bs Token of the Love of God: I hope all 
d this Congregation will acknowledge, that they 
c- WM have ſometimes felt his Drawings, and that 
„they have not embraced and cloſed with then 
. © well as they ought. OY 
; When People are aware of theſe Drawings 
lt inwardly to Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, end 
or are ſenſible that they ſhould, wich care and in- 
W tention, cloſe with them, for the good of their 
poor Souls, and that it concerns them to be 
happy in the other Word that is to come, and 
therefore reſolve to be led by theſe Drawiugs 
of the Spirit of God: Theſe are not Weeds 
that grow in the Fields Naturally; theſe are 
Sparks of Diviae Fire, kindled in the: Hearts 
of Men by God himſelf: No Man comes unto 
God, 'till God cometh to him, and touches 
him, and gives him Senſe and Motion; theſe 
are the Motions and Stirrings of God's Holy 
Power, in the Hearts of many that are wicked 
and abominable; yet the Lord doth not de- 
oo _ Work of his own Hand,.but reacheth 
to IUCN, f 4 ; 


When the Lord weets with thoſe that De. 1 
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ſpiſe not, but highly Prize this wonderful ! 
Grace, and cloſe with it, and are glad of it; 
ſuch an one ſaith, I feared that the Lord had 
forgotten me, and had paſſed me by, and had 
done with me; but I fee he viſits me again, Ml ” 
and he hath viſited my Soul this Day, inclin- ! 
ing me to walk more anſwerably and ſuitably MI. 
to his Love; he hath doubled his Power up- t 
on me, and hath kindled an holy Fire in my il © 
Heart, and cauſed me to ſeek after him; he 
hath touched my Heart, and I will pour out 
my Soul in Supplication; ſeeing he hath touch- ! 
ed me, lie will take hold of me by his Pow. 
er, and he will keep me from being any more l 
drawn away; I will live in the Senſe of his f 
Power and Mercy, that keeps me Night and Ill © 
Day, that I may encreaſe in it, and grow in Ill * 
Grace: When the Lord meets with ſuch an Iſl © 
one, he will draw him into the way that he b 
hath appointed, None can come unto me, faith ! 
Chriſt, except the Father which hath ſet m b 
draw him. If I am drawn, into what Form t 
hall I go now, and what Ordinance ſhall | I " 
take up now? This is all under Feet, this is. t 
none of my work, I will come to Chriſt the: . 
Mediator, and he will take the Government : 
and Rule of me; it is not my beſt way to t 
Rudy for a Form, and an out ſide Religion, t 
will wait upon that Power that hath thus : 


touched my Heart, that he may by degrees 
bring me to the Obedience of Chriſt. - 
But ſome are ready to ſay, Who, and what © 
is this Chriſt Jeſus, that you are a n , 

2 2 | - 4 . 1 
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that immediate Chriſt Jeſus that is Extant and 
Preſent, that I am to have to be the Object 
of my Faith; that I may believe in him, 
and come to acquaintance with him, that 1 
may partake of the Life of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
have it communicated to my Soul ? 5 


We have not a Thought, or a Mord to ſpeak;. * 


that may derogate from the wonderful Grace 
of Chriſt, who died in his Perſon on Earth for 
tte Salvation of our Souls: Vet we muſt know, 


that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be be Spiritually. 


preſent with us, and take the Government of 
us, and we are to be ſubject to him: How 
ſhall this be? I am ſpeaking of one that hath 
felt the Father's Drawings, when he draws them 
to his Son, and draws them to ſomething that 
is Holy and Pure: this God the Father hath 
begotten ; We read in Scripture, that Cod hath- 
begotten Chrift, who is the only begotten of the 
Father. It is ſtrange, you will ſay, to ſpeak of 
begetting Chriſt again, God begets Chrilt again, 
that is, Spiritually, he being the Firſt- born in 
many Brethren, in every true Bleliever, and 
there is a Travel of Soul that Chriſt may be 
formed in him. See what Travel of Soul 
the Apoſtle Paul falls iato the ſecond time, for 
the Galatians: They were a brave People, 
they worſhiped God in the Spirit, and believed 


Chriſt Jeſus, and afterwards they came to be 


ſeduced by falſe Prophets, and falſe. Teachers, 
that ſet them about their Works, and told them 
that they could not be Juſtified and Saved with- 
out their own Works: Theſe falſe Teachers 

| E4 that 
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that came among them, were as bad as Popiſ 
Prieſts and Friars: It is not your Obedience 
zo Chrift, and the Spirit, that will fave yon, 
vou muſt be doing: So theſe poor People were 
'deluded and bewitched; to give you the Apo. 
ſtles own Words, and fo they were Infatuated, 
and drawn away from the Simplicity of the Gy. 
pel, and they thought by the Works of the 
Law to obtain Salvation: The Apoſtle write 
a Letter to them, and tells them, that he travel. 
Led in birth again, till Chriſt was formed in them: 
If this was not Scripture, it would look like a 
Frange work; there muſt be a forming of Chriſt, 
à Birth there muſt be, and a begetting: Who 
muſt beget in this and that moment, but the 
ſame that begat from the beginning; the ſamek 
the Father, he begets Chriſt in all that believe 
and obey the Goſpel, He is begetting fome- 
Thing in me that is Holy, though I be Unholy; 
the Father, by the Operation of his Divine 
Hand, begets ſomething in me that is Holy: 
This I find, though I am not ſo good as 1 ſhould 
be; I have that given me that will tell me, that 
the more I adhere and join my ſelf in ny 
Deſires and Affections to this good Principle, 
the more I ſhall partake of the Quality of it; 
this good Principle, though it be like « lt 
Grain of Meuſtard-ſeed, I cannot tell what to 
compare it to for Littleneſs, in Compariſon of 

the Great Lump and Maſs of Sin, Corruption | 
and*Filthinefs, that wars againſt it; yet this 
will overſpread all that is bad, and make me I 
Holy,” as that is Holy; Pure, as that is Pure, and 
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to kave a Love for him from which it came, 
even to Chrift and God; it will gather the 
Affections from corruptible Things, and place 
them upon things above. | | 

This Faith tells People that it is the ſubſtance 
„I things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
«ot ſeen , ſuch an one lives by Faith, ſuch an one 
that comes to be joined to that, that is begot- 
ten of the Father, He lives by the Faith of the 
den of God, and can do nothing of himſelf, 
but through Chriſt that ſtrengthens him; he 
ſays uato God, I perceive I can do nothing 
without thee; I cannot Pray unto thee, nor 
Serve thee; of my ſelf I can do nothing accep- 
tably, but through Chriſt the Mediator; fuck 
an one becomes like a little Child, and he muſt 
be Led; and who muſt Lead him, but the 
Spirit of Chriſt? 3 

You cannot Preach, ſays one to him, unleſs 
yon be moved by the Spirit: You cannot Pray 
'till you be moved by the Spirit e How ſhould 
I! No, without him I can do nothing, I can- 
not Preach, nor Pray, nor do any thing acceps 
table to God the Father, but by Chriſt; and lie 
hath Revealed him in me. 25 

This is no new Doctrine, we ſce the new and 
living way; it was an old way to old Chris 
ſtians, and a new way to the New; and fo a 
Thouſand Year hence, if the World laſt ſo 
long, Men will ſee that they cannot do any 
thing pleaſing to God, but as they are gather- 
ed into Chriſt, they will ſee their own Righ- 
tcouſneſs, Works and Doings will avail them 
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nothing at all. This is all Jaid at the Feet of 
Jeſus, whom God hath exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to be Lord and King, 
Now my Friend, we are engaged in this 
Age, abundantly engaged to offer thanks to God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, that he hath provided and 
opened a way for the ſending forth the Spirit 
of his Son: And that God hath gathered 2 
People, and hath made known to them the way 
of Life, that they might walk in it; but there 
is no walking in it, but through a Daily-Crofs, 
and Self-Denial: It is not likely that a Man 
ſhould be brought back to God the ſame way 
that he went out from God ; and the Prophets 
and A poſt les do allude to this turning to God, 
When thou turnef 2 to the right Hand or to 
the Left, thou ſhalt hear a Voice behind thee, ſay- 
ing, This is the way, walk in it. There is 4 
Voice that calls to People in our Days, to look 
behind them, for they are out of the way: 
This Prophecy is fulfilled in our Day; we can- 
not turn away from the good ways of God, 
but we may hear a Voice behind us, ſaying, 
Thou art ſinning againſt God, and breaking the 
Holy Law of God. Now if People return, 
it muſt be by the Croſs; I will not return to 
God, faith one, I have Pleaſure, Profit and 
Honour, and whatſoever my Heart can deſire, 
in this evil Way that I am walking in; If! 
Tekurn, I ſhall have nothing but Shame and Re- 
proach, I ſhall be undone and ruined, and! 
hall Joſe the Favour and Friendfhip of my 
Friends and Relations! I cannot return. to * 
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but through a Daily-Croſs, and Self-Denial : 
What then? It's Hikelier to be the right way, 
by this bearing the Croſs. Chriſt tells us, If 
any will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
tale up his Croſs and follow me. This Voice of 
Chriſt calls me to repent and turn from Sin, 
and giveth me a ſtrong Argument, that it is 
true, that it is the ſame way that will bring 
me back to God, by the Mediator: It brings its 
own Evidence with it; we need no Argument 
to prove that it is a right way; it is a right 
way, becauſe it is the narrom way; it is the right 
gate, becauſe it is the ſtrait gate: Every Bo- 
dy can walk in the broad way with caſe, with- 
out any Croſs. e 

When People are come thus far, that they are 
convinced of their Duty, when they are called 
to amend their Lives and Converfation$, to 
forſake their Lives and turn to the Lord : This 
is the great Queſtion; have I Power to do 
this? This Queſtion hath - Stumbled a great 
many, when they have ſome beginning thoughts 
of turning to the Lord; and at laſt they have 
ſetled themſelves ta a belief that they cannot 
do it; it is true, and nothing truer, that Men 
convinced of their Sins, have not Power to 
leave their Sins of themſelves; this is true, but 
not all the Truth; to Menthat God convinceth 
of Sin, he. gives them Power to be made wil 
ling to forſake their Sins: He hath given Pow- 
er to all that are in Chriſt Jeſus to believe and 
become the Sons of God; then they have denied 


— 


Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, if they be the 
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Sons of God, and live Righteouſly, Soberly ant 
Godly in the World. 1 
But what ſnall they do that are ſenſible they 
have not Power to forſake their Sin, till God 
is pleaſed to give them Power? Such have 
nothing to do but to wait upon the Lord, for 
the giving of this Power; and then | have; 
Duty incumbent on me to anſwer this Power: 
The Apoſtle upon this Subject, tells us, what 
People are to do for their own Converſion: 
He aſcribes the Power of Qpnverſion to Chrif: 
Jeſus; the Prophets and Apoſtles, they tell 
us, there is ſomething for Man to do, that is, 
if he hath not Power, he is to be willing to 
receive it. The. Apoſtle hath a notable Ex 
Preſſion to this purpoſe; he puts them in mind, 
how they uſed to do by the Devil, when the 
were the DeviPs Servants; they did obey oh 
Commands, and yielded their Members Servants | 
to Unrighteouſneſs: How did they yield ? They | 
did it heartily, with Pleaſure and Delight, | 
Thus you did when you did not know the 
Power of God; but now you are come to the 
Knowledge of the Power of God, Tield not your 
Members as Inſtruments of Unrighteonſneſs unt 
Sin, but yield your ſelves unto God, as thoſe that 
are alive from the dead, and your Members 4 
Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto God, Rom. 6. 13, 
Let your Minds, and Wills, and Affection, 
be joined to that Power which God viſited you 
with; in Love to God, give up your Members 
' as Servants unto Righteouſneſs, * 
Here is mething for Man to do in- the 
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Day of God's Viſitation z Thy People ſhall be 
willing in the Day of thy Power, when they 
come to that, and experience that, this ſhews 
that they are the People of God: But they 
chat are not a willing People, are none of 
God's People, God's People are ſo; and I 
pray God make you all fo, to be a People 


willing to be God's People, when he gives 


you Power, and it will not be long before he 
gives you Power to forſake your Sins, to for- 
jake this, and the other fooliſh, proud and vain 
Action, and Faſhion z he hath made Chriſt 
Jeſus to be Lord and King, and he fhall 
reign over Death; he hath made all things 


by Chriſt, and he is become the Saviour of 


all Men, but eſpecially of them that believe; _ 
ſo that I would have a ſpecial Salvation, and 


Ahou wouldſt have it too: Chriſt hath made 


a Way, and opened a Door for us to be ſaved, 
that we might have an abundant entrance into his 
Everlaſting Kingdom : But 1 would have a fpe- 
cial Salvation, that would inveſt me with the 
Love of God ia my Heart, before 1 die; it is 
to be had through Chriſt, therefore to him 
will I come, to him muſt every one come, 
and every Knee bow to his Name, and every 
one muſt wait for his appearing in the Spt- 
rit: When Chrift appears, Truth ſtirs. Now, 
if a Holy Divine Life is in thee, it is He; if 
a Principle of Truth ſtir in thee, it is He: The 


fame Jeſus, only in a ſmaller Manifeſtation 


he that is Faithful in a little, He will make 


3 


over much: This is he that God 
hath 
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hath ordained to be the Captain of our Sal. 
vation; this is that which we Preach in his 
Name, and teſtifie and declare to all People, 
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that there is no other Salvation, no deliye. 
rance from Death and Hell, but by and thro' 
him; In him there is a Reconciliation, and that 
Peace which paſſeth all Underſtanding, and Pow. 
er over all thoſe things which have captivated 
us, and made us diſobey our great Lord and 
Maker : Let us wait for the coming of Chriſt; 
He is our Kino, our Lord and Law-giver, and he 
will ſave ws: This was the cry of his People 
of old, for the glorious and great Salvation 
he hath given, and the Work he hath wrought: 
Let the Prayers and Supplications of all Peo- 
ple, that defire Salvation, be put up more and 
more, that he will viſit the Earth, and give 
Power from above, and bring us into that new 
and living Way, which he hatb conſecrated for ws, 
through the Vail, that is to ſay, his Fleſh; to 
whom be Glory, for Ever and Ever, Amen. 
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M2 S T Bleſſed and Glorious Father, and 
Fountain of Life, and of all Lĩving-Bleſ- 
fings, whoſe glortous Day dawneth ; by thy 
Power thou haſt brought the Children of Men 
out of Darknefs, that they might walk in the 
Light thereof; great Joy, and ſtrong Conſola - 
tion haſt thou brought unto thine Hrael, unto 
the People that thou haſt gathered by the 


© << 


Arm of Power ; thou haſt made them, O Lord, 
ul a þ 
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to take great delight in thy ways; for thou 
haſt cauſed the Light of thy Countenance to 
he lifted up upon us, and thy holy and divine 
Preſence hath gone along with us, from time 
to time, through all thoſe States and Condi- 
tions, and through all thoſe Trials and Exer- 
ciſes that we have met withal, and that thou 
haſt led us through. The right hand of thy 
power, O Lord, hath been with us, and there- 
fore we have not failed; and thy heavenly 
Bleſſings have been rained down upon us, 
that have made thy Heritage to grow and be- 
come fruitful, to the Honour of thy great 
Name, and the eternal Conſolation- of our 
Souls. And therefore, O heavenly Father, 
in the conſideration and feeling of the great 
e things thou haſt wrought for us, and for the 
” IF continuance of thy Love to us, our Souls are 
„always engaged to offer high Praiſes, and 
0 WF tumble Thankſgivings to thy great Name; 
and the Supplications of our Souls, whom 
thou haſt quickened and brought to Life, are 
daily poured forth upon thine Altar, that as. 
thou haſt hitherto helped us, thy holy and di- 
vine Preſence and Power may ſtill accompany 
us to the end of our days; and that in all the 
Exerciſes, and Trials, which thou art pleaſed 
we ſhould meet withal, we may find thy Pre- 
fence with us, that thy Eternal Heavenly 
Power may furround us, that fo we may be 
more than Conquerers, through Chriſt, that 
hath loved us: And O powerful God of Life! 
our Souls rejoyce, and our Hearts are 12 
YN | 8 
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glad to behold the Progreſs of thy Power in 
our day, how thou haſt brought down the 
Mighty from their Seats, and haſt exalted thoſe 
that are of low Degree ; how thou haſt laidthe 
Mountains low, and exalted the Inhabitants 
of the Valleys: O bleſſed Father of Life and 
Power! Praifes, Praiſes wait for thee in Sion; 
and dear Father, by the Operation of thy 
wonderful Power, preſerve and keep thy Chil- 
dren, whom thou haſt gathered into a living 
Senſe of thy Preſence, that they may bow be- 
fore thee, and be exerciſed in a daily, holy, 
divine Worſhip unto thee ; that ſo, powerful 
God of Life, thou mayeſt daily pour down thy 
" Bleſſings upon ns, and delight ro manifeſt thy 
ſelf to be our God; and let us live as becomes 
a People that are gathered unto thee: O Lord 
God Eternal, carry on thy great work in the 
Earth, and make known thy Power more and 
more; there are many Breathing-ones, and 
many that cry to thee daily; Living Father, it 
is the Operation of thy Spirit that hath raiſed 
theſe Breathings, and kindled theſe Deſires in 
them, and it is thou alone who art able to au- 
fwer them; therefore, Living God and Father, 
they are committed to thee; the Mourners, 
the Bowed-down, and thoſe that are laden 
with Sin and Iniquity, and that groan under the 
Preſſure and Burden of it, let their Burdens bs 
taken off, and the Yoke of Chriſt, that eaſee 
Yoke, be put on, and let none of thy Com- 
mandments be grievous to them, that they may 
be made meet to cater into thy Ringdom * 
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them be brought through the labour and tra- 
vel of Regeneration, and let none be exalted 
into theairy Viſton and Sight of Things, but by 
thy liriag Power, be riſing to Eternal Life 
in their Souls: And Lord, we pray thee, fit 
and prepare all thy People for the Work and 
Service which thou haſt been pleaſed to call 
them to, that ſo thy Name may be exalted 
over all, and thy Truth ſpread more and 
more; and let all Error and Darkneſs be ex- 
pelled, and let the Power and Influence of 
thy Name be great in the Earth, that all thy 
ſcattered People may be brought home, to 
reſide in thy Houſe, that there may be Unity 
and Concord amongſt them, and they may all 
with one Heart and Mind, return, and aſcribe 
Praiſes, and Honour, and Glory to thy Ho- 
ly Name, for all thy Bleſſings, Mercies and 
living Refreſhments, that we have received 


at thy Hands, for thou alone art worthy, 
and God over all, bleſſed for ever and e- 
rer, Amen. 8 


SERMON VE. 


The Divine Monitor: 
. 


Preached at Grace- Church - Street 
June 19. 1692. Teh 


TT is a great Priviledge to the Sons aud 
Daughters of Men, that it has pleaſed God 
Almighty to open a way, how they may come. 
to the true Knowledge of himſelf: And 0 
that there was a Heart in every one of us that 
could rightly prize this Priviledge, as we 
ought to do; for in the Knowledge of the. 
true God conſiſts our true Happineſs, and 
without this, the Mind of no Man or Woman 
can be good: There is nothing feaſons the 
Mind and Soul of Man, and prepares and 
fits it for an Everlaſting Well-being, but the 
Divine Knowledge of the Living God that 
made him: And there is a Propenſity in the 
Soul of Man, even ſince the Fall, to return & 
gain to God, and to have that eee 
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14 Communion with the Lord that Man had 
efore he fell; and they that have regard to 
— Wt inward Spark of Divine Love, they find 
their own Souls towards God, they will ex- 
erience that the Lord is Merciful, and Graci- 
us, and Propitious to that which is of himſelf. 
For tho? the Soul is loſt, and Man is loſt, 
hrough Tranſgreſſion, and a great Alienati- 
dn is happened between him and his Maker; 
et the Mercy of the Lord endyreth for ever, 
ind his Kindneſs and Favour to loſt Man is 
uch, that he ſtretcheth out his hand all the day 
ong, and preſents and offers to the Children 
ff Men, a Friendſhip and Acquaiatance, and 
z Communion aa with him: and tho? by 
Sin and Tranſgreſſion, there is a rebellious 
ature grown up in the Sons and Daughters of 
len, yet the Soul of Man is not wholly ſo; 
here is ſomething that ſtrives and labours in 
contrary. way, and perſwades the Soul to 
urn again unto the Lord, and to wait for the 
nowledge of God; and whoſoever hearkens 
ith care and diligence, to that divine Moni- 
or, that is daily drawing and perſwading Peo- 
ple to ſeek after God, they come to under- 
ſtand, that the Lord is not ſo angry with Man- 
ind, but his Love, and Mercy, and good Will, 
eaches towards all the Sons and Daughters 
of Men; and the Bar that hinders their Com- 
union with God, and Peace with God, it is 
not in the Lord, but it is in themſelves; and 
therefore the Remedy muſt be wrought in 
RG g ; 200 
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This is evident to every Eye, that there; 
ſomething gotten into Mankind, which th 
Holy God cannot own, and can never hay 
Fellowſhip with; that is, another contrary $yi 
rit hath wrought upon the Souls of People, and 
hath ſeduced, and drawn them out, to that 
which is Unholy, and contrary to God, an 
the Terms of God's Covenant to Mankind, 
which is, that he ſhould forſake that which 
the contrary Spirit hath wrought: Let thy 
Wicked forſake his ways, and the Unrighteons Ma 
his thoughts: Why ſhould he forſake his ways! 
Becauſe the Lord never led him into thoſ 
ways: He that made him, never led him into 
them; but the Devil, the Enemy of Mankind, 
ſeduced him into thoſe ways; therefore the 
Creator cries out to him, Let the Wicked for- 
Jake his ways, and the Unrighteons Man hi 
thoughts; J cannot have Union with him, a 
long as he walks in his evil Ways; I cans 
not dwell in lis Mind, fo long as el 
Thoughts are in it: So may the Lord com- 
plain of the Works which the Devil hatl 
wrought, that Man is carried away from 
God, by his evil Thoughts, and the Work 
of the Devil. "on 

Why doth not God deſtroy thoſe works 
when he is Almighty, and able to do it? Ver 
true, God is ſo; but he hath offered to Mary 
kind, through the Son of his Love, a way au 
means, how Man may come to be purged, al 
cleanſed, from the Evil that the Devil hat 
wrought in him, and how he may come'to bt 
” 344 | 125 reconcilel 
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econciled to God: God hath not choſen the 


ray of Coertion and Force, and to work al- 
ogether by irreſiſtable Power, that Man ſhall 


0 to Heaven whether he will or no; there 


vas no Force uſed for his going to Hell and 
Harkneſs, but it was the choice of his Will; 
he Devil could not have forced him, and led 
im away out of Covenant with God, he could 
ot compel him to break the Holy Command 
of God; but the Devil tempted him, and he 
yielded to the Temptation, and now Man is 
iriven out of the Preſence of God; yet God 
ath found out a way for the Sons and Daugh- 
ers of Men, to turn again to him: What by 
orce and Coertion, and irreſiſtable Power ? 
No, but the Scripture ſaith, He hath» offered 
Faith and Salvation to all Men: He hath freely 
given the Son of his Love, out of his own Boſom, 
who making himſelf an Offering for Sin, hath pre- 
ented 4 way and means for Man's returning 4. 
gain to God. b 
How doth God preſent Chriſt to us? He 
preſents him to the view of every one's Mind, 
to the Underſtanding of every Soul; he offers 
and preſeats him for Salvation to the ends of 


be Earth. There is a Damnation come in by 


Man's being ſubject to Satan, but Salvation 
comes in by his being ſubje& to Chriſt; as 
Damnation came in by his being defiled, ſo 
Salvation came in by his being cleanſed: As 
the Devil is the Defiler, ſo Chriſt is the Clean- 
ſer, and Man is the Object upon which both 
do work; and they that have been defiled and 

5 corrupted - 


114 The Divine Monitor: Or 
corrupted (as we all have) by the: uncle, 
Spirit, can any of us give a reaſon. why. n 
ſhould not be cleanfed by the Holy Spirit 
We have loſt our right to Heaven by Sin and 
Tranſgreſſion, in the firſt Adam; and can aq 
give a reaſon, why we ſhould not be reſtored! 
and redeemed, by Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 
Adam? No reaſon can be given of our Ref 
demption, but that God is free in his Love, and 
Chriſt in his Offering: He hath offered him 
4 Sacrifice for Sin: Every Prieſt hath ſomethin 
to offer; this Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, offi 
ed himſelf, through the Eternal Spirit, a Sacrifu 
for Sin; and now the Sacrifice is offered, and 
door is opened, and a new and living way conſe 
crated through the Veil, that is to ſay, his Fleſh, 
Now who can be wiſe enongh to find ont 
a reaſon, why all Men enter not in at this 
Door? For all Men run in at the other Door, 
which the Devil and Adam opened to run froq 
God, all could run in at that Door: Whats 
the reaſon, that all ran not in at that Door 
which Chriſt hath opened, and God hath re- 
vealed, and which coſt Chriſt ſo dear to work 
our way back again, for Mankind to return 
to God? If we go ahout to enquire into tit 
reaſon, we ſhall find it very little, for theres 
all the reaſon in the World we ſhould ſeru 
God, and ſeek our own Happineſs; there k 
all the reaſon in the World we ſhould pan 
with Sin and Iniquity, and with the Dell 
Work, which he wrought, if we knew but 
bow: Now this, I ſay, is a great ang 
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Light from Heaven, 115 
hat God hath afforded to the Sons and Daugh- 
ers of Men, that they may know; for here 
he Terms of the Goſpel and of Salvation, are 
Wrought into a narrow cn to a ſhort ſum, 

here need no Catalogue of them; they that 
ill be ruled by the wicked One, muſt have 
heir part with him; and they that will be ru- 
Ned and governed by the holy One, ſhall have 
heir part with him, that where he is, there they 


ley 


me | be alſo. TE =] N. 
bl js this in the Power of Man's Will? No, 
Hen here lies the Miſchief in the Will of Man 
ior you cannot but know by Experience, if a 
Man may have his own Will, he will always 
"run headlong to Deſtruction, and run in the 
* way of Wickedneſs: And if ever he comes to 


urn ont of that way, into the way of Righte- 
puſneſs, he muſt do it in a way that is croſs 
o his own Will. Some have ſaid, becauſe 
e have ſpoken of the Free Grace of God, in a 
ay that is univerſal, of his Kindneſs to Man- 
Wind, through Jeſus Chriſt, they have ſaid, that 
ve hold Free-Will, that Men might be ſaved 
f they would; but alas, we have tried it, 
and we have an univerſal Knowledge, that 
Jo able to convince us, and all the World, that 
t is far enough from our own Will: Man is 


from being ſaved by his own Will; he can run 


is Affection, and with his corrupt Deſires, 
hey go with the Current and Stream; as long 
as a Man goes on in Sin, he ſwims down the 
Stream 5 Now 


Far enough from being able to ſave himſelf, 


on to Damnation, there is a Current goes wich 


=. 
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216 The Divine Monitor: Or, 
Now many, after they have long gone on 
Sin, and their evil ways, they think of retum 
ing to God; for they think there is a bets 
way, a ſurer and ſafer way for their Souls 
than to go on in Wickedneſs: So there is; | 
there be ſo, ſaith the ſincere Soul, O that 
might walk in it: Why doſt thou not? I an 
convinced that I ſee a more excellent way tha 
my way is, a better Walking and Converſaie 
on than my Life is; but alas, it is too hard fit 
me to walk in it: Why? What is the matter! 
What makes it hard? Becauſe of my om 
Will; I cannot walk in it and have my Will. 
cannot walk in it, and enjoy my Affections and 
Deſires, and my Intereſt in the World: Thi 
is no wonder that thou telleſt me; now thay 
art convinced of a better way, and wouldeſ 
walk in it, and thou canſt not walk in it, but 
thou muſt take up a Daily-Crofs ; we might al 
of us teil that, and read it before; I pray God 
you may come to read it within, what a Croſ 
it is you are to take up, and what Way it i 
you are required to walk in; that is the wa 
of God, the way that leads to Heaven, it 1 
narrow way; the way that the Devil wou 
have you to walk in, is a broad way, there 
no Rub in it, +. 
O would you but once come to Expertency 
how hard it is to walk in that way that leads t 
Life, you would find that you cannot do i 
without Self-denial: It comes to this point 
I read of it before, but now I find it : 
Such a Man, or ſuch Woman, will * 
een 
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ply themſelves to live blameleſs, harmleſs, 
ind inoffenſive towards God and Men; they 
vill ſet a Bridle, and a Watch before their 
ſouth, that they may not ſpeak a vain Word; 
hey will take care of the Frame and Temper 
f their Minds, that they fin not in their 
Thoughts, that they ſin not with their Lips, 
jor with their Hands: This is not as I was 
vont to do; I was uſed to have my liberty; 
ow I find my ſelf yoked, I dare not fin a- 
ainſt God : Now I find, by Experience, what 
heard before, that no Man can follow Chriſt, 
ithout denying himſelf, and taking up a 
Daily-Croſs. Ps 
| would have you experienced in this work; 
icked Men think, it a pleaſant Life, to fol- 
o the Devil's Work, and to walk in the broad 
%; but the way of Self-denialis uneaſie, there 
much Strife and Oppoſition in that way ; if 
have a mind to ſpeak a vain Word, I am Lis 
ited 3 if I have a deſire to wrong my Neigh- 
our, and cheat and defraud him, I am Limi- 
d, am not to do it, that belongs to the 
road way; if a Man will ſeek after the Lord, 
nd walk in the way of Holineſs and Righte- 
uſneſs, the end whereof is Peace, he will find 
is a narrow way, wherein he cannot enjoy 
is own Will; ſuch an one muſt be a David, 
ho ſaid, 1 behaved my ſelf as a weaued Child; 
at is, as one that is Afraid to be Beaten. 
But thou wilt be ready to ſay, 1am a Man, 
d not a Child, 1 am come now to be a Man, 
Man of Parts, I have ſeen much, and read 
| F much, 


118 The Divine Monitor: Or, 
much, and would you have me become 
Child? What a great Man was David? if yo 
ſpeak of a Man, he was a Man of Dipnij 
and Honour, a Man of Valour and Exper. 
_ ence; yet when he ſpeaks with reſpect to the 
frame of his mind before the Lord, he ſaith, he 
Hehaved himſelf 2 a weaned Child, as one that 
: feared to be beaten, feared to commit an Of. 
Fence,” he feared the Rod of his God upon hin, 
he feared ſomething of Judgment upon hi 
:Conſcience: David was an Old Teſtament 
Man, but he had regard to that which never 
waxeth old, but it is the ſame in all times, ney 
and old, Alpha and Omega. Chriſt Jeſus wa 
his Leader, before he was born of the Vi | 
Mary, his Word was a Light to his Feet, aud 
a Lanthorn to his Paths: David had Acquain-W | 
tance with God, who did lift up the Light of 
his · Countenance upon him. | 
And when Chriſt himſelf came to Preach ul 

on Earth, he faith himſelf, Every one that conn | 
into the Kingdom of God, muſt become a lu 
child: He muſt become as a little Child u 
Simplicity and Subjection, he muſt be under 
Government, he muſt become like a line 
Child, or he muſt in no wiſe enter the Kingdonfi , 
1 

\ 

0 

( 

f 


af Heaven; they muſt not think to enter ii. 
to Chriſt's Kingdom becauſe they are Men, 
Men of Parts, Men of Courage, Men of Ut- 
derſtanding, Learned Doctors, Maſters of Li 
beral Arts and Sciences: Theſe may help 
make them Men, but they muſt be Children, n 
all their Wit, and Parts, and Manhood, po 1 
1a 


Light from Heaven. 119 
rage and Valour, will do them no good ; for 
ou jictle Children, Babes and Sucklings may un- 
7 gerſtand more than they of Divine Myſteries, 
and have greater Communion and Entercourſe 
te between God and their Souls than they; ſo that 
e whoſoever enters iato Chriſt's Kingdom, muſk 
bat become like little Children. 33 
Of So that here is a way provided by Jeſus 
mn, Chriſt, for Man to come again into the favour 
of God, which is by Chrift alone, not by any 
Kit thing that a Man can do, Chriſt muſt be their 
Leader and their Councellor, he alone can give 
nen then the true Knowledge of God: No Mar 
ran know the Father but the Son, and him to 
mhem the Son reveals him: Men can never 
attain to the ſaving Knowledge of God by Stu- 
dy, and by Diſputation and reading Books, and 
Commentators, and Obſervators of matters of 
Religion : Time would fail me to ſpeak of the 
multitude of Books that have been written a- 
bout the Knowledge of God : You mult come 
to Chriſt for Divine Knowledge, Theology, 
the Knowledge of God, and Divine and Hea- 
venly things are from Chriſt ; he ſhall have 
this Divine Knowledge, be he never fo ſimple, 
that comes unto Chriſt for it; he cannot have 
it any other way, for God hath ordained this 
way; ſaith God, He ſhall have it of my Son, 
who is the Reconciler, the Mediator between 
God and Man, he ſhall be beholding to Chriſt 
forall: All Mens own Works and Labours will 
not juſtifie and ſave them, for God hath Com- 
mitted the whole work of Salvation to _ 
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120 The Divine Monitor: Or, 
Oue would think it ſhould be no great matter 


for Men to lay aſide their own Works and Dn- 
ties, and ſubmit to Chriſt ; but I tell you it is 


very hard, and J found it hard my ſelf. 


Men think by Reading and Learning, and 
hearing this and the other Mens Notions and 
Opinions, they may be edified and profited, and 
come to the true Knowledge of God; but while 
They are waiting upon God, in the way he hath 
appointed, they may receive Knowledge from 
Chriſt, and be more certain and infallible in 
what they do know, than by conſulting all the 
wiſe Men, and learned Doctors in the World: 
For no Man knows all at once, and no Man 
knows all things neither, it is not a thing ne- 
ceſſary that Man ſhould know all things in re. 
lation to God; for as he is in himſelf, he is iu- 


comprehenſible; For no Man knows the Father 


hut the Son, and he to whom the Son ſhall Reveal 
kim ; yet that which he knows of God, he 
may know it is certain and infallible. 
Suppoſe a Man know nothing of God, but 
that he is the Searcher of the Heart, and Trier of 
the Reins: There are many have tried this, and 
jay they know it, that yet doubt whether there 
de a God or no: But when God comes within 
them, and convinces them of Sin, and ſearch- 


eth them, and brings Judgment upon them for 


what they have done, then they know infalli- 
bly that God is the Searcher of Hearts, This 1s 


not a Man's work, this is the work of God; it 


I fad God doth approach my Spirit, I know 
it is God's work; | have now gor.ſome yy 
| | e 1edge 


Light from Heaven, 2 
lege of God, how camel by it? Who gave it 
me ? No Body but he that hath all Knowledge, 
he that was with the Father from the begin- 
ing, and was glorified with the Father before 
the World began, he me gave this Knowledge; 
and how did he give it thee? By his Spirit, 
fer he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into my 
Heart ;, and that Spirit of Chrift ſearches the 
Hearts, and tries the Reins: He tells me this 
is Evil that thou haſt done, this is that which 


God that made thee hath againſt thee; this MK 


thou muſt forſake, and this thou muſt repent 
of; here I have an Infallibility of what I know, 
bat I cannot get rid of my Evil. 

Now if I can believe in the Power by which 
my Heart is ſearch'd, and truſt in him that hatir 
begun to deal with me, then his Work is not 
only to reveal his Light to convince me, bus 
to put forth his Power to convert me; fo that 
by the Power of that Truth by which mx 
Heart is ſearch'd, I come to be converted, and 
turned from my Sin, and break off from ity 
and when 1 am broken off from it, I am ſure 
and have a certainty that it is ſo, that 1 am 
broken off from ſuch a Sin, and that my Heart 
is turned againſt it; L am ſure that now ł hate: 
it, and deteſt it, and that God hath turned my 
Inclinations another way: 1 am ſure this is God's 
work, I can witneſs this Infallibly, that ſome- 
thing is now done in order to my Redemption: 
But there is ſomething yet remaining to be 
done; What then? I will go ſtep by ſtep, by 


following my Guide, I ſhall be ſure to be ma 


F 3 king 
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king ſome progreſs every Day, to that ſtate to 
which the Spirit of Chriſt will lead me: Theſe 
Perſons come to a Certainty of Knowledge by 
their own Experience. 'Y 
Some will ſay, Take heed of being deluded 
and deceived by the Quakers ; ſo fay I too: 
Take heed of being deluded by any Body; if 
any go about to perſwade thee, to believe Mt 
that which thou knoweſt to be a Lye, lan Ne. 
ſure they are about to delude thee; I would Nie 
have every one to have an Evidence in them - 
telves of what they believe. . 
Doth a Man believe ſuch an One is a Drun- i. 
kard, becauſe the Scriptures declareth judg. d 
ment againſt the Drunkards; the Scripture 
faith, Wo to the Drunkards of Ephraim? There 
are judgments denounced againſt the Drun- 
ard in the old Teſtament ; conſider, the Scrip- 
ture doth not tell ſtch and ſuch by Name, that 
they are Drunkards; but the Spirit of God, 
by a Work and Operation upon a Man's Con- 
ſcience, ſingles him out, and.charges him with, 
the Guilt of Drunkennefss | 
There is a great Condemnation pronounced 
againſt Whoremongers in Scripture, but it doth 
not tell us who they are by Name; but their 
Conſciences tell them ſo, and gives infallible 
Jndgment againſt them, and ſay, Thon art the 
Anm, thou art a Perſon that God doth judge 
and condemn ; Whoremongers, and Adulteters, 
| Cod mil judge; but that doth not concern 
hee, and affect thee, except thou be one; | 
way read this an hundred times in the Scri bern 
18 5 5 and 
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and not have a reflection in my own Con- 
ſcience, except I be guilty: But when God 
reets with a guilty Perſon, and judgeth and: 

condemneth him, there will be an Iafallibilityj 


ed Wi: what ſuch an one knows. If a Whoremon- 
0: Mecr is reflected upon by his own Conſcience, if 
if lis Conſcience tell him he is the Man, if 114 
ve the World ſhould flatter him, and ſay he is not 4 
m MWeuilcy, he would certainly kgow- that they.” 
14 ien him a Lye. 


So that here is no Dependance upon any 
Man's Judgment, but upon an Inviſible Judge- 


in a Man's owa Heart: Who ſhall delude and 
g (deceive this Man, that hath this Experimentzi- 


re N knowledge ? Thoſe Perſons will not deceive a. 
re Man, that would turn him from the Evil of his 
„Ways; theſe do not go about to deceive him, 
> WF chat will tell him he muſt hearken to that Prin- 
it ciple of Truth and Holineſs in his own Hearts: 
„ WW they would deceive him that tell him he is con- 
- WF verced when he is not, and leave him chers 5. 
I WF But when he is really converted, and turned. 
from Sin, to God, ſome will tell him he is 
3 WU deluded, and deceived ; I pray God every one 
ef us may be fo deceived; Saith the Apoſtle, 
zn We are Deceivers, yet True All that ave tru- 
© hi converted, though Men cry out they are 
e 
: 
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Deceivers, though they are Deceivers, yet true; 
they are come to the Savour of the Knowledge 
of God, through Chriſt; and ſo ſhall certainly 
Come to be Partakers of the Inheritance that is 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. WS 
Friends, you know that this, hath been the: 
„ | F-4  FPropoſitiols 
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Propoſition of all the Prophets, and Apoſtles 
from the Beginning to this Day; the thing tha 
they have propoſed to the Sons and Daughters 
of Men, hath been to enquire after the Knoy. 
- ledge of the true God: It hath been wonder. 
ful to conſider, what the Devil hath done to 
preſent divers Doctrines that he hath found 
out, and ſtirred up others to invent a Coms. 
ny of Gods, that other People have adoret 
and worſhipped. It is hard to find any Nation 
that do not worſhip ſome God; it is natural for 
Man to deſire to come to ſome God, he thinks 
he muſt come to ſome God, and cannot be hap 
Py if he come not to God: But the Devil hath 
invented many Gods, and ſet the People x 
worſhipping of Idols, the Work of Men's 
Hands, ſuch Gods that are ſo far from helping 
their Worſhippers,thatthey cannot help them: 
ſelves, they cannot wipe off the Duſt from 
their own Faces ; and if they fall down, they 

cannot riſe again. i 
But this is not our Caſe, we have but one 
God preached among us, and but one Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator between God and 
Man: Our Condition is happy, in having but 
one God, in compariſon of theirs that have 
many Gods. 12 e 
If the true God, that you worſhip, were bu 
truſted in, you would be the happieſt People 
in the World: If you do but ſearch, you will 
find that the Devil hath in this Nation, and in 
this Age, ſtirred up People to worſnip as ma- 
BY Gods, as he did in other Nations in anti- 
28 | ro 
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Miles nt Times, among the Sidonians, and Amo- 
that THAN 3nd others. | 

hter MW But you will ſay, We worſhipone God, and 
now. Mtruſt only in one God, and one Chriſt, and one 


der. holy Ghoſt, the only living and true God. 
ie v Do not tell me what God a Man profeſſeth᷑ 


ound to worſhip, but what God he truſteth in, that 
pz Ngires it the Name: Whatſoever a Man truſt- 


eth in, that he makes his God, whether it be 
Gold or Silver, or the Honours and Pleaſures: 
of this World, if he truſteth in theſe things, he 
makes them his God. Let a Man but ſearch 


ored 
ition 
| for 
inks 


hap and try himſelt, and he will find fomething hatit 
rath got a Place in his Heart, that he cannot part 
le a M with for Chriſt's ſake: He will be ready to 
ens WI ſay, I cannot part with my Houſe and Land, 
ing wich my Wife and Children, and my Goods 
em- and Poſſeſſions, becauſe I have a Confidence 
om in chem, and believe they will do me good, 
icy and be a Defence for me; I truſt that in times 


of Peril theſe things may do me good: Here 
ne is a Divine Adoration, here is that Truſt, thar 
Confidence that all true Chriſtians- ought to 
nd have in the true God; and this is placed in 
ot WF cheſe Earthly Things: Now, whereſoever the 
ve W Truſt and' Confidence is placed in tranſitory 
and earthly periſhing Things, . theit Men truſt⸗ 
in tranſitory Gods. 
Nothing ſo ſhews that a Man makes the 
Ford his God; as when he caſts alt his care on 
him, and puts his whole truſt in him, whenhe 
makes a profeſſion and acknowledgement of his 
Dominion and Greatneſs, and: of all his other” 
Fx Porfe ions, 


126 The Divine Manitor: O, 
Ferfections, that by his Wiſdom he can procyre- 
for them all that is good, and by his Power 
keep off from them, and ſecure them from E. 
vil. When I make the Lord my Truſt and 
Refuge, and traſt him for my God, I chuſe him 
before all the Gods of the Heathen, and truſt 
in him above all things under Heaven, upon 
the Account of the profundity of his Wiſdom, 
and the Almightineſs of his Power: When a. 
Man hath this ſenſe upon him, he will walk 
before the Lord with Reſignation of Mind, and 
be willing to be at God's difpoſal, and he will 
not only give up himſelf to God, but he will 
| Hearken to him, and hear his Voice when he 
peaks. to him. of 
| God, who at ſundry times, and in divers man-: 
ners ſpake in times paſt, unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken to. us by 
bis Son: But, Where is. his Son, you will ſay? 
He is in Heaven; but though he is the Hab 
and Lofty One that. inhabits Eternity, yet bs: 
awels. with meek, humble. and contrite Hearts, 
that tremble. at his Word. If I be one of the: 
number of thoſe that tremble at God's Word, 
I have that promiſe that he will come home. 
to me, and dwell-with. me: It is well for 
thee, if the over-ruling Power of God hath; 
prevailed upon thee, - that thou canſt be wil- 
ling to be at God's. Diſpoſal, and ſay, Lord, 
What wouldeſt thon have me to do? f 
Therefore Friends, I would adviſe. you all 
to love your own Souls, that when God deſires 
your Hearts, you would give them up to = 
a 1 that: 
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that there he might delight to dwell, and have- 
his Habitation: Hearken to God's Voice, and 
have regard to- his- Word, which is a more 
ſure Word than any Man's in the World: There 
is a more ſure Word of Prophecy, ſaith the Apo- 
tle, unto which you will do well to take (heed... 
This will check you, and reprove yeu,. when-. 
you do Evil, and ſhew you wherein you have 
tranſgreſſed, and will encourage you, and be 
a Comfort to you, when you do that which is 
good. This will make you wiſe to Salvation, 
and throughly furniſh you, and give you” under 
ſtanding fir every good Work, This Word will 
tell you, this you muſt not do, leſt you offend 
God, and wound your Conſcience, and grieve - 
the Holy Spirit; this Word will help you 
ſo to ſpeak, as to adminiſter Grace to che 
Hearers; ſuch an one as hath regard to this - 


Word, hath a Chaplain in his own Betoms- * i 


That will direct and teach him how to ſtger 
his courſe, and order his Converſation among 
Men, and how- ro ſerve. God. acceptabiys This 
High Prieſt's Lips will preſerue Knowledge, even 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who-ſpeaks to us 
in his- Word; we can do nothing but by his 
Direction: If you come to him to lead your 
into all Truth, he will bring you to the Fa⸗ 
ther, and reconcile you to him, that fo yon 
may obtain his Favour and Everlaſting Life; 
when one of Chriſt's Diſciples- ſaid, Shewws 


the Father, and it fufiveth ut; jeſus faith unto- 


him, He that. hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the H. 
ter; . and, hom ſayeſt thou then, farm ih. Fü 
x | | | Err? 
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ber? If you ſubject your ſelves to Chirif: 
and to the Government of his Spirit, he will 
bring you to that Life, and Immortality, that 
fadeth not away. + "1. 2 
This hath been our Labour and Travel 
from time to time, to preach Chriſt among 
you, and not to preach our ſelves, and gather 
a Church for our ſelves, but to gather a peo. 
* in to Chriſt, who is Lord of Heaven and 
irth: We would preach Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, we would not have you admire Men; 
Words and Sayings, and charge your Memory 
with them: But we would have you -remem- 
ber the Words and Sayings of Chrift, who is 
the great Mediator, to reconcile Man again to Wl $ 
God, that you may know him by his Power, WW i 
working effectually in your Hearts; we la. 
bour for nothing elſe, and we want nothing  * 
Elſe: We are Ambaſſudors for Chriſt, as thouh il | 
Gu did beſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt: Ml. 
| ſtead, be ye Reconciled to God: That you may 
ſo live, that whether you eat or drink, or what- 
ſocver you do, you may do it all to the Glory 
of God, your great Creator, that hath given 
his Son 'to die. tor you, and Redeem you from 
all Iniquity, that you might be a peculiar People, 
zealous of good Works,  _ 1 
Therefore let God have all the Honour 
and Glory, for all his Mercies and Bleſſings; 
let us render unto him hearty Praiſes, and 
Thankſgiving, for his wonderful Love; aud 
acknowledge that it is a great Priviledge 
that we may obtain by Jeſus. Chriſt, even 
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to be brought again to have the Knowledge 
of the Living God, which we loſt by our 


chat I Tranſgreſſion. 

avel His Prayer after Sermon. 

Ong 6 

her Lorious art thou in thy Appearance, O Lord, 
eo. and very wonderful is thy Power, and thy Ways 
and paſt ſind ing out: And in this thy Glorious Day, thou 
h art opening a way for the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
the to turn to thee: And O Lord, thoſe whoſe Eyes thou 
11.38 haſt opened, rejoyce and are glad, hecaule they have 
ry been the way of thy Salvation; and the Breathings'of 


their Souls are, that their Feet may be kept therein, 
and that they may make ftrait ſteps in their way to 
thy Kingdom; O Lord, we are ſenſible that our 
te Bl Strength, and our Power, and our Ability is only 
in thee 3 and therefore are the Souls of thy Children 
2. W bowed and ſubjected to thee, waiting for the renewing of 
8 thy Power, that as our Temptations are renewed from 
, day to day, thou wouldeft make known thy-Power in 
us, that we may feel the ftretching forth of thy hand 
: to fave thy little Ones, out of the hands of the De- 
7 Wl firoyer. And fo, powerful God of Eife, break forth 
. more and more in thy Glory, and make known thy 
Power, in expelling the Clouds of Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance, and bring the Minds and Underſtandings of 
thy People to know thee more and more, till the 
come to the bleſſed Inheritance, among the Saing in 


People by thy Almighty Power, and ſcatter the dark 
Clouds of Temptation, and cauſe the Light of Life to 
ſhine upon them; thou that haſt commanded the Light 
to ſhinèe out cf Darkneſs, do thou ſhine into the Hearts 
ot the Sons and Daughters of Men; open their Hearts, 
that they may receive the Truth, and make tender 
their hard Hearts, that they may live to thee that 
made them, and give a comfortable Account to thee of. 
teix Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and. jet them 
; 
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Lizht; Holy and powerful Father, break in upgwithy = 
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theez make known thy Will, and ſend help from Hea- 


130 His Prayer after Sermon: 
turn to the Lord before it be too late to repent g 
them. Powerful God of Life, thy Mercy and loving 
Kindneſs doth abound, to a little Remnant that a, 
believe in Chrift, and do truſt in thy Name; thou hat 
been with them in their fiery Trials and Tribulation, 
and to this Day theu haſt been the Glory of our Aﬀen. 
blies, and the Joy of our Meetings: We are. ſenſible 
of thy Holy Power working in our Souls, and of thy 
renewing thy Love upon us: All that want a full ſenſe 
thereof, that are ſeeking and crying after thee for it, 
O let them be brought to a due full ſenſe of God: 0 
ariſe for the help and the comfort of the Sorrowful, 
the ſighing, and the needy Soul; pour forth the Trea- 
ſures of thy Love upon them that follow hard after 
tliee, and breathe for Deliverance ;. that ſo, powerful 
God of Life, Praiſes may ariſe to thee for all thy Mer. 
cies, abundant Bleſſing, for thy Goodneſs and Loving 
Kindneſs beſtowed upon us from time to time. Moſt 
powerful God of Life and Light, let the Eye of thy 
Favour be turned upon this Land of our Nativity; 

ſpare the Inhabitants of this City and Nation, that 

they may. ſeek after thee; let them know the weight ot 

thy Hand upon them, to bow them down to Humility 

and Brokenneſs of Heart, give them Repentance 

for their Sins;. Living God of Life, ditplay thy Pow- 

er to.all, from the higheſt to the loweſt among us, and ( 
advance the Kingdom of our. Lord Jeſs Chriſt, to 
whom thou haft given a Name above every Name; 
2nd let his Kingdom and Glory. be exalted over all, and 
{line in the midſt of us: Blefled Father of Life, give 
VWildgm to our Councellors, that they may counſel for 


ven to alt-that ftand in need thereof, and that wait 
upon thee for it; give them thy Holy Spirit that they 
may be guided in thy ways. Let thy Son Jeſus Chriſt: 
have the ſteering and governing of all things, and let 
Glory be rendered to thy great and worthy Name, and 
keep us in the Love of God and in Union with one a- 
nother ; let the ſtroke of thy Power remain upon the 
Hearts of all hoſe Hearts thou haſt touched at this 
| dine 
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me; let them be bowed down always in thy Holy 
Worſhip, and remain in a Belief of thy Truth, and 
caſe to do Evil, and learn to do Well, and walk ac- 
eptably before thee, that ſo Tranſgreſſion may be 
Enihed, and Sin and Iniquity may be put to an end; 


and that Truch and Righteouſneſs may be ſet up, and 


ine among us, and that. our Souls may. rejoyce in thee, 


lat we may magnifie and praiſe thy Power, and glo- 


rife thy Name; for thou art worthy of all Honour, 
Praiſe and Glory; and humble Thankſgiving, for the 
Manifeſtation of thy Love and Power: All which we 
dere to offer thee through Jeſus Chriſt, who art 
God over all, Bleſſed for ever and ever, Amen. 
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SERMON VI. 
The Inward P reacher: 
Or, the Office of Conſcience. 
Preached at Grace-· Church Street, 


June. 21. 15922. 


My Friends, 


VI. from living Experience have declared 
their Teſtimony. for the Truth; that you might 
all be. brought to wa t. for the. TR 7 0 P. 

+ et ruth. 


AN have been ſent among you, thot 
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on Souls: For whatſoever the Preacher 


_— 


as each one may put it dawn in themſelves, 


132 The Iawara Preacher : Or, 

Truth in your ſelves: This is that which wil 
ſtaud you in ſtead, to know the Teſtimony of 
Truth in your own Hearts to be for you; there. 
fore you are to watt, eſpecially at ſuch times 
as theſe, to hear the Voice of Truth in your 


preacheth, if the Truth in thine own Heart 
doth not ſpeak Peace, it is not well with thee: 
W hatſoever Teſtimonies are. born of the Truth 
it (elf; it is the Truth that muſt bear Teſt 
moay of thee, that unerriug Word, that give; 
to every one an infallible Evidence of their 
Peace with God, or, againſt that which hin- 
ders them. | 

You know our labour hath been to per. 
ſwade all People, to hearken to the Truth in 
themſelves, and to make it their buſineſs, and 
travel, and endeavour, that they might have 


Unity with the Fruth in their own Hearts, that 


their Coaſciences may not condemn them. 
For ſuch as you, in whom God hath raiſed 


his Witneſs, and hath exalted the Frutl for 
a judge: You are not Ignorant, nor covered 


over with Darkneſs, as many others are; you 
do not rentain in doubt, but you know the 
Truth, and have an Anſwer af Peace in well- 
doing, and a Condemnation in evil-doing ;, 
not adminiſtred to youonly by Preachers with- 
out, but by the Evidence and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit of God in your own Hearts, This 
is that ſtanding Myſtery which God hattrrai- 
kd, which can never be put down again, but. 


L grant 
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will 


1 grant that Men may put it down: You 
y of W:1c read, and had it plainly witneſſed to you, 
ere. ren Killing the Juſt, and Crucifying the Lord 
mes / Glory, and ef Spiritual Sodom, and Egypt: 
rour WT hcſe things you have read of, and you that 
cher Here turned to the Light, know the meaning 
eart Mof thoſe Sayings, by woful Experience; for 
ce: when ever you have turned aſide, from a due 
uth W<ubjetion to the Grace of God, by which we 
ſti. Nare convinced, then there hath been a piercing 
re: d Cracifying of the Son of God afreſh, and 4 
eir ve ing and grieving the Holy Spirit, by which yon 
in- 2111's be Sealed to the day of Redemption; then 


chere hath been Anguiſh and Tribulation up- 


er- on your Souls; and if this be minded, it will 
in plant a fear upon your Hearts, and make 
nd you afraid to do the like again; but where 


this Tribulation and Anguiſh- is neglected and 
at put off, there a Cuſtom of Sin takes away the 
WW Scaſe of Sin: As you know many have had 
ed more Judgment. at ſome time upon them for a 
or WW vain Word, or a vain Thought, than afterward 
x1 Wl they have come to have for the moſt abomi- 
21 WF nable wicked Action: How came this to paſs ? 
ſe Was Sin ever the better? Or hath it changed 
- W its Nature? No, but they are further off from 
„the Senſe of the Evil of it; This is the Word 
- W of Truth, to which you muſt ſtand or fall; 
tis is the Stone, that whoſoever falls upon it, 
S hall be broken and tendered; but if they ſtay 
- W ill the Weight of Truth fall upon them, it 
will grind them to Powder. 1 N 
They that will have a Life of Liberty, let the 

e Truth 
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Truth ſay what it will, I will have my Liberty 
and nſe my Tongue as I liſt, I will. be Wanten 
and Proud, and Envious and Malicious, thy 
F know theſe Things be naught, and the 
Witneſs in my Conſcience teſtifies that theſe 
Things are wicked, and contrary to the Wil 
of God, yet I will have them: Whoſoever 
comes to this Mind, the Stone is near falling 
upon them, and they will be ground to Pon. 
der, they are like to Barren Earth which bear- 
eth Thorns and Briers, and is rejected, and # 
aigh unto Curſing, whoſe end is to be burned... 
Therefore Friends, I entreat you to hearken 
to the Word of the Lord, it is an Holy Word, 
and an Old Word, many have profeſſed it: 
There are many Preachers that will cry, Hear. 
ken to the Word of the Lord in ſuch a Chap» 
ter, and ſuch a Verſe: My Teſtimony this 
Day is, Hearken to the Word of the Lord; but 
where ſhall we find it, ſome will ſay? I tell 
you it is written with the Finger of God in 
your own Conſciences, and is either for you, 
or againſt you: Let your Profeſſion among Men 
be what it will, this Miniſter of the Cove- 
nant hath.no reſpe& of Perſons, or regard to 
Profeſſion; he will not excuſe this or that Man, 
becauſe he makes a greater Profeſſion of his 
Name than others; this rather is his Judgment, 
and his Condemnation ſhall be more ſwift and 
ſharp upon him that makes a Profeſſion of 
Chriſt's Name: If Judgment begin at the Houſe 
ef God, what ſhall the end of them be that ohh 
wot the Goſpel: of Cod? Thoſe that take . 
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Wm ſtrict Profeſſion, they do greater Diſ- 
nour to God, than thoſe that cry out there 
no Reformation, there can be no living 
--hout Sin; theſe profeſs what they do, and 
ey do as they profeſs : But when People 
dme to profeſs Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, 
| profeſs a Power alſo by which Righte- 
uſneſs is obtained, but live not ſtrialy accor- 
ing to their profeſſion ; theſe are they That 
aſe the Name of God to be Blaſphemed among 
: Heathen, more than they that ſay there can 
e no living without Sin. | 
Now this Witneſs of God hath no reſpe& - 
o Profeſſion, but hath reſpect to the State and 
frame of the Mind of a Man or Woman, that 
hey ſerve God with, whether it be with Since- 
ity and Uprightneſs of Mind, and with 
rreathing Delires, that They may know the good. 
md acceptable Will of God, and what is well- 
leaſmg in his ſight; and that they might per- 
orm that which is according to his Heaven- 
Will. Where this Sincerity is, where this 
ry of the Soul is, the Lord hath regard to it; 
but where Peoples Religion is only to bear up 
Profeſſion, and hold up an External Fellow- 
ip and Communion one with another; when. 
his Sincerity is wanting, the Lord abhors their 
Worſhip, it is an Abomination to God, and no 
Benefit or Advantage to themſelves : It is not 
for the Glory of God, that they make a Pro- 
feſſion, but for ſome Deſign to themſelves, and 
o they become abominable. 1 | 
This was the State of Hrael of old, and it — 
che. 


136 The Inward Preacher: Or, | 


the State of a great many now, that think the 
do great matters, if they conform ſo far toth 
Truth, as that outwardly they may not h 
charged with a Lye, but that they are of ſic 
a Society: It is well if ſome would come { 
far as to maintain their Society with God 
People, and their External Profeſſion ; but 
they have not regard to the Truth in their on! 
Conſciences, what is their Profeſſion worth! 
What will all thy Unity with them ſigniſie! 
If there be a breach between God and thing 
.own Soul, who can heal that Breach ? What 
will the Profeſſion ſignifie and amount to a 
laſt? But, Go ye Curſed into everlaſting Firg 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. And al 
the Reaſon to be rendred for it, is this; Depart 
from me, Te are workers of Iniquity : He dil 
not ſay in that Sentence, Ye are Lyars, yon ne- 
ver Propheſied in my Name, and 1 never 
Preached in your Streets; but allowing what 
they ſaid to be Truth, that they had made a 
Profeſſion, and held communion with other 
Chriſtians, allowing theſe things, yet notwith 
ſtanding it is, Go ye Curſed; and the Reaſon of 
the Sentence is, Toa are workers of Iniquity. 
Let the Dread of the God of Heaven reſt up 
on you. My Friends, it is another thing to make 
a Profeſſion of the Lord God of Heaven and 
Earth, than moſt are aware of; Let every ont 
| that names the Name of Chriſt, depars from hi 
quity. What is lniquity ? it is all things that 
a Man and Woman doth to gratifie their o 
Wills contrary to the Will of God; that 15 4 
55 quity! 
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iy: Where had all Men Liberty? Where had 


iam and his Sons their Liberty to fulfil their 
un Wills, and to contradict the Will of God? 


the 
0 th 
N 00 


— et nothing is more common in Nations, Coun- 
* ies and Families, than for People to aſſume a 
+ iberty to perform and fulfil their own Wills, 
g to bring about their own Intereſt, Deſigns 
10 d Contrivances, though at the ſame time they 


re convinced that it is contrary to the Will of 


fe? od. Where this Liberty is taken, there Ini- 


” uity is wrought; that is Iniquity that is un- 
. k |, that which is committed againſt him upon 
ry dom we have all our dependance every mo- 

J 


ient for Life and Breath, for Food and Rai- 
nent and every thing we enjoy; we have a 
du ependance upon that God that made us, yet 
ne. Jain Men and Women aſſume a Liberty of gra- 
ol ing their own Wills, and ſetting up for the 
„ leſh. 
al von may remember that Paſſage of the good 


H 


* Apoſtle, when he ſaw ſome Libertine Profeſſors 
ch. t Chriſtianity grow looſe and careleſs; it was 
ell they thought they did acknowledge God 


n their Meetings and Worſhip, but as to the 
Affairs of the World, they had forgotten that 
od was concerned in thoſe things; the Apo- 

[tle takes notice of ſuch Libertine Looſueſs, 
o to now, you that ſay, to Day or to Morrow 

we will go into ſuch a City, and continue there 
Tear, and buy and ſell, and get gain; whereas you 
op not what ſhall be on the Morrow : For what 
u your Life? It is even a Vapour, that appe ar- 
eln for à little while, and then vaniſbeth away : 
Far 
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For that you ought to ſay, If the Lord m. 
fhall live — 45 this Pa Ss ought toli 
in Subjection to him that made you, you oup 
to have regard to God's Honour in whatſyey 
you do: Whether you Eat! or Drink, or what 
ever you do, do all to the Glory of God. Is 10 
this Scripture? Is not this found amongſt i 
Apoltle's Writings ? Do not we hold the Nin 
of Chriſtians which was given to them at / 
tioch ? Vea, we are called Chriſtians, and thi 
Writings of the Apoſtle are Holy Writings an 
what then is the matter that we take ſo liul 
notice of them? That Men do not apply the 
wholiome Exhortations to the Particulariti 
of. their Converſation, but that they go fra 
Country to Country, and from one Place tt 
another, and do what they pleaſe, witke 
having any regard to give their Subjection u 
the great God: This Looſneſs hath broupht 
into the minds of ſome ſuch a Liberty, that the 
live without God in the World; when theyg 
ſometimes to Religious Meetings, and whe 
They hear the Name of God mentioned, it ma 
be there comes a little awe upon their mind, 
and they have ſome regard to that God tha 
gave them Breath and being, for the preſent: 
But if there be not Religion, if there be not! 
Tie, (Religion ſignifies a Tie, a being bounl 
to God) if Men be not bound and tied t 
God, by that which is made known to then, 
every one will deſire that which is good in thei 
own Eyes. | 8 
Therefore it is neceſſary for you, my 1 
A boſe 
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hore al People, you that are come to your 
afure-of the miniſtration of the Spirit, to 
:now and to mind what it doth ſpeak « Such 
thing 1 did this: Morning, and | am reproved 
or it; ſuch a thing 1 did well, and ! am juſti- 
fed and warranted in the doing of it: Thus it is 

hen a thing is well or ill done. Sometimes 
ſome Men act two or three Days together, and 
never bring their Actions to the Rule; that is 
like a Man that is building and never minds his 
Rule, ſo what he builds up, tumbles down a- 
gain upon his Head. You know there is ſome- 
Wching in you that hath a ſpeaking Voice, an 
Winfallible Voice, and gives Judgment on your 
Actions, and paſſeth a Sentence, either of Juſti- 
fication, or Condemnation vpon you. If you 
would live ſo, as to anſwer God in what you do, 
you need not fear anſwering Men: I do not 
fearanſwering Men in all I do or ſpeak ; if Ido 
butanſwer mine own Conſcience, l fear no Man, 
tho' they be of another Perſwaſion and Judge 
ment oppoſite to me; if I keep Peace in mine 
own Conſcience, I ſhall anſwer the Principle 
of Truth in my Adverſaries Conſciences, tho? 
they hate me, and deſpiſe me, and ſeek occaſion 
againſt me; if my Actions anſwer the Truth 
of God in my own Heart, they will anſwer 
the Truth in any Man's Heart: This makes 
a Man as bold as a Lion. | 1 
When the People of God obtain a Reputa- 
tion, to be True and Juſt, and Haly and Righte- 
ous, all Men will expect Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs at their Hands: What af I profeſs a 


bY 
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be one of the People? If 1 have.narthe Fro 
in my own Heart, this Reputation 

it on as a Cloak to hide my Inſincerity, the wan 
of that Truth, takes away my Courage. 
is Truth in all Men in the World that hatt 
a Power, and its the Power of Holineſs ant 
Righteouſneſs that makes wicked Men afraid: 
and therefore the Apoſtle argues upon thy 
Subject, The Magiſtrate is cloathed with Pop. 
er: What Power hath he? The Power of hu. 
ſtice, and the Power of the Sword: Wha 
Sword hath he? A Sword of juſtice; and he 
is a Terror to Evil-doers, but a Praiſe to them 
that do well. It is true, if I have done evil 
if I meet with a Man that is but my Equal; 
if ia Buying, and Selliag, and Commerce, I hay 
wronged him, and decived him, tho? he know 
not of it, yet | am afraid of him, I am fear 
ful that he will diſcover me and find me ont: 
But if I ſpeak the Truth, and do that which 
is honeſt ia the ſight of ail Men, I ſhall not 
fear any Man; there is no Nation Hinder e 
Heaven, but there is a Principle of Truth to WM" 
be found among them in the Hearts of Men: 
If I act according to the Principle of Truth 
in mine own Heart, there is the {ame princi- 
ple of Truth in all Men: If I walk up to the 
Principle of Truth in my ſelf, 1 ſhall like. 
wiſe walk up to the Principle of Truth in al 
Mens Hearts; if mine own Heart doth not 
condemn me, all the World cannot condemn me. 

If Profeſiofs were reſolved to anſwer the 
Principles of Truth in their own Hearts, and 


£0 


142 The Inward Preacher: Or, 
their own Houſe ; if there be any thing they Ml. 
know not, and if they know not what todo, Ml, 
they ask this Miniſter of the Sanctuary; o- 
thers they will ask their Miniſters, but your 

Miniſter is at home with you: Where hath 
God appointed any Man to rule over your 
Conſcience? No, God hath appointed Chrit Ml | 
only to rule and govern your Conſcience, to 
. be the Author of Faith, and the Finiſher of i Ml 
too: You that are come to the Diſpenſation WM 
of the Spirit of Chriſt, keep to the Teſtimony WM 
in your own Hearts; then you have Felloy- WW 
ſhip wich one another in the Truth; and you M1 
have cauſe to bleſs God for it, that God hath Ml 
ſo opened the Hearts of one toward another, 
that the Suffering of one, is the Suffering of all; W1 
and the Conſolation of one, the Comfort and re- s 
joycing of all: But, alas! Who is in this Fel. r 
owing * Only thoſe that are in Fellowſhip M* 
t 
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with the Truth, in their own Hearts, and really 

ſo: If a Man ſhall break Fefowſhip with 
Truth in his own Heart, he will make no bones Mt 
| of breaking Fellowſhip with his Brethren : b 
| ſoon as Men break Fellowſhip with Truth, they MW 
1 are uma heady, troubleſome, and make no 1 
matter of. ſplitting, and tearing, and rending r 
= -Fellowſhip with others: How comes it to paß 
| That thou haſt done this? Thou didſt not thu Mb 
W while thou fearedſt ſinging againſt the Witneß 


of God in thine own Heart. But when Mr 
have once made light of the great Miniſter o 
the Goſpel in their own Hearts, it is an eaſic 


. 
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matter 20 make light of the relt ; if, as —_ 1 
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The Office of Conſcience. 14 
faith, They have done ſo to the Green Tree, na 
ponder. that they do ſo to the Dry Tree: If they. 
:ſp;ſe me ( faith Chriſt ) de you think they will 
love you f 3 1 3 
ug moſt evident in a great many at this 
day, they diſpute againſt Truth, they have ta- 
ken a Liberty to ſpeak contrary to the Truth 
in their own Hearts, and then they cry down 
the Miniſters of it: Do you think they do ſo 
that keep their firſt Tenderneſs ? When they 
were convinced, the Power of the Lord reſted 
upon them; when the Power of the Lord firſt 
wrought upon you, and brought you to Yea 
and Nay, and to plain ſimple Language and Ha- 
bit, this was with Joy and Delight for Chriſt's 
ſake. They that kept up this Tenderneſs and 
Simplicity of Mind, there is no ſcattering, nor 
rending, or tearing among them, they keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, and 
they are kept together in one. 5 
Friends, you have an opportunity in your 
Hands, ſee that you make uſe of it; you may 
bear up, and not be deceived by Men, or De- 
vils, if you keep faithfully to the Principle of 
Truth in your own Hearts. Let what Re- 
proach and Perſecution ſoever come, here is a 
Standard, a Foundation and a Rule, for you to 
be governed by every Hour of the Day; ſearch 
your Hearts, and try your Conſcience. by it. 
As ye do this, and keep to the Rule of the nen 
Creature, of the Regeneration, being changed 
from a Carnal Birth to an Incorruptible Birth. 
F you be born of the Incorruptibie Seed, the 
; G 2 1 
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Devil cannot corrupt you, Evil Paſnions can. 
not corrupt you; if you keep up that Foun- 
dation that is Incorruptible in it ſelf, then no- 
thing will corrupt you, nor your ways and 
manners: If you will live according to the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, you will ſerve God, 
and be Examples to others in the Life of Ho. 
tineſs and Righteouſneſs, and hereby God ſhall 
be glorified. This is that which will ſhine 
forth to the whole Nation, and give a good 
Report to Truth: But if any that profeſs the 
Truth, be found falſe to their Profeſſion, and 
be found unholy, and deceive and over-reach 
their Neighbour, they loſe by it, and the De- 
vil rejoyceth at it. 55 
Thus we know the Life of Righteouſneſs is 
brought forth through the Spirit of Truth, and 
out-ſhines all, and will reach God's Witneſs in 
them that are afar off, and bring them near; 
and happy and bleſſed are they that are found 
in this Divine Work, conforming their Lives 
and Converſations according to the new Crea- 
ture, Peace be upon them, And upon the while 
Hrael of God: There is a Miniſter that abides 
with you, that goes home with you, it is his 
Teſtimony that you muſt ſtand or fall by: lf 
any one ſhould be a falſe Profeſſor, and be cried 
up, if he be not ſincere, he hath not Peace; tho 
he flatter a while, and make a ſhew, the Worm 
of Guilt gnaws him and torments him, ſuch a 
theſe have not Peace with God, nor Fellowſhip 
with the Church: Tho' they ſeem to be alive, 


yet they are dead; as it was with the Churches 
2A | in 
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in Aſia, they had a Name to live, yet they wer- 
dead; cho' they have an empty Name, ſuch an 
one is a living Man or Woman, they are eſteem- 
ed Friends to the Church; but tho' they are 
commended and cried up, and have a Name 
to live, yet they are dead; there is a few names 
in Sardis which have not defiled their Garments, 
they walk with me in White, faith Chrilt, for they 
are worthy, I know thy Works, that thou haſt a 
name that thou liveſt and art dead: See what 
Chriſt, the bright Morning-Star, could do: he 
could look into a Meeting, and ſee whether 
few or many had only a Name to live, or were 
really alive; if they were dead as to Sincerity 


and Truth, though they had been among the 


Church, they would help to break it down, 
but not to build it up. 5 
You that have this Divine Life ſtill ſtirrin 

in you, and feel the the Operation that firſt 
quickened you to God, prize this Prineiple of 
the Divine Life above all: What is there can 
rob you of it? Value not the Friendſhip of the 
World: Alas! what can it amount to? Count 
It as Dang in compariſon of Cbriſt Jeſns ; look 
npon all things with a found Eye : Peace with 
God is of that concerament, that you cannot 
de happy here, or hereafter, without it; the 


Friendſhip of the World I can be without, 


and the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the World 
I can be without, I can ſpare theſe things; 
but the Favour of God I cannot be without, 
and growth in Grace and the Knowledge of our 
Lnd aud Saviour Feſus Curiſt, and a ſincere 
Wh 3 Profeſſion 
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Profeſſion of the Goſpel; I cannot be without 
theſe things. 285 3 
My Friends, tho' you do not make a Shen 
and Flutter in the World, as ſome others do, 
yet your Glory is within; they that are living 
Members of this Divine Body, the Glory, 
and Beauty, and Brightneſs of ſuch, appears in 
the fight of God. If you grow in Grace, you 
will be a Comfort to one another; and a; 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Jon are our Epiſtle written 
in our Hearts, known and read of all Men. The 
Lord preſerve and keep you ſimple, keep you 
in all Sincerity, in that Truth that hath 
wrought in your own Hearts, that you may 
have acquaintance with your Teacher, that he 
may not be driven into Corners; for you 
may do. it, and ſtop his Mouth, and ſilence 
him too. If you let your perverſe Will rule, 
you may flay the Juſt; but there will come; 
Day of his Riſing, then down go you: Whatſoe- 
ver Men may get by it at preſent, when Truth 


rifeth, when the Juſt One that was ſlain hatha 


Reſurrection in them, then moſt certain down 
they go: While you have an apportunltj in 
your Hands, and an Intereſt in the Covenant 
of Life, walk with God according to the Cout- 
4} and Dictates of his Holy Spirit, that you 
may be brought to an heavenly Fellowſhip, 
8nd to partake of the good Thiags that God 
hath prepared for his Child ten. 
My Friends, Pray prize your Seaſons, let 
no. Day ſlip, for fear you miſs a Day atlaſt; 
Matt upon the Lord, and let his Fear Ul 1 


Te Offer of. Conbi. 


holy Awe be always upon your Hearts : Then 
Peace will be upon you, -and there will be 
acceptance of all that you do; Mark the per- 
felt Man, and behold the Upright, for the end uf 
that Man is Peace; when he can reflect upon 
his paſt Lite, and ſay, I have walked befere 
the Lord with a perfect Heart, and done that 

which is good and well pleaſing in his ſight, 

and have not turned aſide to the right hand or 

to the left, but the Standard of Truth hath 
been the Guide of all my Spiritual and Temporat 
Action. If Truth hath been thy Guide here, 

then Truth ſhall be thy Portion hereafter: If 
Truth guide thee in thy way, then thou ſhale 

rejoyce with the Saints, and receive an Inhe- 

ritance with the People of God, and enjoy 

that Glory and Felicity which God hath- pre- 
pared for them that love him. | 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


Verlaſting, glorious eternal God of Life, whoſe 
Kingdom Tuleth over all; thy Kingdom is an- 
everlaſting Kindom; a glorious and bleſſed Day hath 
dawned, wherein thou art making thy ſelf known to the 
Sons and Daughters of Men; and thou haſt opened an 
Eye in a Remnant. which the Sed of this Worid hav” 
blinded, to ſee the glory of it. For tho* we have lived 
without God in the World, yet thou art near to us, 
and thou haſt called us to Repentance, and inſpired 
our Souls with a deſire to thee, and te the Remem- 
brance of thy Name; Praiſe and everlaſting, Thankſ- 
givings belong unto thee, who art the Author of our 
Salvation, who haſt reached ont thy Hand and laid 
hold upon us, and ſought us out when we ſought thee” 
not, andqhaſt made known thy Power and Love for our: 
= S. & Redemptiom 
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143 His Prayer after Sermon. 


thing ſo much as the Enjoyment of thy Preſence; thou 


they can do nothing; therefore, in all our Afﬀemhlic; 


by which we may live: And dear and powerful Father, 
. 1y engage the Hearts of thy Children, to offer up Prai- 


ever, Amen. 
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Redemption and Salvation; and thou wilt make it 
known more and more to every upright and fincere 
Mind. O powerful Father of Life, how hath thy Poy. 
er and Goodneſs been revealed on our behalf? For thine 
own Name ſake, thou haſt ftood by us in all our Trial; 
and Exerciſes, and we have found thee a God nigh at 
Hand, and thou haft brought a Remnant to defire no. 


haft brought them to be ſenſible, that without thee 


and Meetings, we deſire to be acquainted with thy 
Power, to hear thy Word which ſpeaks Life to our Souls, 


the Cantinration of thy Goodneſs among us, doth great- 


ſes and Thankſgivings to thee; Thou haft enclined the 
Minds and Hearts of thy People to wait upon thee, and 
haſt opened their Underftandings to receive thy Hew 
venly Truth, and thoſe rich and heavenly Treaſure 
which thou offereſt them, and haſt provided a Cup af 
Salvation to refreſh the poor and needy Soul. O L. 
ving God of Life, reach forth thy Hand, to ſupport 
and fave thoſe that are breathing after thee, that are 
ſenſible of the want of thy Preſence, and are frequen- 
ting the Afemblics of thy People, with hope and de 
fire that they may enjoy a Bleſſing from thee. Living 


God of Life, Touch their Hearts with the Finger of 
thy Power, let them know that thou art ready to open 
the Treaſure of thy Love, and Life unto them, through 


the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that their Souls may be Com 


forted, and they may offer up Sacrifices of Thankſpi- 


ving. And let all * Children every where, render to 
thy Name, through Jeſus Chrift, Bleſſing, and Honour, 
and Praiſe, who art God over all, Bleſſed for ever, and 
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SERMON VII. 


Saving-Faith, the Gift of 
Gad alene. 


Preached at Grace-Church-Street, 
March 8. 1687. . 


——_—— 


My Eriends, 


* Ou that are made Partakers of that pre- 


cious Faith, which hath brought you to 
en Expectation of that Redemption and De- 
lirerance that comes alone by Chriſt Jeſus, 
your minds ſhould he continually exerciſed in 
that Faith which God bath given you, for ir 
is 2 great Gift, a bleſſed Gift that he hath gi- 
ven to us to. believe. This never came of our 
ſelves, never was there a true Believer in Chriſt 
Jeſus, but he received his Faith: of God, it was 
the Gift of God, it was given to-him.to believe. 
Other ſorts of Believers there are in the. World, 
that can communicate their Faith. one to ano- 
ther; but they are true Believers that have their 
Faith communicated to-them by the. Spirit of 


&ſus. Chriſt, it is Given to. chem that Believe: 


8 8 and 


15% Swwing-Faith,, the Gift of God alone. 

and becauſe it is ſo excellent and fo heavenly 
a Gift, and hath ſuch large Priviledges belonp- 
ing to- it, it is neceſſary that every one that re- 
ceives it, ſhould have a continual Exerciſe in it; 
that you may know what it is, and what it doth 
for you, and ſo come to be experienced Chri- 
ſtians: Now all that are Partakers of it, they 
do Believe, and know in whom they have Be- 
Lieved, and for what they have Believed, even 
for the ſaving of their Souls. 


The true Faith that is the Gift of God, it is. 


not at all ſhort of a compleat ſaving of their 
Souls; they that truly Believe,their Faith ſtands 
in one that they know is able to ſave to the 
utmoſt; and ſo a true Believer hath a. great 
Comfort in his Faith above allother Believers 
in the World; for he knows that his Faith 
reaches to a compleat Redemption, unto a 
compleat Sanctification, unto a. compleat fit 
ting of him for the Kingdom of God. 
No there is no ſuch Faith that ever was 
made by Men, there is no ſuch Faith that all 
the Wiſe and Learned Men. upon the Face of 
the Earth, hath either preached or given forth 
to be received; for if you come to conſider the 
divers Forms of Faith that Men have Mini- 
ſtred, they will fall ſhort of ſaving their Souls, 
they fall ſhort of Redemption, they fall ſhort 
of fitting and preparing them for the King- 


dom of God, and ſo they have not that Com- 


fort, that Satisfaction, and that inward Refreſh- 
ment that belongs to the others, or that acerues 
to their Souls, that have the Faith of God's 
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And herein hath been the Priviledge of the: 
People of God in all Ages, as well as in our” 
Age; their Faith hath had a farther extent, it 
hath reached farther in order to the good of 
their Souls, than the Faith of all others hath 
done; what Comfort can. a ſerious Chriſtian: 
take in a Faith that falls ſhort of Righteouſe 
neſs and Redemption? Would it not make a. 
Man or Woman's Heart to ake to think l am 
a Believer, but yet I have no Faith that reach»- 
eth to Sanctification and Holy Living, and Re- 
demption from Sin; all my Faith leaves me a: 
Sinner all my Days; to my dying Hour there 1s. 
no maſtery to be had, no getting victory over 
sin, it will prevail over me as long as I live. 
This is not that Precious Faith that. God's. 
Elet have been made Partakers of, that works 
efectually in their Souls; this is not that Faith 
that can miniſter real Comfort to the poor Soul 
that is laden with Iniquity, and wear y of Sin . 
the Faith that falls ſhort of Sanctificationz and 
Redemption. from Sin, is ſuch- a Faith as God 
never gave his People, it came ſome other way 
into the World, and it hath captivated” molt 
of the Sons and Daughters: of Men; and they 
have expelled the true Faith, (as much as in 
them lies) that Saving: Faith that puriſtes:agd%.- 
cleauſes Men from Sin; and gives them Nico 
over the World, and Have got another Fah. 
and in their Euſts aud: Concupiſence, and fil, 
remain in- Captivity .. —W ( c 
But God: was-pleaſed: to hear and? an err 


182 Saving-Faith the Gift of God alone, Il 5 
the Cry of the Souls of a Remnant (for which N co 
many of us have cauſe to magniſie the Name of po 
our God) when we had travelPd from Moun- ve 
tain to Hills, to ſeek where true Comfort mighi MW v 
be found, where one ſhould ſay to us that weW is 
mould overcome: We know there is no eat. 
ing of the Tree of Life until we do overcome, 
nor cntring into God's Kingdom *till we he 
cleanſed. Some laid an Impoſlibility in our Way, 
which made many a one to mourn: What, muſt 
we never be cleanſed ? Muſt this crooked Heart 
and perverſe Will always remain? Muſt I be 
a Sinner and a Believer ? A Sinner, and call my 
ſelf a Child of God? How can theſe things 
hang together ? Theſe have made many to faint 
in their Minds, and to ſay as David did in his 
Diſtreſs, One Day I ſhall periſh by the Hand if 
Saul: One Day this Corruption will be my 
Ruin; for all my Prayers, and Hearing, and 
other Duties and Performances, this Sin wil 
be my utter ruin at laſt. 
After many have mourned, and been afflid. 
ed, by reaſon of the Burden that was upon 
them, it hath pleaſed the Lord to viſit a Ren: 
nant, and to open their Hearts to make known 
the Precious Faith, the Faith of God's Elect, the 
Faith that was once deliver'd to the Saints : |; 
this the Faith that is worthy of an earneſt con- 
*tending for, and preaching for, and ſuffering 
for? Who was ever ſo mad, as to ſuffer' for 
ſuch a Faith as will leave a Man under the 
Power of Satan, and his own Luſts? No wol- 
der that fach have a Faith that is not worth 
OW +” contending 


KEE 


er 


* RR — m—_ ; % . 


e. ; 


Swing Faith, the Gift of God alone. 153 
contending and ſuffering for. Who will ex- 
vſe themſelves for ſuch a Faith that will ne- 
ver do them a Kindneſs? Now that Faith 
which belongs to a Purified Soul, to one that 
is Sanctified, that Faith delivered to the Saints, 
it is called a Shield; when once a Chriſtian 
comes to make uſe of this Faith as a Shield, 
he will find the Power of it: A Shield is 
that which is worn by Perſons that are among 
Enemies; it is for the Defence and Safegard 
of one that is beſet with Enemies, and ſo is a 
good Chriſtian. 3 X 

There is a ſort of blind Chriſtians, Friends 
tothe World, their Chriſtianity 1s worldly, and 
their Faith worldly ; but all true Chriſtians are 
in the midſt of their Enemies, inward and out- 
ward; and if they had not the Shield of Faith 
to defend them, they would certainly be 
wounded every day, they would be ſlain and 
loſe their Lives: The Faith that is called a 
Shield, it is that by which a Chriſtian is to be 
defended and ſaved from Harm deſigned a- 
gainſt him every Hour; For the Devil goes 4 
bout like a roaring Lion, continually ſeeking whom 
le may Devour. The Apoſtle ſpeaks more par- 
ticulary to Believers, The Devil, your Adverſary, 
he is an Adverfary in himſelf, but more eſpe- 
cially your Adverſary that are Believers, that 
have believed to the ſaving of your Souls: 
You that believe that Chriſt is fent of God, 
endued with Power ſufficient enough to break 
nis Head, and Power ſufficient to redeem you 
out of his Service and Bondage, the Devil will 
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be your Adverſary: Let him be fo if I hay 
but my Shield. This is that which if a Mn 
uſe, he will Quench: all the fiery Darts of th 
Devil. 

If a Man come once to have received th 
Faith, the true Faith, Faith 1 in the Power 56 
God, this Faith will remain victorious oye 
Temptation but if thou doſt not keep th) 
Faith in a continual Exerciſe, thou doſt not de 
ſerve the Name of a true Believer; if a M 
receive the true Faith, and grow careleſs ia lis 
Chriſtian Exerciſe, will not this Adverſary, the 
Devil, be about his Ears? Wilk not he ſend 
forth his fiery Darts at him, his Temptations 
and Snares, and Gins, to entangle him, tho' ht 


be a Believer, if he doth not keep in the con- * 
tinual Exerciſe of his Faith ? But a true Chrj- 4 
ſtian, that feels the Power of the Grace of God, k 


and is in the continual Exerciſe of true Faith, 
he is like a Watchman or Centinel, that hath 
his Armour on, and his Shield ready, he know: 
ke is on the Borders of his Enemies Quarters, 
aud he keeps himſelf in perpetual Watchful: 
nels, in daily Expectation of the Devils fiery 
Darts, he keeps his Shield in readineſs; I ſee 
a Temptation lies ia ſuch a thing, but l ſe 
the Lord's Power is able to keep me out of it. 


1 ſee there is Profit or Pleaſure in the Snare; 
it is a Hook that is baited, but I ſee the Hook 
through the Bait, bleſſed be God, and the. Con- 
fidence that I have in his Power, that he ĩs able 
to keep me from that thing, for all the Baits of 
Profi £,Pleaſure,or the Eriend(hi pot the. _ 
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A Believer keeps in the Exerciſe of his Faith, 
d conſiders that his Salvation is nearer than 
en he firſt believed: the People that believe, 
e not preſently ſaved, the Work of Salvation 
so be wrought after they believe; for with- 
wr Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, never- 
rleſt the Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, it ĩs 
buded upon the Power of God; when a Man 
elieveth, the Work is begun; tho' ſome fool- 
in Profeſſors tell us, that the Work is done 
when the Act is only ia the Mind.; they will 
tel you what Day of the Month, and ſuch a 
Day of the Year their Converſion was wroughe; 
hut they know not what they ſay. A Man 
may poſſibly know when 1t was brought a» 
bout. : A Man may know about the time when 
God communicated Faith to him; but he muſt 
know after he is a Believer, then begins the 
Work of Salvation, the Believer is to-be ſaved: 
from this or the other Enemy; he is not pre- 
fently ſaved from all, there muſt be a Warfare, 
a fighting the good Fight of Faith, before theſe 
Enemies of his. Salvation is overcome; the: 
Devil will not. give over becauie I am a Be- 
liever, and becauſe Chriſt promiſed to break. 
bis Head; The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
Serpents Head. I am now but putting on my 
Armour; the Battle is not fought ; 1 have not 
yet gone through the Peril of the Fight; I am 
now buckling on my Armour; when the Fight. 
comes, if I have not my Shield and my. Armour” 
ready, I: may: be flain; fon alli this; ſome: have 
made Shi pwrack: of Faith, they, have not held it, 
| nor- 
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not kept the Faith, but given it away: But ſajMart! 
the Apoſtle, I have fought the good Fight, I hay 
kept the Faith, I have gotten the Victory. 

So People, after they are Believers, the 
muſt wait to have their Faith ſtrengthened hi 
renewed Manifeſtations of the ſame Power ij 

which it firſt ſtood : They muſt wait upon th 
Lord, and he will renew the Strength of thei 
Faith, Zeal and Courage; and as Temptation 
are renewed, they have new Courage, and ney 
Strength, and new Ability, and all by thi 
Divine, Spiritual and Chriſtian Exerciſe; the 
every Day come to ſee the Work they believed 
for, that which their Faith tended to, ſee the 
Work in ſome meaſure wrought, they ſee ſom 
Enemy of their Souls brought down and ſlain, 
and they ſee their Souk come up toa lictle more 
Dominion than they had before; they ſee th 
Devil's Power is weakned more than before, 
and that he hath not fo much Power as he hath 
had over them. Theſe things are ſome encou- 
ragement to raiſe up in a true Chriſtian living 
Praiſes to God; ſeeing, by believing, he hath 
found thus much Encouragement by the work: 
ing of the Word, why ſhould he not wait on 
the Lord for the accompliſhment of this Work, 
that he may believe to the ſaving of his Soul, 
that he may come to receive the end of his Hope 
and Faith, the Salvation of his Soul? No, by 
thus keeping their Faith in exerciſe; they know 
that their Salvation is nearer nom, than when they 
Et believed. It is not ſo with every one, for 
many that have believed their Salvation is 
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artheſt off, becauſe of their Negligence, pro- 
ſing one thing with their Mouths, and doing 
other thing in their Practice; there are ſome 
things which they believe and profeſs, and yet 
Jo che contrary; that puts their Salvation fur- 
ther off, and draws them ſecretly into deſpond- 
e, and into a loſing their Courage and Zeal 
for God; the cuſtom of ſinning hath at laſt ta- 
ken away the ſenſe of ſinning. It is fo with a 
Man when he firſt tranſgreſſeth the Rule, he 
is ſomew hat tender, and doth it with ſome re- 
gret; but after he is come to a cuſtom of doing 
it, he is pretty well at caſe, and ſo by degrees 
he goes on towards the ſtate of being paſt feel- 
ing: Atlaſt ſuch Sianers come to dying; they 
were dead once before, and were quickned thro 
ore le operation of the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus; they were 
the quickned, and if they ſhall die again, if you die 
re, cond time, pray remember it is a ſecond 
u time; you that are careleſs and ready to die, 
remember it is the ſecond Death that you are 
going to, and conſider that if you die the ſecend 


0g 

th Death, you ſhall have no part of the firſt Reſur- 
k-M 1:f:0n ; better ſuch had Pace 3 Led 1420 
u ffan after they have lived in hope, to loſe it 
„ain. This is that which was upon my Heart 
„de commend unto you, that you may partake 
e of this precicus Faith, that hath a tendency to 
e ſaving of the Sonl, and fitting you for the 
Kingdom of God. Hath God giving you to be- 
„live? And will you not believe that you ſhall | 
lire without Sin? If you come to obtain this 
; WI Precious Faich, you will believe that you ſhall 


come 
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come to live without ſinning againſt God, aon 
have the Light of his Countenanceſhining upMaud 
you. He that truly believeth, his Faith read 
eth to this, and he will ſay to himſelf, Lam 
ved alittle from the liberty of my Tongue, a 
from many Sins of an Evil Practice; God ha 
redeemed me from my Vanity, Pride and pa N 
on, and other things that were troubleſome, 
Lord hath redeemed me from them; I ſeet 
Work is going on, and I am nearer to the King 
dom of God than when I firſt believed ; I hat 
gotten Victory over many of my Spirity 
Enemies, and I hope the Lord will carry n 
on, and keep me by his Power through Fai 
unto Salvation: Hitherto the Lord hath help 
me, I have not fought in vain, I have not bee 
beating the Air, but God hath given me Vigo 
over the Tempter inwardly and outwardly, { 
that he could not prevail, whiPſt I kept | 
Shield of Faith over my. Head; but when ] ha 
been careleſs, and not exerciſed my Faithas 
Shield, 1 have been weak as other Men. 
Vou are not called to weakneſs and feeblenels 
but to the Power of God, that you may be exer 
ciſed in ĩt, and by it be kept from the Evil ofth 
World; there is a poſſibility of being kept if qc 
be faithful to him that hath called you, that 18 
Chriſt Feſus,the Captain of our Salvation, and if yol 
follow him ſtep by ſtep, and do not run headlon! 
all at once; when you ſee a great deal of din an 
Corruption before you, and ſeek to maſter it ii 
Jour own Strength, you will loſe the Victory. 
the ſame Word that ſheweth us our Sin;ſhewethi 
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d A our own inability to overcome it, and that we 
udo nothing without divine Aſſiſtance; tho we 
read e long ſtrugling under the weight and Burden 


am sin, we cannot of our ſelves get Victory over 
ve cannot bring Judgment into Victory, God 


uſt have the Glory of it. If you keep to Jeſus, 


Pa: vill carry on the Work; you did believe in 
ec Min, for he did work this Faith in you, and he 
e ei carry on his own Work, and his own Work 


bllpraiſe him: All others that talk of Faith, and 
uke an empty Profeſſion, they diſhonour God; 


key talk of Perfection, and living without Sin, 
y nit never experience it, and ſo bring diſhonour 
Fail v ; if you wait to ſee this work carried on, if 
pon believe and exerciſe your Faith forthe over- 
bee ming of your Sins, and perfecting of Holineſs in 
Non Far of God, you will hereby bring Glory to 


God, who alone is worthy of all Praiſe, who is 
Cod over all, bleſſed for evermore, Amen. 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


Oſt Heſſed, holy, and unchangeable Lord God, thow 
haft viſited us by thy dear Son and our Saviour Fe- 
Chriſt, to gather us to be 4 People unto thee, who 
ance were not 4 People, and once not gathered. Everlaſt- 
' Faver,thy Mercy's great, and thy Goodneſes great, and 
fo be greatly priz d by us all, thou haſt 1 us 
v help us when we could not help our ſelves; and thou 
aſt laid help upon one that is mighty and able to ſave to 
the uttermoſt all that come unto thee by bim. Bleſſed 
bat, and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, we give thee 
Hanks for thy abundant Mercy and Goodneſs extended 
tous. Lord God Eternal, extend thy Mercy more and 
nore: O Lord viſit the Children of Men in all Nations 
uth the Kowlodgs of ti Truth. Bleſſed Father of Life, 
A | | We. 
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N 
we pray and cry to thee, that thy Vork may 2 
that it may Wer and e let the We 7 
Viſitation be extended, and reach forth thy an 
that the Children of Men may be gathered uamd 
Bleſſed Father of Life, thou haſt ſhewn Mere 
Souls, and we have ſeen the Goings of God in his 
cuay; thou haſt, by an 0ur-ſtretch?4 Arm, gather 
to be 4. People to thy ſelf; bon haft appeared 
People in all Ages; and thou haſt ſayed them 
preſſion, and ſtilled the Fury of the Enemy and 
Thou haft cut Rabab, and wounded the Dragan 
made way for thy People Jſrael, that they 
thrdugh the Red- Sea as on dry Land, Lord do ol 
People ſpiritually in our Day, and make way for 
and open the door that thy Goſpel may ſpread; ad 
and be glorified, and have a free courſe among 
that thy-Worſhip may be ſet up,and pure Incenſe ma 
fered up to thee. O Lord, this is the Cry of thy | 
vants, and the Voice of their Supplications , 
that thy: Spirit may be poured out abundantly an 
rate upon them, that thy Word may be profitabll 
welcome to their Souls. Bleſſed Father of Merge 
haſt bleſſed thy Children and People with Spiritual 
fings in Chrift Jeſus. Thou haft given us thy Til 
this Day; and bleſſed be thy Name, thon haft 
ed our Souls at this Seaſon; let our Prailes aſe 
ſweet ſmelling Savour, and acceptable Service tot 
And for all thy Mercies and renewed Favours A 
fing to us, and to all thy People, both here anal 
where, Let Thankſgiving and Living Praiſes be 
- ared to thee, for thon alone art worthy. of all Blew 
yo Praiſe, who art God over all, -bleſſed tor 
nen. „ 
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